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A Farmer Producing Colour (5)

2 % (yeung@harkyeung.com )

Ian's house was like one of those in the oil paintings of the 19th

century, but there were no animals, no sheep and no horses.

I have no time to take care of animals, Jan said. (Do you notice that I

do not use quotation marks, "

and ", when Ian speaks? Many writers now

go without them as the readers are smart enough to know that someone is

speaking. However, I am not sure if your teachers in your school will like

that, so ....)

He showed me his woad. The vegetable looked familiar. Perhaps we eat

them in Asia, I said to Ian.

No, they cannot be eaten, but their oil is very good. A university in

Italy has done some research and says it can prevent cancer. Of course I

cannot say that it has medical value since 1 cannot prove it. But some

customers who have used the soap made of woad oil say their skin

problems have got better, lan said.

It is not easy to get the oil. In the first year, the farmer growing woad

can get the leaves. Then from the leaves comes the blue colour. He has

to wait for the flowers and then the seeds in the second year. When the

seeds are cold pressed, like the way one presses olives for oil, one gets

woad oil. It costs 800 pounds per kilo, Ian said.
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On his annual duty visit (to Beijing) , Chief Executive of the
Hong Kong SAR Donald Tsang Yam—kuen yesterday met President
Hu Jintao and Premier Wen Jiabao respectively. The eftforts made by
the SAR Government, and results achieved, in dealing with the
international financial crisis in the past year were fully affirmed by the
central leaders, who further hoped the SAR Government and all sectors
in Hong Kong to continue to devoting their efforts to stabilise finance,
develop economy, improve people's livelihood, and well handle the
problem of political reform so as to consolidate and improve the current

good situation.

This latest duty visit by the CE took place amid a cold weather in
Beijing and a lot of hubbub made by some people in Hong Kong over
political reform. But what the CE was feeling during his duty visit was
the Central Government's full affirmation of his work and sincere hope
on Hong Kong society. The evaluation and attitude of the Central
Government were both positive and affirmative. One can believe that,
from this latest duty visit to Beijing by the CE, not only that Donald
Tsang Yam—Kuen himself and his team should have been encouraged
and inspired but that Hong Kong society should also have once again
felt the good—intention and sincerity behind the hope of the Central
Government for Hong Kong's prosperity, stability and development.

As a matter of fact, this duty visit by CE could be described by the
term "bumper harvest".

In recent years, many people have become concerned that sooner or
later Shanghai will replace Hong Kong as an international financial
centre. This has even become a conclusive judgment by some scholars.
However, during Donald Tsang's duty visit, the two central leaders
clearly pointed out that one things was certain in the Central
Government's policy of developing Shanghai into an international
financial hub that Hong Kong would never be replaced, given Hong
Kong's obvious advantages over other Mainland cities in this regard -
that Hong Kong, with its long history of being an international financial
centre, has richer experience, more sound rule of law, a wider network
of connections and more professional talents. Therefore, the Central
Government will further consolidate and develop Hong Kong's status as
an international financial hub, expand cross—boundary renminbi

(RMB) settlement and issuance of RMB bonds in Hong Kong,
encourage and support Mainland enterprises to launch their initial
(1POSs)
promote cooperation between the securities markets in Shanghai and

public offerings on Hong Kong stock exchange, and

Hong Kong.

Thus, it is beyond doubt that the Central Government attaches great
importance to keep Hong Kong's status as an international financial
hub. But if Hong Kong society itself gives up its enterprising spirit,
fails to concentrate its efforts on cultivating new businesses, new
markets, on training talents and further improving its financial laws and
remains too proud of itself or with unnecessary anxiety, then the

"turtle—rabbit race" is a ready lesson.

The SAR Government and Hong Kong people must take central
leaders' words as some kind of support and encouragement rather than
"Heaven's laws". There is no reason in this world to expect that others
would stop their development just in order to wait for you. Shanghai's
determination, strength and capability for development must not be

overlooked. Hong Kong people must think over the words of
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President Hu and Premier Wen yesterday. The SAR Government and
all sectors in Hong Kong society must be united as one and continue to
exert themselves to stabilise finance, develop economy and improve
people's livelihood, to well handle the issue of political reform and
safeguard social harmony and stability, so as to save and further develop

the current good situation.

During his duty visit, Donald Tsang reported to the Central
Government the ongoing consultation on political reform in Hong
Kong. On this, the leaders said that the Central Government sincerely
hoped to promote the development of democracy in Hong Kong, and
that Hong Kong society should seek consensus based on the Basic Law
and the 2007 decision of the Standing Committee of the National
(NPC)

People's Congress and make steady progress in political

development.

Like its concern with Hong Kong's economic development, the
Central Government's determination and sincerity to advance Hong
Kong's democracy is also beyond doubt. In this regard, relevant
stipulations in the Basic Law and the NPC decision have already
provided very favourable conditions. There could be universal suffrage
election for the Chief Executive in 2017 and for forming the Legislative
Council (Legco) in 2020, and the Central Government will be
happy to see them happen. But the Central government must be
responsible to the overall interests of all Hong Kong people, and
political democratization must take place stably and step by step. For
this reason, it is necessary, as the first step, to revise the methods for
selecting the Chief Executive and forming the Legco in 2012. On the
issue of political development, the message bought back by Donald

Tsang from his duty visit is also positive and affirmative.

29 December 2009

WORDS AND USAGE :
(1)Hubbub ( noun)

number of people all talking at the same time 5 excitement.

- A loud voice, especially caused by a

Examples 1. I could hardly hear myself speak above all the
hubbub in the theatre bar. 2. Once the hubbub of election had
died down, Iite was back to normal to the President.
(2Bumper (adj) - Usually large in amount.

Examples 1. We have a bumper crop of rice this year. 2.
Farmers have reported a bumper harvest this year.

(3)Sooner or later (idiom) - Atsome time in the future.

Examples . 1. The police will find the suspect sooner or
later. 2. Sooner or later she's going to realise what a mistake she
has made.

(@) Enterprising (adj)
new and difficult things.

- Good at thinking of and doing

Examples 1. That is very enterprising of you ! 2. The
business was started by a couple of enterprising young women.

(® Think sth over (phrasal verb) -

something carefully especially before making a decision.

To consider

Examples © 1. I'll think it over and give you an answer next

week. 2. Please think over what I have said.
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