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Dinosaurs Part 7

2 1 (yeung@harkyeung.com )

This part of the story provides an example for those interested in the tenses.

Some people have asked me whether it is reader—friendly to go from one

tense to another in a story. Some point out that in newspapers, many writers

now write just in present tense. The readers can follow the story easily.

Sometimes writers want to be accurate and let readers know that 'time' is an

important element in the story. They start another paragraph when another

tense is used.

The feathered dinosaurs came mainly from Liaoning province. During
the lower Cretaceous period 124 million years ago, the Jehol Biota
area in the northern province was warm, with vegetation around lakes.
Massive volcanic eruptions buried dinosaurs and ancient birds under

fine ash.

Some scientists think that birds and dinosaurs had a common
ancestor far further back in the geological record.

"After the discovery of Jinfengopteryx elegans two years ago, many
scientists came to believe that birds came from dinosaurs," says
Michael Wong Hing—-lan, chief curator of the Hong Kong Museum of
Science. "It has teeth, a primitive wishbone and curved pointed claws."
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The Bauhinia Foundation Research Centre, a Hong Kong—based

policy think tank, yesterday hosted a seminar on Hong
Kong—Shenzhen Education Cooperation. According to officials in
charge of education from both places attending the seminar, three more
Shenzhen primary schools will be included to Hong Kong's Secondary
School Places Allocation System. At present, two primary schools in

Shenzhen are already included in the Hong Kong allocation system.

This is certainly good news for Hong Kong citizens working and
living in Shenzhen. According to statistics, there are now about 5,000
children of Hong Kong citizens attending schools in Shenzhen, with an
All these
children are legal Hong Kong residents entitled to enjoy Hong Kong's

additional 2,000 or more being cross—boundary pupils.

nine—year compulsory education. They lose their right simply because
they live in another place. Now the SAR Government begins to show
solicitude for their circumstances and needs, which is due and necessary.

Needless to say, although Hong Kong and Shenzhen are just separated
by a river, educational systems in these two places are not quite the
same. Therefore, to make it feasible for Shenzhen—based Hong Kong
children to be included in Hong Kong's secondary school places
allocation, some adjustment and co—ordination have to be made as
regards their curriculum and performance evaluation. With respect
to this, Shenzhen plans to increase English—language teachers in the
local primary schools having relatively bigger numbers of Hong Kong
children. Hong Kong Education Bureau will provide assistance in

training.

On the other hand, upon the release of the news, some Hong Kong
citizens complained in response that it was unfair that their
Shenzhen—based children were excluded from the Hong Kong
secondary school places allocation because they did not attend
famous schools in Shenzhen because they could not afford the
expensive tuitions. This problem deserves relevant authorities'

attention and must be tackled.

The fact that Hong Kong children can gradually "return home" to
participate in secondary school places allocation serves a reminder that
the education industry is among the six major industries proposed
earlier by the SAR Government for development in priority. It is
learned that the new Policy Address to be delivered by the Chief
Executive tomorrow will also address the development of the education
industry.

As a matter of fact, there is room for Hong Kong to boost the
development of the education industry and become an education hub
in the region. "Tree growing takes 10 years, but education of people
takes 100 years to bear fruit." Education is not like foundry production
and its goal cannot be reached overnight. Despite this, there are
absolutely good conditions and possibilities for Hong Kong to be built
into an education hub. When academic traditions and levels are
concerned, Hong Kong's education may be no match for some
name—brand schools on the Mainland or even in Singapore. But in
Hong Kong's education, what we have are stable and sound
mechanisms, free and open academic atmosphere, wide contact and
links with major educational systems in the world, as well as the
bilingual advantage that both the Chinese and English languages are
being used daily. Thus, Hong Kong could internally attract outstanding
youths from the Mainland intending to pursue education in a different
system. Externally, Hong Kong could attract young talents from other
parts of the world who wish to understand the Oriental and pursue
future career development in China, making Hong Kong as a "spring

board". In addition, there are domestic demands (for education )
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developmentoffeducationindusti .

inside Hong Kong. With all this, there is no reason why Hong Kong
should fail to grow and flourish the education industry.

Nevertheless, to develop education and turn Hong Kong into an
education hub, a very crucial condition is to ease restrictions.
Historically, Hong Kong's education has its own tradition and
advantages. Years ago, Dr Sun Yat—sen and some members of the
Hsing Chung Hui ( Society for Revitalising China ) with lofty ideals
acquired their education in Hong Kong, studying medicine and the
English language. In the early days, it was just a matter of buying a
train ticket for a Mainland student to come and study in Hong Kong or
for a Hong Kong student to go and study on the Mainland. Exchanges
of teachers, students and talents between the two places had always been
free until early 1950s when the Britsh—Hong Kong colonial
government began to erect barriers. Even such a great scholar as Chien
Mu ( Chien Pin—ssu) was barred from teaching at a university.
Even tighter shut were the doors for Mainland youths to study in Hong
Kong. Similarly, some Hong Kong young people used to be very eager
to go north for education, so much so that some of their parents had to
hide away their travel documents in order to stop them. But this
channel was also soon to be blocked and cut due to artificial and

political factors.

Today, Shenzhen River is no longer an impassible "natural moat". In
order to develop the education industry, the first thing for Hong Kong
to do is to demolish all unnecessary artificial barriers, including
conceptual and technical obstacle. Just think of it : if there remain so
many barriers and difficulties for Shenzhen—based Hong Kong children
to come back to attend secondary schools, if the government still wants
to take care of such trivial matters as having a few more cross—boundary
school buses in operation, how can we talk about boosting the
education industry ? How can we talk about turning Hong Kong into
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an education hub ?

WORDS AND USAGE

(1 Entitled (adjective) - Having the right to do something
or having something.

Examples 1. You are not legally entitled to vote in Hong
Kong. 2. I felt entite to know how my money have been
invested.

(2 As regards (idiom) - About or concerning something
or somebody.

Examples 1. As regards the method of payment, a decision
will be made in the meeting of directors. 2. As regards the
governor's recommendations, we plan to act on them soon.

@ With respect to (idiom) — Of or about someone or
something.

Examples © 1. With respect to radiation, this power plant is
very safe. 2. This article examines experiments with respect to
ethical issues.

(4)Be no match for - Not be as good, powerful or effective,
etc, as something or somebody.

Examples © 1. Health warnings are no match for the
addictive power of cigarettes. 2. He is no match for Tom. Tom
is much a better table tennis player.

(5 Hide away (phrasal verb )

somebody in a secrete place so that no one can find it.

- To put something or

Examples . 1. You won't find your present. I have hidden it

away. 2. Please hide Randy away where no one can find him.

EEZ R

SR R20 S st R R NS

it

B AR REANE TR AR - BrlR R EE —EEE L
T o REEIRECE 0 SRR ETEELAK T > EE e R DU N
— e RE TR - (AABHE T ESEEHENEE - Fr8
B BB ~ B R 2B SR R EE B8 R B i B R B2
L~ BRSSP FEEE S RS S R | N A S AN
[EZCE SRS 5 DR AR > LA [ 2R AR T fig
B~ EEAFEERE RSB ER [BMK ) - I AR
TR A EE NS AT ~ SRR |
IR > WREEEZE ~ ITEHE M - —ERSEEA2 T
HRERHE | o RIS B » AMEPEE SR AR ERT ~ B
B0 EERRILAEELR [Ehg | — O AE LSS
ZERCE 0 RHE B > RUE A RAEREE  dEAE BN
2 FEERKHEZENE - AL~ AT — g EBRen B
BIEHFRY] > EEERBUFRARE TR TRFRAHIA 2
A7 0 SEEEE VGE R KN BE TGRS KEEIT - NHIFT SR T
BRRPIE R L o A > db b T — R T AR
B EEE RS HEE T LW - (B EREER A
B R BEARIR Z T BT AIRERE T
SR EYNERE [RE | > ABEITEHEESE - §
—EE BRI LB NS R BTG R
ﬁ@@%@ﬁoﬁﬁ’W%E%¥%E%WM%A%ﬁE%ﬂ¢
FREAILBENS ~ N#tEE - BUTELIRSIE [ | #EE - AR
AETTIREEEZE ~ RS OAIRAT 2
2009/10/13 K/A#RALE

m

&) FIREIRRHEER - SRR EELIE

HIEEE
13 TC R 3CH 2 GRS R 2 e [ S T U R s
H o TEETHEME 4000 (0 B &AL AT ERIKGEARMIAE © BUFR
P&k 24 (870 [BAMRFEEERGTE ) BORLK FRGHARAR o [EIRE - BX
R G B M > BB FNE L TEREEUR - B
IEERE o

St BIRE [ THA

FTAT A WRERR IR [&F
LSRR ST | o AR 135 (S - SR 3 EE
H 2B TCHRRL > IR A TR ER AR R T,

EM” Takungpao .




