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SAR youths should carry
on the May Fourth torch

A grand gathering was held in Beijing yesterday to mark the 90th
anniversary of the May Fourth Movement, which was attended by Chinese
leaders including President Hu Jiantao and Premier Wen Jiabao. The SAR
Government also held a flag—raising ceremony at the Golden Bauhinia
Square, in which was participated by representatives of youths and students.

It remains unknown how many of the schools in Hong Kong had organised
activities to commemorate the May Fourth Movement vyesterday. The
education authority perhaps does not gather statistics on such activities either.
But it can be certain that no a small number of enthusiastic principals and
teachers did mention the May Fourth Movement yesterday in morning
gatherings or Chinese—language or history classes. This is indeed very
gratifying and praiseworthy. For the absolute majority of Chinese people
including those in Hong Kong, "May Fourth" is an incredible patriotic and
democratic movement, a pride for all Chinese people. Nearly a century ago,
in order to safeguard the country's sovereignty and national dignity,
bare—handed Peking University students took to the streets shouting out such
slogans as "Struggle for the sovereignty externally, get rid of the national
traitors at home." Young university students' angry cries of justice not only
"stopped" the Beiyang government from signing on a treaty to concede
Shandong at the Paris Peace Conference, but also awakened the righteousness
and conscience of all youths and compatriots across the country. As a result, a
patriotic, progressive mass movement led by intellectuals and young student to
uphold Democracy and Science was soon to sweep the whole country,
writing down a touching and laudable chapter in modern history of China.

Over the past 90 years, the torch of the May Fourth Movement has never
died out in Hong Kong society despite before Hong Kong's return to the
Motherland the British—Hong Kong colonial government had tried its best to
avoid mentioning the May Fourth Movement. After Hong Kong's return to
the Motherland, both the first Chief Executive Tung Chee—hwa and the
current Chief Executive Donald Tsang Yam—kuen have attached great
importance to patriotic education on youths and to historical and cultural
inheritance, including the commemoration of the May Fourth Movement.
"May Fourth" is the root of Chinese youths' patriotic thinking and culture.
The "May Fourth" banner must never be abandoned otherwise youths in the
SAR would become a "rootless generation".

Marking the 90th anniversary of the May Fourth Movement, some
commentators in Hong Kong have raised such issues as "which should be
preferred: democracy or science ? " and "Mr. Democracy and Miss Science
today are not as good as before." All such "value judgments" are wrong and
meant to mislead the youths.

Naturally, participants in the May Fourth Movement 90 years ago had

various starting points and intentions, from opposition to the impotent

@ e [HIUE

19194E5 H 4 B [ AVGES) | - B 53R ERIURREBEES) - LI
FERAERE - HHUMIEEEARER - TR - TEALSHTRERZ2
SR T - TV ihasiE - AERR BB T ~ BTN -

HREAES — R FURBSRS E B TR BN & L - 51|50
REEAE - ORI R E RS B B LSRR G [ | AR EA - K
T AR o AR G AL BN R RS EGE - R
REFFT IS4 - USRI - BIASKIEIENG - 5 H 4 BAUsUB S T
TN HIRRE GO 2 [t (PUESIEI A AE) o MR
Bl (EIEEEERIER) | -

Noolll

B %

Beiyang warlord government and the unequal treaty of national betrayal and
humiliation, to advocate for overthrowing Confucianism and writing in
colloquial language with the New Culture movement. But all intentions,
political or cultural, in the final analysis pointed to one goal: to build China
into a strong nation. In a weak, poor and backward China at that time, all
such issues as democracy, science and culture could not be isolated or
separated. From this perspective, it is not truly to respect and glorify the "May
Fourth" spirit today that some people in the SAR accuse China of focusing
on economic development only ignoring democracy or even "backward going
from democracy". It can be imagined that how gratified and proud the
forerunners of the May Fourth Movement 90 years ago would have felt today
on seeing China having become moderately prosperous and strong with
democracy and rule of law, seeing young people in today's China could give
free rein to their talent and wisdom and grow in a good environment for
learning to prepare themselves for building the Motherland into a powerful
country. It can be said that the ideal of the May Fourth Movement to have a
strong nation with equality, democracy, science and progress has already been
achieved in China today.

Young students in the SAR today not only need to have correct knowledge
of historical facts about the May Fourth Movement years ago, but, more
importantly, must also establish the great ideal and correct goal to become a
contemporary Chinese youth, a contemporary SAR youth. Youthfulness and
warm blood are invaluable. But only when they are combined with the future
of the nation and the interests of society and people, can they become even
more valuable and significant, can the ideal to pursue democracy and practise

science be reached eventually.
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Phrasal Verb :
Die out -

away through time 5 If a family, race or species dies out, there is no

( For a custom, tradition, idea, practice---etc) to fade

longer any member left alive.

Examples *

1. This is a theory that beginning to die out.

2. That way of doing things died out a long time ago.

3. Many Lunar New Year ceremonies have virtually dies out now.

4. There are several theories about why dinosaurs died out so
suddenly.

5. He is the last one in the family so their line will die out with

him.
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