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Advocate for a joint food
safety check centre

Safety of vegetables imported to Hong Kong from Shenzhen has caused concerns
again recently. Some political-party—affiliated Legislative Council (Legco) members
earlier alleged that vegetables from unauthorized farms bearing certificates of origin
of licensed importers have found their way into Hong Kong across the border. On
Monday evening, some vegetable trucks lined up Man Kam To Road leading to
the border checkpoint. Legco's Panel on Food Safety and Environmental Hygiene
is to hold a special meeting to discuss the issue.

It is natural for the issue to arouse concerns as many Hong Kong citizens have
yet to get over the fear of the "tainted vegetables" incident in the past.
Nevertheless, in respect to the current problem of "vegetables from unauthorized
farms bearing genuine licenses", there is no need for citizens to become excessively
unnerved and to overreact. For one thing, whether the allegation - that vegetables
from unauthorized farms have found their way into Hong Kong with
illegally—obtained licenses — is true it still pending an investigation by authorities
concerned. Secondly, generally speaking, the overall quality and quarantine of
vegetables supplied to Hong Kong are safe and reliable. Except for "tainted
vegetables" found a few years ago that created quite a stir, cases in which
vegetables supplied to Hong Kong have been found unqualified are extremely rare
in recent years. Constant sample checks by the Customs and health and hygiene
authorities at the border checkpoint and on markets show 99.9% of the imported
vegetables are qualified. Therefore, there should practically be no problem for the
general public to consume "qualified vegetable".

But some truckers had taken actions to block the Man Kam To checkpoint
before the truth was to be found. Such a move is not only undesirable but could
also be grudged as to "make a mountain out of a molehill", and as such does
not help much to ensure safety of vegetables supplied to Hong Kong.

In regard to this, responses made by Secretary for Food & Health Dr York
Chow Yat-ngok are realistic and practical. As a matter of fact, safety checks on
vegetables supplied to Hong Kong are carried out and supervised in Shenzhen.
Therefore, when industry practitioners in Hong Kong have made a complaint or
allegation, such as this one about "vegetables from unauthorised farms using
genuine licenses", investigation and evidence-gathering can only be done in
Shenzhen by Shenzhen Entry-Exit Inspection & Quarantine Bureau. And if in the
end illegal activities or irregularities are discovered, law enforcement can also only
be done in Shenzhen by local authorities. York Chow cannot go to Shenzhen's
Nanshan to check vegetables, let alone to enforce law there to crack down on
illegal activities. What York Chow can do when receiving a complaint is just to
"pass on" the information to Shenzhen Entry-Exit Inspection & Quarantine
Bureau for the latter to follow up. Naturally as the SAR Government's Secretary
for Food & Health, York Chow must be responsible for food safety in Hong
Kong, and is also empowered and obliged to truthfully pass on cases to the
Mainland and do follow—ups, urging the other side to deal with them and give
Hong Kong feedback as soon as possible. He must never shirk his responsible by

saying "this is Shenzhen's affair", despite it is a fact that his power is very limited in
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this regard and can really do little.

With the occurrences of these incidents of "tainted vegetables" and "vegetables
from unauthorised farms" as well as others concerning food safety in the past, a
problem becomes clearly revealed that the current mechanism obviously does not
work smoothly and efficiently. There are loopholes in the mechanism that result in
overlapping of works, wastes of time and often even difficulties to find out which
side should be held responsible. This is not only detrimental to food safety for
Hong Kong people but also infavourable for better communication and
cooperation between Hong Kong and Shenzhen.

However, these are not matters that can never be changed. Hong Kong and
Shenzhen are separated just by a "bridge" and the two places have become so
closely related that they are in fact "inseparable". It was beginning from yesterday
that Shenzhen residents with permanent residence permits could apply for
12-month, multiple—entry visas to Hong Kong. And one day earlier in Shenzhen,
relevant officials from both sides signed agreements on 20-plus projects to further
cooperation in high—tech industries and research and development (R&D). Food
safety is also a very important, sensitive and high-tech sector. So why don't the
two governments cooperate to set up a Shenzhen-Hong Kong joint food safety
check centre on the Lok Ma Chau Loop or another appropriate site, equip it with
most advanced facilities and assign specialists and technicians from both sides to
jointly conduct checks and issue uniform licenses? This can combine food safety
checks with cooperation in R&D. Won't the two sides both benefit from this

move of "killing two birds with one stone" as well? 02 April 2009
Idiom
Make a mountain out of a molehill - To make a slight difficulty

seem like a serious problem.

Examples ©

1. It is not such a big problem. You are making a mountain out
of a molehill.

2. Come on, don't make a mountain out of a molehill.

3. It's not that important. Tom is always making mountains out of
molehills.

From this we can also have:
Make a molehill into a mountain — To cause something simple to
seem much more difficult or important.

4. Clever lawyers can make a molehill into a mountain.

Make a molehill out of a mountain — To make something difficult
become much easier.
5. This is a heavy assignment. But by dividing it up and working on it a

little bit every day, you can make a molehill out of a mountain.
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"the worst set of lyrics I have even seen"
| Eid <<Sunday Express>> ( EHAH s
) BIRIMEETZ N " great
rolling buffet of musical delights - a
gorgeous operatic extravaganza that is a
thrill to the blood and a sensual feast
for the eye" !
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