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Around 8:00 pm yesterday, a bottle full of corrosive liquid "fell from the
sky" again on the pedestrian—only zone on Sai Yeung Choi Street South,
Mong Kok. More than 20 pedestrians were injured by the acid attack.

What is more shocking is that this is the third attack of its kind at the same
site within six months, with the second attack having happened just 20—plus
days ago. Altogether, nearly 100 pedestrians have been hurt while walking or
shopping in the area in the past half a year.

Such acid attacks arouse popular indignation and scorn. In general, there
ought to be some "cause" for a street brawl to hurt some people. But in the
three acid attacks, the nearly 100 victims including Hong Kong citizens and
tourists just happened to pass by. The culprit doesn't know them, let alone
have any grudge with them. But the culprit just wantonly threw corrosive
acid from a height to hurt them for no reason. Such behaviour is not only
immoral and illegal but should also be described as "mad". While the
corrosive liquid may not be fatal, it could burn skin or even cause more
severe injuries. The acid, if spattering into one's eyes, could cause blindness. If
it spatters onto a lady's face, it may leave scars. Moreover, such an attack
happens all of a sudden, which would terribly shock the victims. The
psychological shadow cast on them could linger on for a long time.

Because of this, citizens and public opinions have in succession made their
strongest condemnations on such vicious crimes, demanding the SAR
Government and police to make all-out efforts to catch the acid—throwing
culprit and bring him to justice as soon as possible.

As a matter of fact, the culprit has picked up the pedestrian—only zone in
Mong Kok with the heaviest human flow to launch the acid attacks, which
have not only injured innocent passers—by but also dealt a heavy blow to
Hong Kong's tourism, retail sales and catering industries. For, the site of the
incidents is one of the largest shopping centres in Hong Kong, where is
crowded with shops selling audio—vedio electronic products. The Sneaker
Street and Ladies' Street ( Tung Choi Street ) are famous for a great variety
of high quality and inexpensive goods on sale, as well as for specialty
restaurants. Not only that young people would love to buy "inexpensive"
goods there, but many tourists from the Mainland, Southeast Asia and
Taiwan, attracted by its reputation, would also like to go there and buy
electronic home appliances, sports items and cosmetics. Now with the acid
attacks happening one after another, not only are Hong Kong citizens
refraining from going there, but tourists are also stepping back, regarding the
zone as dangerous. Shops in the area complain that their businesses have
dropped by 20—30% . While the financial tsunami is no doubt the major
cause, it also has something to do with the acid attacks. The latter indeed
adds frost to snow.

With such vicious crimes taking place one after the other, Commissioner of
Police Tang King— shing yesterday again made a strong condemnation, saying
the police would give priority to tracking down the culprit. A reward for
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information about the perpetrator has been raised to $600,000, and a crime
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unit has taken over the investigation of the cases.

Needless to say, to catch the culprit on spot is something easier said than
done as precautions can hardly ward off sudden attacks. At the site there stand
numerous tall buildings with a multitude of visitors, while the perpetrator
would hide in a dark corner waiting for his chance to launch an attack. And
normally, the motives of a culprit are hardly understandable. Psychologists
normally attribute to his or her discontent with reality or having been dealt a
blow by unemployment or disappointment in love affairs. But if it is inferred
that the three acid attacks are done by a same person, then there must be
some traces that can be found in his abnormal mentality and behaviour.
Citizens' help should be an impartment factor in uncovering these cases. Such
abnormal behaviour, hostile to the whole society, is really a "time bomb" in
public security. No one knows whether and when oneself or one's families or
relatives would fall victim to next attack. Therefore, helping the police
investigation and tipping off suspicious individuals is the duty of a law—biding
citizen. Residents and shops in the area are even more duty—bound in this
regard to heighten their vigilance.

At the same time, the police must speed up the installation of a
closed—circuit television surveillance system. It is learned that the Electrical
and Mechanical Services Department had already completed installing the
equipment last week, which can start operation after a meeting with the
District Council today. At the beginning of this year, some Legislative
Council members were against installing such a surveillance system, popularly
known as "sky eyes", citing "violation of residents' privacy". The debate lasted
for quite some time. Now it turns out that protection of pedestrians' life safety
must be strengthened. The assertion about "violation of privacy" is just an
attempt to look for a bone in an egg — that's all.

09 June 2009

Idiom :

All of a sudden - Quickly and unexpectedly, suddenly.

Examples :

1. All of a sudden, Iightening strikes the tree under which we are
sitting.

2. It seemed to happen all of a sudden - [ fell dizzy and I just
collapsed.

3. I was sitting reading my book when all of a sudden the lights went
out.

4. All of a sudden we heard a loud explosion that shook the building.

5. She felt a sharp pain in her back all of a sudden.
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<<Memory>> o AR Midnight
/ Not a sound from the pavement /
Has the moon lost her memory ? / She
is smiling alone / In the lamplight /
The withered leaves collect at my feet /

And the mind begins to moan.
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