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Opposttion's acts belie its words

The 10 Legislative Council (Legco) members—elect of the Democratic
Alliance for the Betterment and Progress of Hong Kong (DAB) yesterday
met Chief Executive Donald Tsang Yam—kuen to offer their views on the
Policy Address, which the CE will deliver next month.

At the meeting, the 10 Legco members—elect made 20 proposals, almost all
of which were about the economy and people's livelihood, including
waiving land rates for one more year, waiving public housing rents for three
months, re—launching the Home Ownership Scheme and Home Starter
Loan Scheme. DAB's new star Starry Lee Wai King proposed to "revitalize"
the old district in West Kowloon, while young Chan Hak Kan suggested the
Government to help young people buy housing and have their own homes.
All these proposals seem to fit in with the current demands by citizens, so
they really speak out the heartfelt wishes of the grassroots on behalf of their
interests.

What deserves attention is that in the just—concluded Legco elections, the
"democracy card" has been temporarily shelved for its lack of attraction and
replaced by the "people's livelihood card". All political parties competed to
play the "people's livelihood card" in order to solicit votes. Among others,
the opposition changed camp overnight from "the spokesperson for
democracy" to "the spokesperson for people's livelihood".

No doubt, people's livelihood along with prices of daily necessities is the
issue which now concerns whole society the most. Any political party that
fails to see this is bound to lose out. But how to handle problems related to
people's livelihood ?  When will prices begin to come down? How to
increase job opportunities 7 How to find some new ways to prevent the
economy from declining 7 ..... These problems cannot be solved by playing
the "people's livelihood card", let alone by simply shouting radical slogans as
some opposition Legco members—elect are doing.

The fundamental approach to improving people's livelihood is to improve
the governance of the Government and to promote economic development,
for which maintaining social stability is an indispensable precondition.
During the last Legco, governance of the Government has often been
obstructed. The 10 infrastructure projects were accused as "collusion
between officials and business people" one day and "interest transfer" the
next, with land lots, together with over 10,000 job opportunities, being set
aside. When the SAR Government made great efforts to promote economic
integration with the Pearl River Delta, some people screamed about Hong
Kong being "Mainlandised". If things go on like this, how can the space of
economic activities be expanded ?

In the past, the opposition used to chant radical slogans like "one person
one vote for CE election" and "universal suftfrage for 2007 CE election and
2008 Legco elections", advocating for confrontation with the Central
Government and attacking the SAR Government on the pretext of fighting
democracy for Hong Kong people. But by doing this, they could only, and
already did, slow down the pace of democratization and delay the launch of
universal suffrage. This was "fake democracy" in the name of democracy.
Now we must be on the alert that such a trick of "dressing up falsehood as
truth" is being applied to economic and people's livelihood issues.

On the one hand, the opposition is making pleasant—to—the—ears appeals
such as to legislate on minimum wages and longest working hours, to
increase the Old Age Allowance to $1,000, and to launch a
community—wide retirement protection scheme:-*** With theirs aspirations
being further encouraged by such appeals, quite a few citizens cast their
votes for the opposition. On the other hand, however, when necessary
conditions to address such appeals are concerned, such as supporting the
SAR Government in its efforts to govern in accordance with law and to
develop economy, safeguarding social stability and the principle of balanced
participation by various sectors, the opposition does exactly the opposite.
Opposition members miss no opportunity to instigate discontent among
citizens at the Government and the business sector. In such a social
atmosphere of confrontation and antagonism, how can the economy be
developed ? How can political reforms be advanced ? How can people's
livelihood be improved ?

11 September 2008

Phrasal Verb :

Fit in (with sth) — If something fits in it looks good or

suitable with something or a particular place.

Examples -

1. This product sells well. It fits in with market demand.

2. This building doesn't fit in with the surrounding area.

3. It was an old apartment, but our furniture fitted in well.

4. He has tried hard to fit in with their plans.

5. She will fit in well with those high—powered environmental
lawyers.
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