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Chinese calligraphy (2os)

2 % (yeung@harkyeung.com )

Where did they get all these couplets? Usually we just see a pair or

two in one place. Now there is a chance to see more than 100 pairs in

one go. I cannot just say why not go and have a look. I need to give

the readers some points to think about?

In an exhibition like this, usually the exhibits belong to a collector,

someone who buys good pieces from time to time and, over a long

period of time, builds up a fine collection. Then the collector lends them

to museums or even donates them to museums so that the public can
have the chance to share the beauty of the art.
The collectors themselves are interesting people and many people are

interested in the collectors' stories.

The form has lost none of its charm, as an exhibition at the Art
Museum of the Chinese University of Hong Kong shows. "Double
Beauty II" features 150 couplets from Harold Wong's Lechangzai
Xuan Collection, which comprises about 500 couplets and is one

of the best in the world.

Couplets typically articulate the aspirations of their owners. Wong
says he remembers being attracted to them as a child, when his
father used to hang them in their home.

One of his fathers favourites was: In the twilight of his life, the
great man is yet hale of heart/ The ageing steed lies in his
stable, but still longs to gallop a thousand miles.
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The 11" Chinese National Games came to a close last night in Jinan,
capital city of Shandong province. Premier Wen Jiabao attended the
closing ceremony. A gala performance, entitled Splendid Memory, was

held at the closing ceremony.

The next National Games will be held in northeastern province of

Liaoning in 2013, four years later.

When will a National Games be held in Hong Kong SAR ? It
seems this still remains a distant possibility. Nevertheless, on December
5 — just 36 days later, the 2009 East Asian Games will open in Hong
Kong. Right now, a more pressing and important task facing the SAR
Government, the sports sector and citizens in Hong Kong is rather how
to run a good East Asian Games. The just—closed National Games
which witnessed 12 days of fierce competition may give some
inspiration to the SRA.

Taking advantage of the grand celebrations of the 60"
anniversary of the founding of the People's Republic of China
(PRC) and the country's triumph in winning 51 gold medal to rank
No 1 on the medal table of the Beijing Olympics, the 11th National
Games, though just a domestic sports event, had looked up to the
Olympic Games as its model, both in scale and results. And indeed in
some of the events, the performances of some athletes and new records
made have attracted attention from the international sports circle.
Among others, the triumphant comeback of hurdler Liu Xiang after
one year of wound—healing and convalescence, and the new world
record set by female swimmer Liu Zige are bound to be keenly studied

by countries concerned.

For China itself, how to "keep abreast of the times" and run
an even better National Games also poses a new challenge. The
National Games is in essence to prepare for and support China's
participation in the Olympic Games and other grand international
sports events. Only with a well-run National Games to let talented
athletes perform and achieve good results, can there be hopes for China
to win gold medals in an Olympic Games. On the other hand, China
as a most populous country, the National Games also carries out the
important mission of promoting sports and physical exercises among the
entire population and boosting the development of the sports industry.
In regard to the overall operation and performance of the 11th National
Games, Minister in charge of the General Administration of Sport of
China ( GASC) Liu Peng, at a meeting of leaders of the delegations
yesterday, pointed out some problems that have to be settled urgently
while affirming the achievements made : the hosting city faced too
much heavy pressure in terms of its inputs and organising the matches ;
some events were not Up to standards, and there was the problem of
using dope. And after the Games there is the problem how to make use

of the newly—build venues.

Needless to say, there is no way for the fledgling East Asian Games
to match its "older brothers" like the Asian Games and Chinese
National Games in scale and standards. However, being sports events,
they should also share some things in common such as the basic
management, organisation and requirements for the matches. The
success of the 11th National Games has already created favourable
conditions for the East Asian Games to warm up the competitive
atmosphere for competition and enthusiasm of would—be spectators.
Not to mention others, "King of Hurdles Liu ( Xiang) " alone would
guarantee that the 110—metre hurdles race is a quick sell—out. By then,
with the venue concerned overwhelmed by the repeated loud shout
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"Come on, Liu Xiang ! " the competitive atmosphere is bound to

become boiling.

The 11" National Games adopted the tactic of selling tickets at low
prices. On average a ticket was sold at juts several dozen yuan. With
500 ticket offices set up in 17 prefecture—level cities across the

( Shandong ) province plus the so—called "star effect", sales of tickets
were — generally speaking — quite ideal, bringing an income of over 10
million yuan. However, no single ticket was sold out for some events
such as shooting matches. Organisers of the East Asian Games should
take notice of this and keep alert.

It is good that the East Asian Games has large institutions such as the
Jockey Club as sponsors which will take a certain number of tickets for
their exclusive sales. Still organisation works must not be slackened.
Among others, organising primary and secondary school students to
attend the games is of the utmost importance and must be well done.
Organising students to attend is not only to fill in the space. More
importantly, this would foster them with the sports spirit of "bringing
one's capability into full play" and "fair play", and help promote sports
and physical exercises among the youths. This is also the major reason
why the SAR Government wants to spare no expense to run a good
East Asian Games.

The most important factor for the success of the 11" National Games
is support and participation of the general public. Right now, the
Home Affairs Bureau of the SAR Government and other organising
institutions must step up publicity and promotion of the East Asian
Games, in hopes of not only attracting more citizens to view the games
but also helping build up and boost a healthy, harmonious social
atmosphere. 29 October 2009

WORDS AND USAGE

(1) Take advantage of (idiom) - To make good use of
something; to make use of an opportunity.

Examples: 1. Take advantage of our special offer and get three
books for the price of two. 2. Paying a high price to stay in
such a luxurious hotel, he made sure that he took full advantage
of the facilities.

(@ Look up to (phrasal verb) - (Literally) To view
someone with respect and admiration.

Examples: 1. Tom really looks up to his father. 2. Everyone
in the class looked up to the teacher.

@ Convalescence (noun) - A period in which one
convalesce (v. to rest in order to get better after an illness ).

Examples: 1. After your operation, you'll need to convalesce
for a month or two. 2. He was home for three weeks'
convalescence after a bout of jaundice.

(4) Keep / stay abreast of (idiom) - To make sure you
know all the latest facts about a subject.

Examples: 1. It is almost impossible to keep abreast of all latest
developments in computing. 2. This new service helps doctors
keep abreast of the newest drugs available.

B Up to (doing) sth (idom) - Good enough for
something.

Examples: 1. This piece of work is not up to standard. 2. He
wants to compete at international level, but I don't think he is

up to it.
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