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Pegasus sc

chool students

must be protected first

Secretary for Education Michael Suen Ming—yeung yesterday confirmed that
a four—member team had been sent to Pegasus Philip Wong Kin Hang
Christian Primary — Junior Secondary School to look into its administrative
and financial problems and oversee the sponsorship transition of the facility.
By yesterday, school supervisor Carman Leung Shuk—ching had yet to show
up and submit her financial report.

In a related development, parents of the 300—plus Pegasus students, at a
gathering last night, demanded that the school continue its operations. At
present the school has more than 500 students.

What is astonishing about this incident is that not only is Carman Leung,
the person concerned, concurrently board chairperson of the sponsoring body
and school supervisor, but at one time also worked as the principal of the
school even though she lacks the education background and qualification for
the post. How is it possible to prevent problems from occurring, with one
person taking on all these jobs that have role conflicts ?

The Pegasus school is one of the Direct Subsidy Scheme schools, which the
SAR Government subsidises with some $20 million each year. According to
the Education Ordinance, the school management must annually submit its
accounts and financial reports to the Education Bureau for scrutiny. But since
2000 when the school opened, the management has delayed submitting
reports several times. Until the current incident was exposed, the school had
failed to submit its financial reports to the Education Bureau for the last two
years.

Moreover, according to the Education Ordinance a Direct Subsidy Scheme
school must set up a board of directors to exercise supervision. However, of
the six board members of the Pegasus school, besides Carmen Leung herself,
one is her husband and two others are her brothers—in—law. Family members
and relatives work together to tightly hold power.

Under these circumstances, strange things such as "one contracting out
projects to oneself" have happened in the school. Services in school library,
social works and IT technology have all been contracted out to a company,
with the school paying more than $100,000 per month. And this company is
set up by Carmen Leung herself.

Various facts clearly show that there are big loopholes in the Pegasus
school's operation, management and supervision. School administration has
been monopolized by a single person for a long time, to the extent that she
could assign jobs based on nepotism and favouritism, contract out businesses
to herself and mess up the ledgers. The problems are all too clear.

Education is certainly a sacred undertaking. The Pegasus institution also
carries the signboard of a religion organization. But it cannot be ruled out that
some individuals, who "cry up wine and sell vinegar," would attempt to seek
personal benefits on the pretext of running a school and under the cover of
religion, trying to pass fish eyes for pearls. After the incident was exposed,
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quite a few parents of students have complained that a certain person had
asked them to make donations to the school or even borrowed money from
them. The sum involved in this regard amounted to about $1.5 million.

What deserves greater attention is that this Pegasus school incident could
occur obviously because some individuals have wantonly made use of legal
loopholes, taking the opportunity of the government's encouragement to "run
schools through multiple channels". This Pegasus school was set up at the
beginning of this century, when the SAR Government was devoting efforts to
education reforms, introducing a series of measures such as "easing

restrictions", "

running schools through multiple channels" and "catering for
learner differences". Then a lot of new sponsoring bodies came into being and
applied for permission to run schools, asking for funds, land lots and school
buildings from the government. On the whole, it should be affirmed that the
general result of this "one hundred flowers blossoming" situation in running
schools is good and successful. But it cannot be ruled out that there would be
some black sheep. On the other hand, while encouraging "running school
through multiple channels," the education authority has still followed the
Education Ordinance, that was enacted many years ago, in carrying out
supervision — everything relying on reports by sponsoring bodies and school
managements on their own initiative. This inevitably gives an opportunity
that can be exploited by individuals with ulterior motives.

Now the Education Bureau has taken over the Pegasus school, preparing to
hand its sponsorship to another sponsoring body so that the school can
continue operating when the new school year begins in September. This
decision is correct. The sponsor of the Pegasus school is dishonest, but
students, teachers and staff are innocent. In regard to the 500—plus students, in
particular, the Education Bureau must safeguard their right to an education,
helping them continue with their studies at the school or transfer to other
schools. In order to put an end to malpractices in the management of schools,

the sponsor's personal responsibilities must be investigated and dealt with by

law. 03 June 2009

Phrasal Verb :

Mess up - To make a mistake or do something badly 5 to make
something dirty or untidy.

Examples :

1. I'm not going to let him mess up my life.

2. The wind messes up his hair.

3. She says she completely messed up the job interview.

4. You messed up. Don't let it happen again.

5. They had managed to mess up the office.
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