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Passing on the torch with national education

A national education activity series, called the Passing On the Torch, was
inaugurated yesterday. Chief Executive Donald Tsang Yam—kuen delivered a
speech at the inauguration, which was also attended by special envoys from the
Ministry of Education, the State Council's Hong Kong and Macao Affair Office,
All-China Youth Federation, and others. This is evident that importance is
attached to the launch of activity series.

The first task of the organisaing committee for the national education activity
series is to launch a one—stop online platform with links to information on
national education activities organised by the Education Bureau and other social
organisations. The platform will serve a useful channel of communications and
professional exchange for the school sector and other interested parties.

No doubt, the launch of the Passing On the Torch website is of significance. At
present, activities involving national education are being performed by the
Education Bureau and various schools and organisations. However, such activities
are scattered and information exchange is inadequate. The opening of the website
may compensate for this inadequacy. In his speech yesterday, the Chief Executive
said the Government would allocate extra resources and continue subsidising social
organisations to hold large—scale national education events and run exchange
activities, so that more Hong Kong teachers and students can make trips to the
Mainland to gain first—hand experience of the national circumstance so as to foster
their patriotic sentiments.

Right now, amid the assaults of the global financial tsunami, the SAR
Government has to deal with such thorny problems as bankruptcy of small— and
medium—sized enterprises and rising unemployment rate, so much so that how to
ease unemployment will be the major focus of the new Budget to be released
next month. Nevertheless, how hard up it may be, the Government should not
slow down and reduce its support to activities promoting national education.
Rather there are needs for it to strengthen its support of such activities. The
current financial tsunami highlights the importance for the financial industry to
improve its structure.  Likewise, national education is exactly one of the
fundamental factors determining whether the SAR could maintain its long—term
social stability and sustainable development.

In the decade after Hong Kong returned to the Motherland, the SAR
Government has made a lot of efforts in regard to social and economic
development and people's livelihood. Some of the efforts are for temporary and
partial interests such as tax rebates and cuts or rate waiver and subsidies for
electricity charges 5 others are for long—term, overall and fundamental interests.
National education belongs to the latter. But such an activity like national
education, an arduous and long—term task which is hard to count publicity, is
often easily overlooked. Holding a large—scale international business forum could
become well known in the world. But who would appreciate any arduous effort
to promote national education on young students enriching them with knowledge
about history and culture ? What return can such an effort possibly get ?

Nevertheless, that national education is not an easy task certainly does not mean
national education is not important nor can it not play an important role. As a
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matter of fact, in the past decade after Hong Kong's return to the Motherland, it
is the nationalistic and patriotic enthusiasm shown by Hong Kong society that has
become the most shining point of the SAR, which has enabled the SAR to win
high esteem of the whole nation and the world. Taking last year for example,
which of two major joyful events and the sad one - the successes of the Beijing
Olympics and the Shenzhou—7 space trip, and the tragic Wenchuan Earthquake
in Sichuan Province - was without Hong Kong people's participation and support
? Which was not attended by Hong Kong people with laughter and tears ?
Without such enthusiasm, without the sense of responsibility and qualities of
being a Chinese to share the same fate with the compatriots, Hong Kong people
might not have been able to raise their heads so high just because Hong Kong is
an international financial hub.

In fact, the "background" for the launch of the Passing On the Torch national
education activity series is also a good illustration of the significance of promoting
national education.  President Hu Jintao, in his speech at the ceremony
celebrating the 10th anniversary of Hong Kong's return to the Motherland, clearly
pointed out, "Importance must be attached to national education on youths,
exchange between youths of Hong Kong and the Mainland must be strengthened,
so that the torch of Hong Kong compatriots' glorious tradition of loving the
nation and loving Hong Kong could be passed on."

The Central Government always spares no effort to support Hong Kong and
giving full attention to the SAR, though in regard to SAR affairs it seldom makes
a concrete request or proposal. However now this is a specific request by
President Hu for the SAR and for the SAR Government to "attach importance to
national education" and "to passing on the torch".

This year marks our 60th anniversary of the founding of the People's Republic
of China. This provides a good opportunity for the Education Bureau of the SAR
Government, schools and organisations to promote the Passing On the Torch
activity series. The "torch" of Hong Kong people loving the nation and loving
Hong Kong is shining brightly, now what is needed is to let its flame burn even
more brightly.

22 January 2009

Idiom :

Hard up (for something) - Greatly in need of something, especially

money.

Examples *

1. He is so hard up that he cannot even afford to buy food.

2. I lost my job two months ago. I am now hard up for money.

3. We're a bit hard up at this moment so we're not thinking in terms of
holidays.

4. Sally was hard up for cash to pay the bills.

5. In those days, we were so hard up that meat was a real luxury for us.
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