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Japan has earlier restarted visa

3

X/

the Mainland, can be exempted from testing and

procedures for accepting foreign

tourists. Visitors from countries
and regions with low risk of infec-

tion, including Hong Kong and

quarantine requirements for COVID-19. As the
pandemic eases, many neighbouring countries and
regions are gradually relaxing their travel restric-
tions. Being an international financial and trade
centre, Hong Kong sees tourism as one of its pillar
industries. It is necessary for the SAR Government
to keep a close eye on the progress of the relax-
ation of travel restrictions in its neighbouring coun-
tries and regions, and learn from the positive and
negative experiences of others, so as to help the
city guard against importation of cases. This would
allow Hong Kong to resume normal travel with
other countries in an orderly and gradual manner,
and help revive the city's economy and job market.

Japan has always been a popular tourist destina-
tion for Hong Kong people. Japan's latest quaran-
tine-free policy to let in foreign tourists has attract-
ed the attention of many people in Hong Kong.
Under the first stage of the reopening policy, only
tourists who are on guided tours are allowed into
Japan. Tourists must comply with the anti-COV-

ID measures, including wearing masks, at all

times, and take out medical insurance. For epidem-
ic prevention reasons, tourists are required to be
accompanied by a tour guide throughout the en-
tire trip. According to some foreign travel agen-
cies, many people wish to travel to Japan for tour-
1sm, but are unwilling to stay with a tour guide for
the whole journey, as it is like being under
24-hour the

where a foreign visitor is confirmed positive for the

surveillance. Besides, in situation
disease in Japan, the confirmed patient and his or
her close contacts would have to be quarantined.
Yet, it is unclear who would be responsible for
such costs incurred, and it is thus another concern
people have about visiting Japan.

What's more, the industry was unhappy with
the Japanese government releasing the new travel
guidelines just three days before its announced re-
opening date, and such arrangement resulted in
chaos. For instance, many tourist agencies had to
hurriedly apply for visas for their clients. Some
members of the industry are concerned that the
Japanese government has not been able to provide
details on its border control measures, and for this
reason, a lot of foreign tourists are still taking a
wait-and-see approach. Given that it is hard for
the tourism industry to prepare for the new policy,
the hope of Japan to boost the country's economic

recovery could vanish.

On the other hand, the Japanese government
did not receive overwhelming support from its peo-
ple for the reopening policy. Some people in Ja-
pan even think that the new measure does nothing
but harm to the country. This is because under
the new policy, some foreign visitors are exempted
from testing and quarantine, which causes a much
higher risk of importing cases from abroad. It is
worried that there would be another local out-
break of COVID-19 in Japan, which might out-
weigh the benefits produced.

The effectiveness of Japan's reopening to foreign
tourists awaits further study, but Hong Kong
should keep a close watch on how the policy plays
out. As one of the four pillar industries in the
Hong Kong economy, the city's tourism sector
does not only provide an important source of reve-
nue for the SAR Government, but also has a signif-
icant bearing on the services sectors, such as retail,
hotel, as well as food and beverages, offering many
job opportunities to low-skilled workers. Due to
the pandemic, Hong Kong's tourism industry was
hit hard in the past two years. The number of in-
ternational visitor arrivals to Hong Kong in 2021
was about 91,000, which saw a 97.4% drop. Re-
cently, a number of neighbouring countries and re-
gions have had their travel restrictions eased.

Apart from Japan, countries such as Singapore,
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Thailand, and Malaysia, also allow fully vaccinat-
ed tourists to be exempted from testing and quar-
antine; some tourist destinations have even seen all
anti-COVID  measures

should take stock of the experiences of the nearby

removed. Hong Kong

regions that have reopened their borders to for-
eign tourists. They could serve as an important ref-
erence for Hong Kong, as the city seeks to resume
international travel in an orderly fashion.

Being an international city, Hong Kong should
remain closely engaged with the international com-
munity, which would be favourable for the city's
economic recovery, as it strives to consolidate its
unique strengths. At the same time, Hong Kong
should keep the epidemic under control and re-
sume normal travel with the Mainland as soon as
possible, so that the city can better integrate into
the national development plan and seize the oppor-
tunities under the rapid development of the na-
tion. Therefore, the SAR Government, the local
tourism industry, and all people in Hong Kong
should put heads together and make joint efforts
to strike a balance between the two goals—that is,
to seek to steadily reopen its border to internation-
al visitors while preventing an epidemic rebound—
and find a way that takes into account the epidem-
ic context and the needs to improve the city's econ-

omy and people's livelithood.
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seeing her friends. They were meeting at Mamma Mia's,
her favourite Italian restaurant for a special birthday dinner.
Katia was excited and got to the restaurant at exactly 7
o'clock, the time they had arranged to meet. She looked
around for a familiar face, but no one had arrived yet. So
she decided to wait outside and stood patiently in the warm
evening sunshine.

The restaurant quickly filled up with customers, but none
of them were Katia's friends. 'Where are they?' she thought.
At half past seven she was still waiting, so she called her

best friend Isa. 'Why doesn't she answer her phone?' Katia

At 8 o'clock Katia went home. Her friends had forgotten

Check your understanding: true or false
Circle True or False for these sentences.

1. Katia didn't want to celebrate her birthday.
False

2. Katia was the first person to arrive at the

True

Italian restaurant.

3. Katia waited outside the restaurant for 30
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