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Looking forward to first Chinese spacewalk

We take pride in the fact that what is to be worn by the Chinese astronaut
(either Zhai, Liu or Jing), who will leave the spacecraft and take a walk in
space, will be the Feitian space suit developed and manufactured by China on
its own. This Feitian extra vehicular activity (EVA) space suit can provide at
least 40 hours of life support and work efficiency. According to planning, the
extra vehicular activity will last between 20 minutes and half an hour.

Another major breakthrough in technology made for the Shenzhou—7
mission is the first—time use of a miniaturized monitoring satellite to take 3D
images in space. It will take colour pictures of the astronaut's space walk and
his taking experiment samples in space. These pictures could be used to help
make improvement of future operations.

For the space walk in the Shenzhou—7 mission, China has made big
breakthroughs in space science and technology as shown in the design and
manufacturing of the EVA space suit and the use of a small monitoring
satellite. In addition, compared with Shenzhou—5 and Shenzhou—6,
renovations and improvements have been made with designs of Long March
rocket's propulsion system and the airlock module, as well as the transmission
of satellite telecommunications, terrestrial monitoring, retrieval and landing.

The centre of attention is that, in space navigation and exploration, China
is not only gradually catching up with the two space powers of the United
States and Russia, but the country also shows its own distinct features and
characteristics in this regard. China does not blindly concentrate on the speed
of developing its space navigation and exploration, but advances forward step
by step on the basis of its own strength with the top concern being given to
the safety of astronauts. China also makes use of its space navigation and
exploration for the progress of "terrestrial affairs", applying space science and
technology to research and development (R&D) works for industrial and
agricultural production, with the ultimate aim to make use of space
navigation and exploration for peaceful utilization and development so as to
make contributions to the nation and humankind.

For Hong Kong citizens as well as the whole Chinese nation, the past more
than half a year is extremely extraordinary. China has suffered the severe
disaster and great pain of the Wenchuan earthquake in Sichuan province, and
also enjoyed the enormous success and joy of becoming No 1 on the gold
medal list in the Beijing 2008 Olympic Games. Today, with the successful
launch of Shenzhou—7 and first Chinese space walk that is about to take place,
the feelings of all Chinese people are both deep—going and mixed. As Chinese
sons or daughters, we are happy to see that the state cares very much about
people and about lives, and even happier to see the solidarity, loving hearts and

strength shown by our compatriots in face of a major event, be it a success or
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a setback. With lofty aspirations, we Chinese people will always muster our
courage and push forward, devoting our efforts to developing our country into
a strong, prosperous and beautiful one!

Here we wholeheartedly congratulate on the successful launch of
Shenzhou—7 and fervently look forward to the moment when the astronaut
leaves the spacecraft for a space walk. The history—making first Chinese space
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walk is about to take place successfully before our eyes.

Idioms:

Take Pride in sth/sb — To be proud of something or somebody; to
consider something to be worth doing well.

Examples:

DIf you don't take professional pride in your work, you are probably
in the wrong job.

2)She takes a lot of pride in running such a successtul business.

3)One must not take pride in being ignorant.

4)You've done an excellent job. Take pride in yourself.

5)We took great pride in what we did for the children.

(The) center of attention — The focus of people's attention;
someone or something everyone notices.

Examples:

1)"Tainted milk products” from China is now the centre of attention.
2)Sally always has a way to make herself the centre of attention
wherever she goes.

3)My centre of attention right now is the maths exam next week.
4)Tom was the centre of attention in the week before the game.
5)The TV documentary has put him squarely in the centre of

attention.

Make use of sth/sb — To use something or somebody for one's
own advantage.

Examples:

1)Make use of every chance you get to speak English.

2)We might as well make use of the hotel's facilities.

3)Can you make use of these papers?

4)They were unable to make use of the stuft we sent them.

5)The Chinese made first use of diamond in the Stone Age.
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