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The Art of Lin Fengmian

2 1 (yeung@harkyeung.com )

How to ensure the readers see what the writer wants them to see is always a

difficult thing, because the writer does not know whether the readers have the

necessary knowledge and cultural background to enable them to see something

through words.

I have written about an exhibition: The Art of Lin Fengmian at the Hong
Kong Museum of Art. This is a good example: to appreciate Lin Fengmian,

one has to know both Chinese and western art.

This painter, Lin, had studied the masterpieces of western artists, so I decided

to mention the artists who might have influenced him. For those who are

familiar with the names, they might immediately have pictures in their minds

showing images, depending on how much they like those artists.

There is a chance that the readers have not seen the works of the artists I

have named. But I chose, in the story, not to go into details. If the readers are

interested, they can go to a library and get a book about western art.

This exhibition shows how Hong Kong has contributed to the making
of a great artist. Had Lin Fengmian not come here in 1978 to paint for
more than a decade, he might not have escaped the shadows of
western masters such as Cézanne, Matisse, Picasso and Sisley.

His works executed in Hong Kong are particularly inviting. Lin
transcended the sadness he'd felt on the mainland, where he had
been imprisoned for four years during the Cultural Revolution.

Born in 1900, Lin was trained in France from 1919 to 1926. In 1928,
he founded the National Academy of Art in Hangzhou, which trained

many great Chinese artists.
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Recently various sectors in Hong Kong have expressed their deep
concerns with the sharp increase of housing prices. The SAR
Government, noticing changes in the property market, also begins to
act in response. This is a good beginning. The crux of the matter
lies in whether the government will be able to act timely and
resolutely by launching essential and effective measures to curb the
property market bubble before the bubble forms or right when it just
begins to form. Only in this way can worries in society be

eliminated and long—term economic development ensured.

Days ago, in response to public concerns with soaring housing
prices, Chief Executive Donald Tsang Yam—kuen said that the
government would closely monitor the property market and never
let its guard down and allow substantial price fluctuations, and
when necessary, the government would optimize land supply as one
of its countermeasures. Secretary for Development Carrie Lam
Cheng Yuet—ngor yesterday further responded that the government
might talk with the MTR on putting up some MTR sites for early
tender, such as those in Nam Cheong and Yuen Long. The
government might also consider to covert for residential use some
land sites in northwest New Territories, as well as some government,
institutional and community land sites. If such measures could be
implemented as early as possible, the increase of supply will help curb

housing price hikes to prevent the formation of market bubble.

Obviously, the SAR Government should act as early as possible so
as to curb speculation on housing by changing market expectation.
Government intervention may cause market volatility, but the market
will stabilise afterwards and develop in a more healthy and reasonable
way. Bubble inflation due to government's inaction or delay in
taking action will cause not only fluctuation in housing prices but
also a shock to the property market, and hence to the whole
economy as well. Therefore, of the two consequences, one must
choose the less harmful one. From the perspective of economic
management and macro—economic adjustment and control, the
government has the responsibility to stabilise the property market and
guide it to healthy development. Besides such a general
responsibility, the government also has a specific responsibility -
everyone knows well that the government has always intervened in
the property market with a powerful [visible hand| , exerting
enormous and direct influence on the market through land and
housing supplies, regulations, taxation and charges, and financial
supervision, etc. Therefore, the crux of the problem is rather how
the government should make use of its visible hand than whether it
should control the property market with such a long—existing visible

hand.

As a matter of fact, Hong Kong government has already
accumulated considerable experience in regulate the property market
with its visible hand, so much so that it can be called a master in this
regard. Under Hong Kong's dollar—peg system, it is difficult for the
government to use any monetary policy instrument (such as
increase of interest rates ) to cool down the market. But there are
many other options such as to increase land supply, to build more
flats under the Home Ownership Scheme, to increase the down
payments for housing mortgage and to raise stamp duty rates. The
crux of the matter lies in government's judgment of the situation and
public feelings — we hope no more serious mistake would be made
in this regard. Carrie Lam's proposals, such as to increase land
supply, are correctly orientated to deal with the problem. The
question is whether they could be launched in time to be effective.
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The current debate whether the government should continue land
sale by application or resume regular land auctions is, in essence,
about the operation of the visible hand. With flexibility, either
system can be effective to increase land supply. On the other hand,
if the government insists on a high land—price policy, land supply can
only be curbed under either of the systems. Therefore, it is the

government which is truly in control.

The Policy Address delivered by the Chief Executive earlier also
put forward some new policies which may also affect land supply.
How these policies will be implemented deserves attention. One of
the policies is to release the potential of industrial buildings,
encouraging the redevelopment or conversion of them by owners.
This will increase the supply of land for non—industrial use and
supply of residential flats, which will surely help curb market bubble
and optimize the efficiency in use of land resources. But the policy
must be implemented carefully so as not to benefit owners in sacrifice
of interests of tenants, particularly those tenants from new industries.
Otherwise, it would be in conflict with the policy to boost new
industries. Another new policy is to promote urban conservation
especially the conservation of Central. The government must strike a
Land in

Central is extremely expensive and must be carefully put to good

good balance between conservation and development.

use. Prices and rentals of office space in Hong Kong's Central are
among the highest in large cities all over the world for a long time.
This already has a negative effect on development. The situation
may become even worse if land price in Central goes up further
because of less supply due to conservation. It must never be
forgotten that Shanghai and other neighbouring cities are busy
(CBD) with plans to

turn themselves into international centres of various services. As a

developing their central business districts

result, Hong Kong is facing increasingly intensive competition.

Never must we let down our guard.
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WORDS AND USAGE
@ Curb (v.)

not desirable.

- To control or limit something that is
Examples . 1. The Chinese government must act to curb
rampant official corruption. 2. You must curb your spending.

@) Let one's guard down (idiom )

oneself against trouble ;5 to relax one's vigilance.

- to stop guarding
Examples 1. He never lets his guard down because he
trusts no one. 2. Don't let your guard down.
@ Put sth up for (phrasal verb )
for some purpose.
1. The house has been put up for sale. 2. Why

- To offer something

Examples !
did Sally put up her new—born baby for adoption 7
@ Orientated (adj.)

in something.

— Directed towards or interested
Examples . 1. The industry is heavily orientated towards
export market. 2. She is very family orientated.

(5 Put sth to good use (idiom)

something.

- Benefit from using
Examples 1. He will be able to put his experience to good
use in his new job. 2. The pianist put his talents to good use
for the charity.
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