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Fairview road row must be
settled through law

A row broke out again yesterday over the use of the Fairview Park Boulevard in
Yuen Long. The Park management erected bars to ban container trucks from
using the Boulevard, prompting truckers to block off part of the road. The row
boiled over into angry scenes as scuftles broke out between dozens of residents of
Fairview Park and elderly villagers from Tai Sang Wai. Although the incident is
private and local in nature, the row, which tended to escalate and become violent,
has aroused wide attention in society.

The root cause of the long—running row can be traced back to late 1970s when
the developer acquired farmland to build Hong Kong's first large private villa estate
with an agreement to allow Tai Sang Wai villagers to use the Fairview Park
Boulevard "generation after generation". In the early days, the two sides had got
along well enough without any trouble. But later on, when logistics industry
began to flourish in Hong Kong and on the Mainland, some villagers leased out
their farmland lots as container yards. As a result, the number of heavy container
trucks using Fairview Park Boulevard has skyrocketed to several hundred a day,
causing problems such as traffic jam, noise, road maintenance and traffic safety.
Two years ago, a boy on a bicycle was killed by a truck using the road, further
intensifying the row. Several days ago, owners and management company of the
Fairview Park began to erect bar on the entrance of the road and heighten security
to block the entry of container trucks. Since then quarrels have often been fought
out between park residents and villagers and truckers, with the confrontation
yesterday turning out to be the most dramatic.

The heating up of the confrontation is regrettable and unnerving. In such a
civilised modern society with rule of law, it is ridiculous to have an incident
similar to a brutal brawl between residents of two villages over the use of a water
well that would only happen more than 100 years ago. Even aged villagers were
mobilized to have a face—to—face confrontation with Park residents sitting on
stools. And blocking traftic to prevent an ambulance from carrying out its mission
is even more intolerable a move in a society with rule of law.

At this stage, therefore, attention must be given to two aspects of the dispute
over the right to use the Fairview Park Boulevard in order to seek a solution.

In the first place, it must be clarified that the boulevard is a "private road" under
a private ownership deed of contract. So what does it really mean by allowing
villagers to use the road "generation after generation" in the original agreement
reached by the developer and Tai Sang Wai villagers? Are there restrictions? All
this can only and must be settled through dialogue and negotiations between
involved parties. If they fail reach any agreement they can file a lawsuit to solve
their dispute through law. It is absolutely undesirable, and likely in breach of law,
to block each other's passage and stage a face—to—face confrontation.

On the other hand, the issue concerning the role the Transport Department and
other relevant government agencies could play in the incident must be addressed

pro—actively and carefully. In regard to the incident, some practitioners in
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transport industry have asked the government to take over and put under its
management the Fairview Park Boulevard. This seemingly plausible proposal in
fact is not feasible. For one thing, a private ownership deed must be respected.
And (government's) land acquisition involved spending of public funds and public
interests, and the government should not "take over" a private road simply because
there is a dispute or appeal. Moreover, problems concerned by Fairview Park
owners and residents such as noise and road safety will not be solved with a
government takeover. On the contrary, if the boulevard goes "public", it will only
be used much more frequently.

Therefore, viewing from the government's perspective, what it should consider
and solve is how to better plan and manage the overall road traffic in that area. As
a matter of fact, to quell the dispute over the use of the Fairview Park Boulevard,
the government as early as in 1998 already built the Kam Pok Road to link Castle
Peak Road and San Tin Highway. But container truckers decline to use the bypass
because the detour cost them more on fuel. Thus they still prefer to continue
driving on Fairview Park Boulevard, amid great hues and cries. Seeing the
recent escalation of the row over the Fairview Park Boulevard and in consideration
of the need in long—term transportation development, the government yesterday
revealed it was actively planning to spend some $100 million to build a new road
at Tai Sang Wai, which could be open to public service in 2012 when
construction is completed. In addition, the government is also considering offering
one—off maintenance work worth HK $1.5 million on the boulevard, via the
district council. These two measures, one long term and one short term, should be
able to ease the confrontation over the Fairview Park Boulevard — imminently and
fundamentally. They are also in line with the government's role and its

responsibility to make good use of public funds.
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Idiom :

A hue and cry - A noise expression of public anger or disapproval. Its
plural form is "hues and cries".

Examples ©

1. There are hues and cries over pay cuts.

2. The development plan starts a hue and cry.

3. They raised a great hue and cry against the new rule.

4. There have been great hues and cries about the government's plan
to close the schools.

5. If the government raises taxes too much, there will be a real hue
and cry.
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