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Possibility increases for

community outbreak of swine flu

A 17—year—old girl student yesterday was confirmed to be suffering from
human swine flu (A/HIN1) and was hospitalized for quarantine. As a result,
the school she attends — the United Christian College (Kowloon East) — was
also ordered yesterday to shut its doors for 14 days. This is the first school
closure since the first A/H1N1 case was reported in Hong Kong.

The first school closure is a manifestation that the threat of the A/HIN1
virus to Hong Kong is intensifying. The infected girl student is the 13th
confirmed case in Hong Kong. No community facility was involved in the
previous 12 cases except the first one in which the MetroPark Hotel in Wan
Chai - where the infected Mexican man stayed — had to be sealed off for
quarantine. A school closure, however, means the virus has possibly been
brought into a community, which is one step closer to a community outbreak.

Following the confirmation of the infection of the F—5 girl student, the
Centre for Health Protection and Education Bureau immediately decided to
close the school. Such decision is timely and correct. For one thing, after
returning to Hong Kong from an overseas tour, the girl student took part in a
graduation ceremony rehearsal at her school, which was also attended by
160—plus students and school staff members. Although the girl had been
wearing a mask while at school, there was no guarantee that the virus did not
spread. Therefore it is necessary to close the school for cleaning and to advise
those who were present at the rehearsal to take Tamiflu and rest at home.
Secondly, the school—closure decision once again unequivocally raises the
pandemic alarm to all schools and parents in Hong Kong, which is helpful to
prevent a possible community outbreak.

As Secretary for Food & Health York Chow Yat—ngok pointed out earlier,
schools are the most vulnerable to a community outbreak. Particularly in
primary and junior high schools, pupils like to jostle each other or share food
and thus they have intimate physical contacts. They also often like to rub
their noses and eyes with their hands. So if there is any virus, it would
quickly spread among them. Many schools in Mexico and the United states
have become "heavy disaster areas" with the number of infected cases in the
dozens in an outbreak.

Once the battle—line at schools collapses, pupils will take virus home and
spread it to their families. Then a community outbreak becomes inevitable.
Therefore, the decision by the Centre for Health Protection and Education
Bureau to close the school is resolute and timely. An important experience
gained since the start of the current fight against pandemic is that decisions
must be made in time.

Similarly, Professor Yuen Kwok Yung, a specialist in microbiology with the
University of Hong Kong, also pointed out earlier that a major task of Hong
Kong's pandemic prevention was to delay the spread of the virus as late as
possible. If it could be delayed until summer vacation begins, the possibility

for a community outbreak would become much slimmer as by then all

@%ﬁﬁ%ﬂ'l%ﬂ%

HINT FUAEIGURERRE TR » B AR 0 B 3 H TP 21 - 5 i
CEFHARERD 2 BR o6 EIBI AN I G 19,273 52 H B HINT JEHEZ RG]
s Hep A REZEC 11701 5 FIARAE 5 B 31 H A 7S =8Pl HINT H
RUFSEC R o BEILERE > CRIOAER ~ EIREDUR PAE S SR SRR A 7N
& HINT ARG RN - #E 6 H 3 0 - e =0 e 27
o (ERA IR o B AR n] B R e L AR - BELAEY
ASAHLAEL ©
THIE HINT AR ARG - R BRI — R Y - iEE B2

schools would be closed.

Of course, to give an order to close a school is easy, but there are practical
difficulties in carrying such an order. Right now it is the crucial season when
final exams and various public exams are being held. The F—5 students at the
United Christian College (Kowloon East) were originally set to participate in
the HKCEE Oral Exam next week. Now the Hong Kong Examination and
Assessment Authority will have to make an alternative arrangement.

And during the school closure, students' study should not be completely
interrupted. The school authority needs to continue providing teaching stuff
and tutoring through the Internet or via other channels. As required, the
students concerned must stay at home to take a rest and continue their study.
The school closure is not meant to give an extra two—week break for the
students to go out and play. Otherwise, the purpose of the school closure
would be greatly distorted and the effects discounted.

Moreover, if classes are to be suspended for primary school pupils, problems
will be even more difficult to solve. Many parents have to go out to work.
They cannot leave the children alone at home and their applications for leave
may not be granted by their employers. These will be practical problems in
future when more schools are to be closed. On this, the Education Bureau
and school authorities concerned must make ahead—of—time arrangements,
such as asking community centres or welfare centres to help take care of
aftected children.

On the other hand, as the epidemic is spreading globally right now, parents
should avoid taking their children to travel overseas unless there is an absolute
necessity. The girl student of the United Christian College (Kowloon East)
and her four—year—old cousin both fell ill upon returning to Hong Kong after
traveling to Canada with their families to visit relatives and do sight—seeing.
Was it worth it for their parents to arrange the trip?

29 May 2009

Idiom:

Be meant to do something - To have a particular purpose; to have a

particular responsibility or duty.

Examples:

1. This song is meant to be listened to only at night when the stars seem
both so close and so far away.

. I am meant to do something different from others.

. You are meant to keep the children out of trouble.

. It was meant to be an apology, but it only made her even more upset.
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. Had humans been meant to fly, they would have been born with

wings.

SHEMT [ 2RISR | 18 - A EEHAEDFER O TR [ERAITH
PRt E A S | o HRHEERE RR TR HINUZE - T
VA RURE -

HINT RS B E RZARBRE - Hrigr)— S xR E—
17 5% i BUEMEREDE (RILER) MR AEE R - IR R
% HEREEARIERRE o B > 208 RRAhiRN — i rEr
BRI U - BR T HIETHDT T - BRI 3000 TCAG B R ERTE
FRIG > FREEIREDE A o

% BERY

RAEA2 TR B

BALE - dE AR, - A LT
B BROMEE - FEES (S
B ) F R AU A JLHEE - B
CGman ) FLFHA [RAMERZ > T
FIBERTZ | RS - BRECE AR
MEM - BN EAEERE
HIRERE o
EXEPNGIEIE: 3ihp T G TT e
WA - PIE RSO R
- HAVE S FROBERES - UL
HE [RFIEE | o BRTHD - ERIMEE
T ALFEE o
o M IR ARG ¢ B - F
ESCFHEAR o B [FLTHAIES - B
=B (GmaR e i) BIFRAR
(GmrBfEit) - HERE (=)
(B 'E ERHREH ) - HE [RA]
il AR | A - BA
[ [B REE o ER ARG H)
BB EIOCE - — R VERBRETRAY

“OONEARBEE BHA takungpas

5 ER

HE o RERE—H (RE
HILTERAR M RBEEERT G
e - HRAERETE TP ES 5
AlEiE—l

BHEEER  FH ! [E4AWE

B-| #2RE B [EF0EE
o | BEBH - FH I [/NAMBEN
» LiFe  AIREEAS ; BiFss
AIREHAR  EFE  IREHA
RAE—XmE AIEAZREEEM
ER CBAR! ]

= [EE] - fERSOE [RH
Bl o LT R R RASAIANT 2 7]
oA o (Eah ) ST B RER
fLF [VUESTE) » &y o P
HREREH T LT SRR

SR BRTERRKEEA - E
WA ERE E A (B A LR
HE) o BMTENRBAFERIEE

AT R S L I B R R S TR
ffi ! BE

WERE “pag ARE

HETH WERSaRE,

e TR o Tiny
;T—H ar cﬂ#tffﬁs* f“'fat,,ju'.:- S
THE BiRFERE,. b “15-;2;; AU ERDIAG
% u“||$_l z &'-'IP "1'.? u -,'H-H' REFT LT
; -"IEIR*%L Ef'l'?'-'.;.ﬂ.r?ﬂ..-'?, ..;I':li_.a o ek D
e D U!-‘.pg_.ﬂ’."l‘l.-ﬂ'% ‘-—"“1 5 ?H wERE
5 o
‘3 v IR S

£y H.-""'\-. -~

ftVERE RLERE

Z # (yeung@harkyeung.com )

ZINFR I BN 6 o B ) i A
R (RS - SR — R R R ]
A BRI USRS

TEMRMEIZ » Eron 2 THRE R
FE A MR 2 R T 3 fE ]
T

B-2EFWeRL —EEILRK
HERBE—HEE N EIZRE > IR
TMCED) - TEEE o SRGEER
BE - EERE L EEFIEHEEY

» BRASEY R RN o

IR EE (R B2 (R 52 R
o BA  Level * BhEE HE IR REAY A £
TERIES » SUAERE B3R 0 TEEE
PR SCERE R B ISR 3 - &0
e —BEZAY - B — ek

s —IRE o RERER A SCERPES ©

IR S = (G - SR 2 s
E/INIVE KTERIESE - N GE T
e 2N

H AP readers » # @ SCEME

Vit

Ui

.

1)

S

mnAYETA > L EAS R - 48RS
P FEEAL > i T — 2075 E7 o 68
R R R T o (R F/ AT
R EOG B SRR Y RO ©
F RO T B2 T B R E SR
RFRIJEAE o A RLEREH > |
D EE— B TE 2 T B ST RIS
= o

BABHE G BREEFRE
X §TGEESTHATNE  MREER
MERETE BB ME0 2 A E
A ERATZME - FEERE
TACEE > TEE -~ TR AEE T
IERRBLENEE TN B
TMETEE - ST o

HMEGEM - FEFECHE - FE
ERERIRIERIRES B - #
PR RATBRLE - AflErEs
TREEM: » TS - HASE
SRS S A0LL ? IR 24 1
FEN B EREEL AHEL 2

(FEERMFELER - F)

R B ITHIE
FAMFEHEHIE

Mt & | & HAKGEHEFKK
RI—HR A - ATal Mk &5 KER
SHERAERT - HREEHEE '
HRERISR - THAER IR
ZT o IMRRLE | M - fER
4o

SR - B - AR
RO - NBEEM - FErE
EEWE SRR T RS - Sk
SH  EHBEZT  E SR
WEHEMTE o BEMTHFEERR
T EE R R - TREFE
R - R IMRIREE LA - HA
PR SR AT T AR R HE AR
SRR BB BRI - Rk
O & E R E S EOAE AR 2 B

ETHIRR 2 o
W4 > AR SR A &
BREREMh A TREERY > B E
BRI i AR A S 0 Nl o K
I RSB R B E fE AN T S R BRI
BRI B MG TS - B ATREEARZR
3EAFEN > FOF BB TR E =R
B - BREEEHRFERETEE
» (HRETS MES 8 A T Mt &
& BAE BHRRERE > A2
#ah o MEFHE = T R/ NE RSP
WA o
MERAGES - MRS RIS E &
SR TR GBS - Mt
HEER A o
HENEEIES BE




