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Writing inChinese and English:

My Experience (1)

2 % (yeung@harkyeung.com )

In Hong Kong, few people choose to write, and fewer do it in both

Chinese and English and for a long time.

Besides writing fictions and non—fictions, I am also doing research on

two topics: Chinese students doing creative writing in English, and why

most Chinese born overseas cannot read and write Chinese even they

speak the language.

I wanted to be a bilingual writer since I was a teenager. As a bilingual

writer, I have experienced the process of using these two very different

languages to speak to readers from different cultures. It is the mental and

technical aspects of bilingualism that fascinates me: words from these two

very different cultures carry subtexts that get funny in translation. To me,

translating Chinese into English is very different from translating another

European language into English.

In Hong Kong, it is, to some extent, taken for granted that one is

born bilingual. This attitude towards languages might have something to

do with Chinese people's cultural tradition: parents always want their kids

to stay on the top. In the past, that meant learning English; now, that

means learning Chinese as well because of the opportunities China offers.

This makes Hong Kong a good case study of teaching English/Chinese

as a second language.
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The SAR Government has published a consultation paper on the
methods for selecting the Chief Executive and forming the Legislative
Council (Legco ) in 2012.

During the three months of public consultation, various social
sectors and citizens should seize the opportunity to hold deep
exerting themselves
development in Hong Kong.

discussions, to help promote political

Practicality is an important precondition to these discussions.
Impractical discussions are irrelevant and will not achieve any
beneficial and constructive result. Political development in the SAR
cannot be unrestrained but must be based on strict constitutional and
legal grounds. Only in this way can political development be ensured
to be constitutional and in accordance with the common interests of

an absolute majority in society.

It can be said that right now political development in the SAR
already has had an excellent and positive beginning. The Basic Law
has set the general goal of eventually having both the CE and Legco
elected through universal suffrage elections. The Decision of the
Standing Committee of the National People's Congress in 2007 set a
"timetable" for Hong Kong to attain universal suffrage for returning
the CE by 2017 and returning all members of the Legco by 2020.
Now the SAR Government has also made some proposals in its
consultation paper on the electoral methods for 2012 including
increasing Legco seats and the number of members of the Election
Committee for the Chief Executive, paving the way for further
democratisation of the SAR's political system with the ultimate aim

of universal suffrage in the elections.

Therefore, the on—going discussions in Hong Kong society
centering on political development must be based on the proposals
offered in the consultation paper. Only in this way can such
discussions be practical and constructive. Otherwise, if the debates
stray far oft the subject, such as clamouring for "universal suftrage
elections (of both CE and Legco) in 2012" despite the fact that
Standing Committee of the National People's Congress has explicitly
ruled out universal suffrage in 2012, how can such outcries ever be
fruitful and meaningful? Political development does not stem from
empty talk, nor does it follow anybody's wishful thinking. It is more
important that political development must ultimately serve the
purpose of promoting prosperity, stability and social development.
Only such a political system can be said to be ideal and practical.
Talking about political development as a matter of human rights or
prattling about the

omnipotence of universal suffrage", is just to confuse the nonessential

"supremacy of universal "

suffrage  "or
issues with the essential ones, to ignore reality and thus to deceive

others and oneself.

It is good, therefore, to see that an absolute majority of people in
Hong Kong society are taking a rational and down—to—earth attitude
toward political reforms and universal suffrage. Citizens want
democracy, but they don't want that kind of democracy that would
radically, dramatically and sharply change the existing circumstances
in society. Citizens are all for universal suffrage but they prefer
orderly and steady progress to "reaching Heaven in a single bound".
A majority of people cherish social stability and economic prosperity
and do not want to bring their right to universal suffrage into conflict
with the rule of law. This shows that Hong Kong is a refined

civilised society with respect for the rule of law. In regard to this,
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citizens are fully aware, prepared and dedicated.

So the proposal by some opposition Legco members—in order to
oppose the public consultation process on political reforms—to
demand "mass resignations in five geographical constituencies" to
force a "de—facto referendum on universal suffrage" is unpopular, not
in accord with public interests and unlikely to win the citizens' trust
and support. Citizens are not foolish but are well aware that political
development is not something to be decided by the Legco. Legco is
just Hong Kong's local legislative body whose power is delegated by
the Basic Law. As such, how is it possible for the Legco to refute or
overthrow a decision publicized by the Standing Committee of the

National People's Congress?

These are hard facts. If some opposition Legco members insist on
"mass resignations" and have one member resigning from each of the
five geographical constituencies to force by—elections, the only effect
is to waste over $100 million of taxpayers' money. Except for this,
they can achieve nothing. The ultimate goal of universal suffrage
elections will not be shifted to an earlier date. To the contrary, the
pace of political development aiming at democratisation will once
again be slowed. Political reforms in 2005 failed because of their
"collective opposition". If they don't do some self—reflection on their
own mistakes but instead resort to tricks like "mass resignation" to
curry favour with the public, or to provoke incidents and to
divide society, then the only outcome is that they would once again
obtain the notoriety of sabotaging political reforms in the SAR,
sitting once again on the opposite side of the larger interests of all
If these
conscience and sense of responsibility, they should know where and

citizens. opposition Legco members still have some

when to stop, not to act out the "mass resignation" farce.

23 November 2009

WORDS AND USAGE

(1) Exert oneself (verb) - To make a mental or physical
effort.

Examples: 1. He never exerts himself to help anyone. 2. Sally
exerted herself all year to earn good marks.

(2 Practicality (noun) - (An idea, plan, suggestion, etc)
being practical so it can be done or put into action.

Examples: 1. Your suggestion is very appealing in theory, but
it lacks practicality. 2. It sounds like a good idea, but you ought
to consider the practicality before you put it into practice.

(3 Prattle (away) about (phrasal verb) - To talk foolishly or
childishly for a long time about something unimportant.

Examples: 1. I wish you would stop prattling about your
friends. 2. The little girl prattled away for an hour about her
toys.

(4) Be (all) for sth/sb (phrasal verb) - To support or be in
favour of someone or(doing)something,

Examples: 1. I'm all for it. 2. Sally is running for the election,
and the whole family is all for her.

(5 Curry favour (with sb) (idiom) -

somebody to like or support you.

To try to get

Examples: 1. It's silly to curry favour with the boss. Just act
yourself. 2. The defence lawyer tried to curry favour with the
Jjudge.
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