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Chen Shui-bian's sidesplitting ugly show

A handcuffed (former Taiwanese president) Chen Shui—bian was taken to the
Taipei District Court in police custody vyesterday as prosecutors sought his
detention in connection with suspected corruption. Chen Shui—bian was
summoned to the Supreme Prosecutors Office’s Special Investigation Panel ( SIP)
and questioned for about six hours. Chen had kept silent most of the time during
the questioning. But the SIP said prosecutors had collected enough evidence to
bring charges against Chen Shui—bian for alleged embezzlement of public funds
and claims of money laundering, and thus decided to seek his detention from the
court.

Yesterday, before entering the SIP office for questioning and on leaving the
office, handcufted, after the questioning at 4:00pm, Chen Shui—bian as always
made an ugly show of his "Ah—bian—style". Before going for questioning, Chen
went to the "Chen Shui—bian Office" first and then walked on foot to the SIP
office, purposefully seizing the opportunity to attract attention. Before entering the
SIP office, Chen Shui—bian made a lot of nonsense talks, crying loudly with
excessive grief that he was being "politically persecuted". He claimed that he
became "the No 1 war criminal held by both the Kuomintang (KMT ) and
Communist parties”, saying "Ma Ying—jeou, in order to placate China, has gone so
far as to join hands with the Communist Party to detain me" so that he became "a
victim (for Ma) to ease the anger of top leaders in China's Zhongnanhai". He
said he "feels honoured and proud" for this etc.

To pose as a "tragic hero", to boost his own courage and to rouse the rabble,
Chen Shui—bian said he was to be thrown into Taiwan's Bastille, proclaiming that
his imprisonment would not just be for nothing. At the end of his speech, he
shouted madly slogans like "independence for Taiwan". When he was handcuffed
and to be escorted to the court, Chen raised his hands shouting again © "political
persecution". He really seized every minute and second to make his show.

The alleged involvement of Chen Shui—bian and his family members in several
big corruption cases was exposed two years ago. Investigations into these cases have
made breakthroughs in past six months. Chen Shui—bian himself alone has been
summoned five times by the SIP for questioning. Progresses in the investigations
make it more and more impossible for Chen Shui—bian and other suspects to get
away with it, as ample evidence shows Chen is deeply involved. Therefore we see
Chen take his own line trying to launch a "tangled political fight" in efforts to
escape justice. In this "tangled political fight", Chen has played three cards, one
being the card of "political persecution", the second the card of "sabotaging
cross—Strait relations" and the third the card of "instigating Taiwan independence".

The Democratic Progressive Party (DPP) lost the March presidential election.
The lid on Chen's case then could no longer be kept. Eliminating interference,
judicial departments began to devote all efforts to investigate into the case. At that
time, Chen Shui—bian made a great hue and cry that after Ma Ying—jeou came
to rule he was being "politically persecuted" in retaliation for his being "the native
Taiwanese president". During the period, Chen Shui—bian made several trips back
to southern Taiwan to "warm himself", seeking political support from the

"deep—green base" in attempt to turn a "judicial issue" into a "political issue".
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During that period, Chen was in a very tight corner giving off an unbearable
stink, so much so that even the DDP was considering distancing itself from him.
At the same time, Ma Ying—jeou and the KMT re—endorsed the "1992
Consensus" and resumed negotiations between the ( Mainland's) Association for
Association for Relations Across the Taiwan Strait ( ARATS) and ( Taiwan's)
Straits Exchange Foundation (SEF) , bringing about positive results. Peaceful
development of cross—Strait relations and news about Chen Yunlin's visit to
Taiwan greatly unnerved "Taiwan independence" elements and Chen Shui—bian.
Chen Shui—bian in particular seemed to have found an opportunity to turn the
tables. Before Chen Yunlin's Taiwan trip, Chen Shui—bian became
unprecedentedly active, running around on sinister errands, uttering insane words
to drive wedge between the two sides across the Taiwan Strait and to instigate
"Taiwan independence". After Chen Yunlin's arrival in Taiwan, Chen Shui—bian
held a press conference to wantonly accuse Ma Ying—jeou of "collaborating with
the enemy" and the "Ma—Chen ( Yunlin ) meeting" of committing the crime of
"treason".

All this is evident that Chen Shui—bian has been deliberately launching a "tangled
political fight" in an attempt to absolve himself from guilt. However all this is has
proved futile. The show he has put on is nothing but a sidesplitting yet disgusting

political farce. 12 November 2008

Idioms :

(1) Keep/put a/the lid on sth — To try to make sure that people
do not find out something or do something s to control the level of
something in order to stop it from increasing.

Examples :

1. The government wants to put the Iid on discussion of tax
reforms at the moment.

2. We can't keep the Iid on this scandal any longer. The press has
got wind of 1t.

3. Economic difficulties continued and the government intervened

to keep a Iid on inflation.

(1) A hue and cry — Loud opposition, protest, etc.

Examples :

1. If the government raises taxes too much, there will be a real hue
and cry.

2. There has been a great hue and cry about the government’s
plans to close the school.

3. There was a great hue and cry among the employees when the
company announced it would seek bankruptcy.
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