B 2
s

N = E@‘
e el

FEH T HING JUEH S FEHEAZRRTE o ERBEARES

ST B CR TR ER A — L A THERS | R A TRERL]

ERE VUK - ZAEGARSN I > GURTREEAFAREA 5 B[R]
s —Z M RAER B FIREZIN—EE &% - B ER [ ARG
c Hp S B & L E S EERE -

RS > [ | SRS EREEES HEREHEZRE
1% TERE | GE BV - EE > nER o~ JE - 3wl - HAZIK
IETAEE P AR AT R & 0 I U IR T 2 TR S SR
» JRENE A E A B 2 BRUER AT o

HE L — N ~ S BRI E S IEERE RS R RS = A ER A
L% R S A O RS i A MR E PR N [0 > B HERE R 1T AL R S SR A
PRI R > R A R APUER TE -

RN AR REREE A —FES [Tl #E | ARk EEE
R BE > RENDEERE RS - O RERE 2R > TIFE
B ~ G R B o FEREOLT » FRIREUN ~ BEATECPT AR
[ AT AN T B RS DRI % > FREE — S U B IE R PUE R
TAE -

HEAE R AR EEENIEREZaEGAHR  ENEE 0 2
BERSERNIMENE R - DU B A T R 2 R0 I HERE A EUR. o

BRI TATRIHEL - [T | AEEE AT AT— a0
R LS [RE ML B TR o

HE - IEEE AR B EERARTRAT » F— S b B 3 i
» B2 BRAE T AN 473 0 9 1 B 5% 3R AN DA Bt RS B BN Rl 51 B 2
PR RURAT » B —E KB GRS E o Stk [ 1A | e
BB T T 43 ik AR S [FIAR B R A1) DA B 2 7 1) B B 1k o T Bt
HOZIE NI [T | R E R E RS 1RSSR i o

Rt - B 2REHBE LAEER > AIE [REKRE | » KR
ST BRI E SIS I - it S L o AT ERE2ETR
REEs  AXTEEPR [HEAE]  MEBEEHERNIET -

MEMRARESR  PUBEBS ~ PiRAEEC - BAMIF—Y)H
DAt iy BARA - BTSN ER S EERERRE P EAS

EXitorial

i

S EREERP N ELRR  5IFLBNERHHEREIFR2 F

PHRIHTT > RFFE NZE SRS o 1 RIE 2R TR - RER
K EER2 I - AR LA

T 4 i 2 ST B T R AR - HR BRI BR R T - PRI 1
N AR - E TR E AR LPUE - R T 0
Wi > A LAe iR~ B R ORI ARG - R &
{8 B R AR A o

eIk KEORE [BPISEsT | B TIEZMEHar - FH—5#
RRAREMGELEIEEEE B8RS S HR T RREBUT
TAESC Ry E B -

HER > TaeBeEWE 2R R - Rt &R H 2
TRV RE EA R 5 ARIER B RE T RS BT HHEE
P REAFERESE > BYUETIER A -

2009/06/11 A~ EH;4LFE

The fight again the A/HIN1 human swine flu pandemic in Hong Kong
reached a crucial stage yesterday.

Inside Hong Kong, a girl student of St Paul's Convent School ( Secondary
Section ) in Causeway Bay was yesterday confirmed to have contracted the
A/HIN1 virus and several of her schoolmates were also suspected to have
been infected. The school has been closed for 14 days. The girl had not
traveled overseas and the source of her infection remains unknown. At the
same time, it was also confirmed yesterday that a man, who had also not
traveled overseas, had caught the flu after attending a cocktail party on Friday.

He is thus the first case of "second—generation infection" in Hong Kong. It
was found later that at the cocktail party that there was a confirmed patient
who had been abroad.

Outside Hong Kong, Director General of the World Health Organization

(WHO ) Dr Margaret Chan Fung Fu—chun held a teleconference before
dawn today with health officials from seven countries with large—scale human
swine flu outbreaks - Mexico, the United Sates, Canada, the United
Kingdom, Australia and Japan — in preparation to upgrade the pandemic alert
to the top Phase 6, that is, to declare a global pandemic.

In face of such tough circumstances at home and abroad, Chief Executive
Donald Tsang Yam—kuen, who was attending The Pan—Pearl River Delta
Regional Cooperation and Development Forum in Nanning city in Guangxi
province, cut short the visit and returned to Hong Kong last night to oversee
the upgrading of the anti—pandemic fight.

Now a community epidemic outbreak, an inevitable eventuality as the
Health Bureau and specialists have repeatedly warned, has finally happened.
The anti—pandemic frontlines in the SAR have moved from the airport and
other border checkpoints into all communities in Hong Kong. The
operational range has become much wider and the pandemic situation has
become much more difficult to control. In these circumstances the SAR
Government, health authorities and the vast majority of citizens must attune
their minds and work—pace accordingly in order to be able to fight more
effectively against the pandemic. For health authorities and the Steering
Committee to deal with pandemic preparedness headed by the Chief
Executive, the most important task right now is to keep abreast of the latest
developments in the situations at home and abroad, as well as to release clear,
accurate and timely information to the public.

The hesitance of the WHO to declare a global pandemic is due to worries
that it might cause unnecessary panic in the general public.

As a matter of fact, ( WHO's) pandemic Phase 6 or a global pandemic is a
declaration based on geographical scope, that is, when there are over 1,000
confirmed cases in each of at least two countries on two continents, alert
Phase 6 or full pandemic can be declared, which does not necessarily reflect
the seriousness of the pandemic. In this regard the WHO is planning to create
a further three sub—phases under Phase 6 to better indicate the gravity of a
pandemic. Even when it keeps upgrading its alert, the WHO does not stand
for imposing restrictive measures such as banning travels.
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Therefore, even if the alert is raised to the highest level, it does not mean
the arrival of Doomsday. As long as Hong Kong heightens its preparedness
and take responsive measures, society will be safe. How to remind all citizens
to maintain high vigilance without causing any panic in the population largely
relies on how the Health Bureau does its job.

For most citizens it is the government's duty to lead the fight against a
pandemic but it is a personal responsibility to avoid being infected. For this, it
is fundamental for a person to take all necessary preventive measures during an
outbreak, including getting enough rest, paying attention to hygiene when
eating and drinking, avoiding non—essential visits to crowded places and
maintaining good air circulation at home. In case one unfortunately catches
the swine flu, one can be cured as long as he or she takes medical treatment
in time.

Right now, while the financial tsunami has yet to blow over, the A/HIN1
human swine flu pandemic situation becomes more serious. For both the
government and the citizens, the most important thing at present is to be
united to fight against the pandemic. Only when the whole society unites as
one can we overcome difficulties to ride out adversity and reduce to a
minimum the effects of the pandemic on the economy, people's livelihood
and society.

Up to date, Hong Kong has done an excellent job in border defence against
the pandemic. The popularity of Secretary for Food and Health Dr. York
Chow Yat—ngok has risen to the top among all major government officials.
This shows the importance of public support to government work.

In fact, whether in coping with the financial tsunami or in fighting against
the A/HIN1 flu pandemic, it is important to maintain social stability. It is
counterproductive to the anti—pandemic fight to have big numbers of people
gathering for street demonstrations and other assemblies in the midst of such a

pandemic outbreak.

11 June 2009

Idiom:

Keep / stay abreast of something - To stay informed about the

most recent facts about a subject or situation.

Examples:

1. I try to keep abreast of any developments.

2. It is almost impossible to keep abreast of all the latest developments
in computing.

3. This new service helps doctors keep abreast of the newest drugs
available.

4. Don't you think part of a prime minister's job is to keep abreast of
world affairs?

5. Wherever I travelled, I could read Sally's blog to keep abreast of
activities in our club.
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