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George Szirtes 0] "February" WHF4A
A frightened rabbit sprints across a field.
A frosty creature, half bat, half bear,
clings to a tree. Small flowers of frost

explode in bushes, splinter in the air.
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Tie/Watherland) Wil Never Fofiges

In the run—up to the 60th Grand National Day, various sectors in
Hong Kong are gearing up for grand celebratory activities. A
large—scale photo exhibition — The Motherland Will Never Forget,
which opened yesterday, is one of such celebratory activities that is of

deep significance and deserving of close attention.

The photo exhibition, jointly hosted by Ta Kung Pao, the Association
of Chinese Culture of Hong Kong and the National Museum of China,
is held in the Hong Kong Exhibition Centre in China Resources
Building in Wan Chai. Given the limited space of the exhibition hall,
the show with more than 1,000 pictures seems somewhat crowded.
On the other hand, is there any hall huge enough to accommodate Hong
Kong compatriots' affections for the Motherland and their participation
and investment in the reconstruction of the country in past 60 years?

This is a touching exhibition. There appeared a unique scene
yesterday at the exhibition: quite a few guests having their pictures
taken in front of photos of their elder generation, such as Ian FoK
Chun—wan before a photo of Henry Fok, Fei Fei before that of Fei Yi
Ming, Payson Cha Mou Sing before that of Cha Chi Ming'*+ For
them, love of the Motherland is now not only an ideal but also a dream
of two generations and a tradition of their families. Today, they are not
only continuing to march forward along the patriotic road inherited
from their fathers, but also educating their children to pass on the

torch of patriotism* -+

This is also a heart—shaking exhibition. In the past 60 years, Hong
Kong people have never for a moment been emotionally detached from
the Motherland. This is a fact well known to a lot of Hong Kong

citizens, many of whom their personal experiences. Nevertheless, such

a highly condensed and concentrated representation of Hong Kong

people's patriotic aftections for the Motherland, with over 1,000
photographs displayed together at one occasion, is still absolutely
thrilling and heart shaking.

From the photos it can be seen that Hong Kong people's patriotism
has played an unparalleled role at crucial moments. In the section of
black—and—white pictures, some show some excited Hong Kong
citizens raising the five—star red flag in the early days after the founding
of the People's Republic of China (PRC). From that moment, British
colonial rulers already became aware that it was no longer possible to
separate Hong Kong from China, whatever diplomatic efforts they
might make. In the 1950s, some patriotic Hong Kong workers and
students returned to the Mainland to work or study, taking with them
their attachment and devotion to the Motherland. When Mainland
began reform and opening up, Hong Kong citizens rushed to invest
there setting up factories and doing businesses. What has inspired them
to take enormous funds and advanced factory facilities and equipment
into the Mainland is also their keen attachment and devotion to the
Motherland.
enthusiasm in help disaster reliefs on the Mainland and support of the

The source of strength for Hong Kong people's

Beijing Olympics in 2008, again, comes from their love of the
Motherland.

The Motherland Will Never Forget. The Motherland will never
forget Hong Kong people's contributions to the reconstruction of the
country at various periods in the past 60 years, will never forget Hong
Kong's role as a bridge and window (linking to the world) in the
country's development. Nor ever will the Motherland forget vast

majority of Hong Kong compatriots' long—lasting attachment to the
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Motherland. We hail every achievement of the Motherland, we shed
tears for every suftering of the Motherland. We will never forget the
Motherland, and in no circumstances will the Motherland forget us.

Another important significance of The Motherland Will Never Forget
photo exhibition lies in its fresh inspiration for today's Hong Kong
society.

In fact, every picture on the exhibition is pointing to an important fact
that the reconstruction of the country cannot be done with Hong Kong
compatriots' participation and contribution, nor can Hong Kong
develop without the Motherland's care and support. Out of such care
and support, Mainland residents are allowed to make "do—it—yourself "
trips to Hong Kong bringing enormous incomes to SAR tourism, and
the yuan is allowed to be used for settlement of trade deals between
Hong Kong and the Mainland to help consolidate Hong Kong's status
as an international financial hub. But it is not limited to those things.
Such care and support further proves the close relationship in which
Hong Kong compatriots have shared the same fate with their
Motherland in past six decades, proves the truth that "Hong Kong's
success benefits the country; the country's success further benefits Hong
Kong " . Former Chief Executive Tung Chee Hwa, who was the first
to make this now well-known remark, further elaborated the idea
yesterday at the opening of the photo exhibition.

Today, Hong Kong society must commit itself to cooperate with the
country's development, more actively participating in the nation's great
The

Government on the other hand will give its strong support to safeguard

endeavour of deepening reform and opening up. Central
and promote prosperity and stability in Hong Kong. Hong Kong
Under all
circumstances, we are all Chinese sons and daughters, and China is our
Mother. About this, the Motherland will never forget and under no
circumstances should we ever forget. 11 September 2009

people's love of the Motherland is selfless and sincere.

WORDS AND USAGE

(1) Gear up (phrasal verb) - To be prepared, ready and able
to do something/for something.
Examples: 1. The athletes are gearing up for the big game. 2.

Hospitals are gearing themselves up to deal with new patients.

(2 Somewhat (adverb) - Slightly.
Example: 1.The place has changed somewhat over the last

few years. 2.She is somewhat more confident than she used to
be.

(3 Pass something on (phrasal verb) - To give someone
something that another person has given you.

Examples: 1.Could you please pass the book to Sally after you
finish reading 1¢t? 2.1'll pass on your news to the rest of our
family.

@ In/under no circumstances (idiom) - Used to
emphasize that something should never happen or be allowed.
Examples: 1.In no circumstances should you lend Tom any
money. 2.Under no circumstances will I ever go back there
again!

(5 Lie in something (phrasal verb) - To exist or be found
in something.

Examples: 1.His skill lies in his ability to communicate

complex ideas very simply. 2.The film's interest lies in the

social problems it exposes.
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