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Two questions about Legco elections

The 2008 Legislative Council (Legco) elections are over and the dust has
settled down. The 60 newly—elected Legco members will form the SAR
legislative body for the next four vyears, taking their seats in the council
chamber. The elections have gone smoothly and in accordance with law. Some
of the out—going Legco members, who have sought re—election but failed,
have done certain things good for citizens and for Hong Kong in past four
years. To them we should also say "thank you ! "

As the result of the just—concluded elections, distribution of seats in the
Legco shows little change in the basic pattern formed by various political and
social forces. However, there are two new tendencies that deserve attention.

The first is the performance of the opposition. In the past years, the Legco
has largely remained inefficient with everything being politicised. Little has
been accomplished as confrontation often took place. The relationship between
the execution and legislation has been in a seesaw struggle, with citizens'
interests being sacrificed. However, as the opposition has successfully "changed
horses", the above—said phenomenon, which has long been denounced by
citizens, is unlikely to improve but rather likely to further worsen.

At dawn yesterday, at the central counting station in the Hong Kong
International Trade & Exhibition Centre (HITEC) in Kowloon Bay, no
sooner had the voting results of the New Territory East Constituency been
announced than "Long Hair" Leung Kwok—hung grabbed the microphone
and shouted on the stage : "DAB (The Democratic Alliance for the
Betterment and Progress of Hong Kong) supporters, you don't get excited
too soon ! We pan—democrats have won five seats in New Territory East.
The votes you have won are even fewer than our leftover bits and pieces ! "
His provocative arrogance was really astonishing. Fortunately, DAB members
who were being provoked took the overall situation into consideration and
refrained from arguing with him.

What was even worse was that during election forums and street campaigns
in past days, members of the opposition repeatedly made political clamours to
provoke the candidates from the Hong Kong—loving and middle—of—the—road
camps, shouting :© "Voting for xxx is voting for the Communist Party," or
"xxx is an invisible Communist Party member." It would have been difficult
for one, who happened to be at such occasions, to believe that this is a
civilized Hong Kong with rule of law that has already returned to the
Motherland. Such inferior "street politics" will be brought into the Legco by
some "brave warriors" of the opposition. Newly—elected Raymond Wong
Yuk—man vyesterday publicly advocated for the overthrow of the Rules of
Procedure of the Legco, demanding major issues be decided by
"referendum"-+----

Whether the quality of Legco sessions will further decline and become more
like "street quarrels", and whether the relationship between the execution and

legislation will further worsen so that the governance of the SAR Government
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will become so much restricted that it can hardly do anything, clues for the
answer to this question can be discerned from the just—concluded elections. If
citizens fail to give stronger support to the patriotic and Hong Kong—loving
and the middle—of—the—road members in the Legco, fail to give stronger
support to the governance of the SAR Government in accordance with law,
then society and citizens will pay a price in the end.

The "complete failure" of candidates from the Liberal Party including its
chairman and vice chairperson is another stunning issue that deserves some
deep pondering

After this "battle", the Liberal Party only keeps seven seats in the Legco from
the functional constituencies.

The failure of the Liberal Party in direct elections has pointed out a fact to
Hong Kong citizens, that is, political parties representing the industrial and
commercial sectors will not be able to win out in direct elections, nor will
there be any place for them to stay, as shown in the just—concluded elections.
The potential crisis is - Hong Kong being a capitalist society, an economic
metropolis, if the industrial and commercial sectors, professionals and the upper
class have no seat and no say at all in the political establishment and in the
Legislative Council, how can the SAR develop its economy ? How can
society remain harmonious ? How can stipulations in the Basic Law about
balanced participation by all sectors be implemented ?

The SAR is now in an important moment for political development. The
opposition repeatedly advocates for direct elections of all Legco seats,
abolishing the functional constituencies. After James Tien Pei—chun's defeat
yesterday, "Long Hair" moved toward Tien and pointed a finger at him, "I
have finally driven you out ! " If in future the Legco would not keep seats
from the functional constituencies, if all Legco members from the industrial
and commercial sectors are "driven out", then what will Hong Kong be like ?
What long—term plans could business people and investors possibly have ?

09 September 2008

Idiom :

No sooner---than — Used to show that one thing happens
immediately after another.

Examples *

1. No sooner said than done.

2. No sooner had she got into the bath than the door bell rang.

3. No sooner did I reach the surface than I was pulled down again.

4. I had no sooner arrived in the station than the bus came in.

5. I had no sooner left than she called.
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