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FY 3 E "China Dishes Up Menu
Translations" B 2| cultural
connotations » H M E AR ASERFEIE
AV EREE -

B NEE » ZEEE FY translations
such as "burnt lion's head" for
pork meatballs are confusing for
foreigners * % the names of
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many Chinese dishes have
historical, cultural, regional and
political connotations that would
not necessarily be understood by
foreigners. R E 0 the poor
English  translations  "either scare
or embarrass foreign customers
and may cause misunderstanding
of China's diet habits".
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With the beginning of the new school term, a voluntary
school—based drug testing scheme will go for a trial run in
secondary schools in Tai Po District later this month as scheduled.
But days before the start of the trial scheme, authorities concerned
have made a decision that results of the drug tests in schools will not
be passed on to the police.

This is a timely and wise decision.

As a matter of fact, since the trial scheme of voluntary school—based
drug testing was proposed, the police's role and involvement has been
the focus of public concerns. Under normal circumstances, the
police are duty bound to crack down on drugs. Hence how could
any drug testing scheme be deterrent without the police being
involved? How would it be possible to track down and eliminate
the source of drug supply in a school? From this perspective,
police involvement seems inevitable, and naturally the results of
students' drug tests ought to be handed on to the police to follow up.

However, those in favour of such an argument perhaps forget
something very important, that is, the feelings and worries of the
great majority of parents. Not a small number of parents have
expressed their concerns that if their children were found to have
abused drugs in the tests and the results were passed on to the police,
the mistake they had made due to ignorance for being young of age
would have left a permanent stain in their records, spoiling their
future opportunities of going to higher schools and taking up
occupations. Moreover, professional legal organisations have also
pointed out that, to track down the sources of drug supplies by
following up drug—abusing students would put their personal safety
in jeopardy. Therefore, concerned with their children's safety,
parents would refuse to sign on the consent forms for drug—testing.

Now, having taken into consideration the concerns of parents and
others, authorities concerned have decided to keep the drug—testing
results out of reach of the police. This decision, made by following
good advices, by no means violates the principles of implementing
the “drug testing scheme” .

In fact, the launch of a school—based drug testing scheme is, firstly,
to prevent drug—free students from being lured into drug abuse, and,
secondly, to help drug—abusing students quit the evil habit. All in
all, the purpose is to protect students, not to uncover drugs and catch
drug traffickers. For the latter, the police have a specialized
anti—drug department doing the job, which does not need the help
of a school—based drug testing scheme. Nor is the original intention
of launching a school—based drug testing scheme for drug
enforcement or to catch drug traffickers.

Therefore, after full discussions, it is now made clear that results of
drug tests will not be passed on to the police. This really greatly eases
concerns of parents and school authorities, and is in favour of the
implementation of the scheme to better serve the purpose of the
scheme and the interests of the students.

Hence the police will have no access to information of students'
drug tests and therefore law enforcers will play no role in the drug
testing scheme. But this does not mean the police will keep their
hands oft the problem of drug abuse among young students, no
longer enforcing the law. On the contrary, the police's existing

anti—drug abuse campaigns among vyouths including the School
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Liaison Programme, will be further strengthened in future to
continue cracking down on drug— and triad—related crimes in
schools. In this regard, law enforcement will never be weakened.

Likewise, having listened to various opinions, authorities concerned
yesterday also made it clear that drug tests would be conducted only
after the consent forms were signed by both parents and students.
This decision also has everything to gain and nothing to lose.
Originally, the scheme only required the consent of parents, though
it also stated that if a student was unwilling to take the test, his or her
wish would be respected and the test would not be enforced but
social workers of the school then would follow up to find out why
the student refused to be tested. Now the consent forms need also to
be signed by students, which will ensure the implementation of the
scheme to go on more smoothly.

It seems that, after parents' participation in discussion and speaking
out their opinions, the school—based drug testing scheme has become
more considerate and perfect than when it was initially proposed.
The common goal of keeping young students away from drugs and
keeping schools drug free has obviously won support of the great
majority of citizens and parents — this is beyond doubt.

Right now, one thing of the utmost importance is to give space
and time allowing the trial run of the voluntary school—based drug
testing scheme in Tai Po District to start and go on, not to be
interrupted by doubts and debates. It can be believed that the drug
testing scheme will be perfected in practice to play its due party.
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WORDS AND USAGE

@® Trial run (idiom) - A practical test of something new or
unknown to discover its effectiveness.

Example: 1. Take the car for a trial run before you buy it. 2. We
are holding a table tennis tournament in the new stadium, as a
trial run for next year's World Cup.

® Be duty bound to do something (idiom) - To have
to do something because it is your duty.

Example: We are duty bound to justify how we spend the funds.
@® Track down something /somebody; Track something/
somebody down; (phrasal verb) — To find something or
someone after a long and difficult search.

Example: 1. Experts are trying to track down the source of
contamination in the water supply. 2.We finally tracked Sally
down in her parents' house.

® Perspective (noun) - A particular way of considering
something.

Examples: 1.Her attitude lends a fresh perspective to the subject.
2.He writes from a Marxist perspective.

® In jeopardy (idiom) - In danger of being damaged or
destroyed.

Example: The lives of thousands of birds are in jeopardy as a
result of the oil spillage.
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