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Dinosaurs Part 2

2 1 ( yeung@harkyeung.com )

Sometimes it is good to tell the readers a bit of history, so that the story

carries a bit of depth. I added this in the third paragraph. At the same time I

described the skeleton. The readers could have an idea how important it was

and decide whether the exhibition was worth going.

The entire skeleton, 70 per cent of which is well preserved, was
found in 1985 in Inner Mongolia during the construction of a large
chemical factory. The creature lived about 100 million years ago,

during the early Cretaceous period.

"Visitors won't see it like this," says Feng Lu, a researcher at the
Inner Mongolia Autonomous Region Museum. "The strings will be
taken away when the plaster is dry. Journalists ask me why we send

replicas. This is why."

The exhibition features about 200 fossils of dinosaurs, ancient
animals and plants unearthed on the mainland. Most are on loan from
the Inner Mongolia Autonomous Region Museum, with others from the
Institute of Geology of the Chinese Academy of Geological Sciences in
Beijing, Chongqging Museum of Natural History and Lufeng Dinosaur

Museum.
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The SAR Government announced yesterday that Radio Television
Hong Kong (RTHK ) will be retained as a government department
to serve as the public service broadcaster, and it will be given new

resources to enhance its service.

This correct policy decision is in the interest of society and thus
deserves to be welcome and supported.

Upon the announcement of the new policy decision, some critics said
it was actually "back to Square One", making no headway at all
after years of debate over the role of RTHK. Such criticism is not
valid. The new policy decision is absolutely not "back to Square One"
but instead entrusts RTHK with a new mission, giving it an

opportunity for new development.

As a matter of fact, the so—called debate over the role of RTHK in
recent years is iN essence a contention between political public
opinions. In some persons' view, while RTHK is paid by taxpayers'
money, it is nonetheless not obliged to serve the administration of the
Government. And in the name of "editorial independence", RTHK
can simply ignore any requirement of the Government. To achieve
this aim, some people have advocated for the "independence" of
RTHK, proposing to let RTHK become a public broadcaster
independent of the Government. The Government would have to
continue covering its expenditure while keeping its hands off its
operation.

Prompted by such a controversial view, the debate over the role of
RTHK has lasted several years, causing certain confusion in society
and among citizens. The announcement yesterday has not only
shattered some people's "dream" but also further clarified the role, duty
and status of RTHK. It is a government broadcaster — that's all and

nothing else.

As such, some people naturally would feel greatly disappointed and
even try to fight against it. But one must not be polite in a contention
of political public opinions, nor should one pretend to be "democratic".

A government needs its own broadcaster as its mouthpiece to covey,
interpret and promote its policies and administration, as a bridge to link

the government and citizens. On this matter, no ambiguity is allowed.

In response, some people said yesterday that the controversy over the
role of RTHK has lasted for more than 20 years. This is both true and
untrue. Before Hong Kong returned to the Motherland, the
British—Hong Kong colonial government indeed already raised the
issue of letting RTHK become independent or a public organisation.
This was proposed in order to help it tighten its control of public
opinions and meet its needs to create "false democracy" and "false
public will". After Hong Kong's return to the Motherland, the
advocacy by some people for an independent RTHK has been aimed at
freeing RTHK from its due obligations to the SAR Government.
These two circumstances are totally different in nature. But there is
one thing in common, that is, they both manifest the intensity of the
battle in control of political public opinions and highlight the

government's need to have a broadcaster as its own mouthpiece.

With the SAR Government's announcement yesterday, the future
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role, mission and duty of RTHK is now clearly defined. As a
government broadcaster, a major prerequisite or what distinguishes it
from other private broadcasters is that: RTHK must put fundamental
interests of whole society above everything else and serve the general
public rather than just serving a minority of people; it must cooperate
with and help the SAR Government in its administration and join its
efforts to safeguard prosperity and stability in society. In some past
programmes, RTHK used to smear the SAR Government as "Taliban",
call the then chief executive Tung Chee Hwa as "Old Confused Tung".
Surely such behaviour only satisfies the needs of a minority of people

instead of being responsible to the majority of citizens.

Of course, while a government broadcaster must promote government
policies and cooperated with the government's administration, its
freedom of press and editorial independence must also be respected.
These two do not go against each other but rather are complementary
to each other to bring out the best in each other. An environment
where public opinions are freely expressed, outspoken and critical will
only make the government's administration more efficient, more
understandable and acceptable to the public. The broadcaster of the
SAR Government has its destined mission and duty, but it is by no
means a propaganda apparatus or a "load hailer". This is also certain
and clear. It is thus hoped that, under the new requirement, with its
new mission and at a new stage, RTHK will better satisfy citizens with

its new development.
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WORDS AND USAGE

@ In the interest of something (idiom) — As an
advantage or benefit to something; in order to advance or
improve something.

Examples: 1.In the interest of health, people are asked not to
smoke. 2.The police imprisoned the suspects in the interest
of the safety of the public.

(2 Make headway (idiom) — To make progress, especially
when this is slow or difficult.

Examples: 1.Talks between the two countries are making
very little headway. 2.The ship was unable to make much
headway against the tide.

(@ Entrust...with... (phrasal verb) - To make someone
responsible for doing something.

Examples’ 1.Can you entrust an assistant with the task 7 2.
Two senior officials have been entrusted with organising the
conference.

@) In essence(idiom) — Basically ; essentially.

Examples: 1.After negotiations, the two sides have agreed on
the issue, in essence. 2.In essence, lightning is just a giant
spark of electricity.

B Keep one's hands off (idiom) — To refrain from
touching or handling something.

Examples: 1.I'm going to put these cookies here. You keep
your hands off them. 2.Keep your hands off my books,

please...
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