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Xi's encouragement to Macao also
benefits Hong Kong

Vice President Xi Jinping returned to Beijing
yesterday after a two—day inspection tour of the
Macao Special Administrative Region (SAR).

In July last year, before the opening of the 2008
Beijing Summer Olympic Games, Vice President Xi
had also visited Hong Kong to inspect preparations
for co—hosting the equestrian events of the Beijing
Olympics, during which he also met personages from
various sectors and visited a family. He left a
favourable impression on people of various sectors
and citizens in general with his amiable and
down—to—earth work—style. This time, right after
New Year's Day, 2009, and before the beginning of
the Year of the Ox, Vice President Xi inspected
Macao. Although he did not come to Hong Kong,
people here were still concerned about his itinerary
and activities. In particular, Hong Kong people
appreciated and shared Vice President Xi's remarks
that Macao should make appropriate diversification in
its development, that the (Macao) government and
people should be of one heart and one mind to
tackle the financial crisis, safeguard Macao's social
stability and oppose foreign intervention.

This year, 2009, will mark the 10th anniversary of
Macao's return to the Motherland and the
establishment of the Macao SAR. It also happens that
two major events, the elections of the Chief
Executive of Macao SAR and its Legislative Council,
will also be held this year. In his speech at a dinner
reception and talks with personages from various
sectors in Macao, Xi Jinping fully affirmed and
greatly appreciated Macao's economic development,
improvement in people's livelihood and social
stability in the past nine years since its return to the
Motherland, as well as Macao's legislation on Basic
Law Article 23 and its effective measures to tackle
the negative effects by the global financial crisis.

In fact, the Macao as seen by Vice President Xi
Jinping and his entourage and the Macao before its
return to the Motherland cannot be mentioned in
the same breath, either in its political, economic
and cultural strengths or in its capability to deal with
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emergencies. Macao Chief Executive Edmund Ho
Hau—wah said in his policy address in November
that although Macao was under assault by the global
financial crisis, there would still be some 70 billion to
80 billion patacas (one pataca is equal to one Hong
Kong dollar) left to the new SAR Government in
2010.  Macao
000—pataca to each citizen in 2008 and the year

SAR  Government granted 5,

before. In addition, Macao citizens now enjoy
benefits such as free medical care and education, to
the admiration of many Hong Kong citizens. At the
end of last year, Macao successfully conducted a
public consultation on legislation for the Basic Law's
Article 23 and a bill is now before the Legislative
Council for consideration and passage. This is not
only a manifestation of Macao SAR Government's
capability in dealing with issues concerning the major
principle of "one country two systems", but, more
importantly, a manifestation of the wisdom and
solidarity of Macao people as well.

At present, as Vice President Xin Jinping pointed
out, how to appropriately diversify its economic
development is a major issue facing the Macao SAR.
The "one flower blooming" of the entertainment and
gaming industry exposes an underlying crisis of
reliance on a single sector. If the gaming industry has
a "sniffle", the whole economy of Macao suffers a
"heavy flu".

It is because of this that last year the Central
Government already began to remind the Macao
SAR  Government of the need for appropriate
diversification and launched a series of relevant
measures and policies to further integrate the two
SARs of Hong Kong and Macao with the whole
Pearl River Delta in Guangdong Province, and to
boost the overall development of the region. This
idea was embodied in the nation's 11th Five—Year
Plan unveiled in early 2006. The Outlines for the
Reform and Development Plan for the Pearl River
Delta Region (2008—2020) unveiled days ago
included further cooperation between Guangdong,

Hong Kong and Macao in the Plan. The Plan puts
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forward concrete, practical and feasible measures to
facilitate  cross—border infrastructure projects, to
strengthen industrial cooperation, to jointly build a
quality living circle and to renovate the cooperation
mode, including starting construction of the
long—discussed Hong Kong—Zhuhai—Macao bridge
this year with the Central Government injecting five
billion yuan into it. This is the first time the Central
Government has made any direct capital injection
into a regional infrastructure project.

It can be safely predicted that, to strengthen their
further integration and integrated development with
Guangdong's Pearl River Delta will be an irresistible,
inevitable and exceptionally advantageous road for
the two SARs, Hong Kong and Macao, to take in
order to ride out the current difficulties brought on
by the global financial crisis and for future
development. Following this general orientation,
Hong Kong and Macao share common interests and
have to go through thick and thin together, hence
the two SARs need closer coordination and

12 January 2009

communication.

Idiom :

Mention in the same breath — To compare

a thing or a person with another that is quite

different.

Examples:

1. They are so difterent that they should not
be mentioned in the same breath.

2. It's unusual to hear "promotions" mentioned
in the same breath as "layofts."

3. This is help. This cannot be mentioned in
the same breath with the conduct of
bureaucrats in the government.

4. Mechanical energy and formation energy
cannot be mentioned in the same breath.

5. How can you mention our football team

and theirs in the same breath?
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