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Speeding up construction of
Kai Tak cruise terminal

In his meeting with Chief Executive Donald Tsang Yam—kuen on the sideline of
the Bo'ao Forum for Asia, Premier Wen Jiabao said the Central Government
would launch more measures to support Hong Kong, including allowing Hong
Kong to issue more yuan—denominated bonds and allowing Mainland residents to
travel from the SAR to Taiwan on Hong Kong—based cruises.

Although these measures have yet to be implemented, they have already
prompted swift responses in Hong Kong. Industries concerned such as banking,
tourism and small— and medium—sized enterprises have all extended their warm
welcome. In particular, the industries are particularly looking forward to the new
measure of opening up cruise tourism.

As exemplified by the measure to expand issuance of yuan bonds in Hong Kong,
a remarkable feature of the Central Government's new measures to support the
SAR is that they are aimed at helping Hong Kong not only ride out the current
difficulties brought up by the financial tsunami but also improve its overall
economic competitiveness, with an eye to Hong Kong's long—term development.
The SAR Government, industries concerned and all citizens must take to heart
and treasure the much thought given by the Central Government behind the
launch of such measures. As a matter of fact, some people nowadays become used
to view things from a negative perspective. When the Central Government made
the decision to build Shanghai into an international financial hub, they rushed to
say that Hong Kong would soon be "marginalised". When Premier Wen advised
Hong Kong people that "no progress means retrogression", they rushed to say
Hong Kong was already in "retrogression". Views based on such worries about
troubles of one's own imagination not only do not confirm to reality, but are also
likely to mislead Hong Kong so that we would miss development opportunities.

At present, therefore, for the SAR Government, industries concerned and
citizens, all conjectures and controversies are superfluous. What is the most
important for them is to let actions speak louder than words, grabbing without
delay the good opportunity provided by the Central Government to launch
complimentary measures and facilities to prepare for the issuance of more yuan
bonds and opening up of cruise tourism. In this regard, the construction of a cruise
terminal at Kai Tak has been delayed for at least 10 years. Since the Central
Government is soon to implement the new measure of allowing Mainland
residents to travel to Taiwan on Hong Kong—based cruises, the imminence and
urgency of building the Kai Tak cruise terminal are now like an arrow on the
bowstring. No time must be wasted.

As everybody knows, cruise tourism has already become the most potential
business in global tourism. In particular, cruise tourists in Asia grow 30% annually.
Taking the Hong Kong—based Star Cruises for example, the number of passengers
boarded on its liners in Hong Kong increased to 8.5 million in 2008 from 7.6

million in 2007, up more than 10%. Compared with travels by land or air, cruise
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tourism has its advantage of comfort and convenience. Passengers could sleep on
ship at night and go ashore for sightseeing during daytime, so that they do not
have to pack luggage every night and remove to another hotel. And on a cruise,
five meals are served daily and there are also entertainment shows. Charges on
board, which used to be quite luxurious, now tend to become increasingly
inexpensive and affordable for general public. Faced up with such great potential
for cruise tourism, however, Hong Kong has obviously remained rather slow in its
pace of development. It was decided in 1999 to build a cruise terminal at the site
of the former Kai Tak airport. But for various reasons, the decision has so
remained in verbal talks. So in the past decade, there is only one berth in service
at Ocean Terminal in Tsim Sha Tsui which can only accommodate a vessel of up
to 100,000 tonnes. In early 2007, the 148,528—tonne Queen May II, the world's
second largest liner, arrived in Hong Kong but was forced to berth near Kwai
Chung container terminal. The 3,000 world—tycoon—class passengers on board had
to take barges in turn to go ashore. This became a big laughingstock.

Now the SAR Government has already decided to invest on its own to build the
Kai Tak cruise terminal, which, upon completion of construction, can
accommodate the world's largest 360—metre—long luxury liner. But the first berth
will not be in operation until 2013 when its construction is due to complete.
Cruise tourism is promising. And with the launch of the new measures by the
Central Government, can construction of the Kai Tak cruise terminal be speeded
up so that it can be in operation at least one year earlier than scheduled ?
Moreover, speeding up construction can also create more jobs. Hence it is one
stone that kills two birds.

21 April 2009

Phrasal Verb :

Be aimed at something/doing something - To have something or
doing something as an aim or purpose.

Examples *

1.The new scheme is aimed at reducing unemployment.

2.The new medical insurance plan is aimed at middle—income people.
3.The terrorist attacks were aimed at the government building but
they missed the target.

4.Prime Minister of Russia Viadimir V. Putin said Russian missiles
would be aimed at US bases.

5.He managed to block the weapon which had been aimed at his
head, but the blow broke his right arm.
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