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Experts from the Mainland's Association for Relations Across the Taiwan
Strait (ARATS) and Taiwan's Straits Exchange Foundation (SEF) meet in
Beijing today to begin preliminary talks on the Economic Cooperation
Framework Agreement (ECFA). ECFA between the two sides across the
Taiwan Straits, a project that has been talked about for a long time but seen no
action, can now be actually pursued. As formal negotiations begin, various

sectors place great hopes on progress.

This round of talks is held by teams from the two sides headed respectively
by ARATS Executive Vice Chairman Zheng Zhongli and SEF Vice
Chairman and Secretary—General Kao Kong—lian. Both sides have made
efforts to cooperate so that they can quickly reach a consensus on starting
formal negotiations. This also highlights the importance of mutual respect
and mutual coordination with each side's putting mutual interests
above its own in the ECFA negotiations.

Cross—straits negotiations on ECFA are no doubt like a foundation—laying
project: hard and complicated as they may be, the importance is self—evident.
Five years ago, the first meeting between (Chinese President) Hu Jintao and
(Honorary Chairman of the Kuomintang party) Lien Chan put forward the
"Five Points of the Common Vision", an important plank of which is to
promote comprehensive economic exchange and build an economic
cooperative mechanism between the two sides. Now the two sides have
begun down—to—earth negotiations, taking the first, yet important, step
towards that ideal. ARATS of the Mainland said that signing ECFA through
negotiations was in favour of promoting common economic development
on the two sides, improving common benefits and welfare of compatriots on
the two sides, optimising the complementation of each other's advantages,
and maximising mutual and win—win benefits. Chairwoman of Taiwan's

Mainland Affairs Council, Lai Shin—Yuan earlier likened ECFA to an

"egg—laying hen" which could lay a lot of eggs beneficial to Taiwan's

economy. From such comments, it can be seen that such an agreement is
absolutely indispensable to either side.

In Taiwan, ECFA has suffered setbacks. Due to the influence of political
factors, especially distortion and obstruction by the Democratic Progressive
Party (DPP), some Taiwanese compatriots particularly some small— and
medium—sized enterprises and farmers in the south have been worried about
negotiating and signing ECFA with the Mainland. The attitude of Taiwanese
authorities has also undergone changes like the weather in the "four seasons".

economic; ¢

ooperation

undoubtedly, have made the negotiations more complicated and difficult.
ECFA is a two—way agreement eyeing on long—term development with the
purpose of generating mutual benefit. Both sides must devote their efforts
toward this goal. Whether and how both sides' demands can be met needs
thorough—going negotiations and discussions.

Taiwan now is on a "V—type" economic recovery. One way to aid the
recovery is to actively participate in economic integration in the region. In
this process, expansion and deepening of cross—straits economic exchange
and cooperation has an indispensable role. Not long ago, the Memorandum
of Understanding (MOU) on cross—straits cooperation on financial
supervision went into effect. This marks cross—straits financial cooperation
entry into a substantial stage. ECFA will definitely be in a better situation,
giving a new stimulus to Taiwan's economy. In these circumstances, to
negotiate and sign ECFA becomes urgent and important. (Taiwanese
President) Ma Ying—jeou recently also said that "This is a step we must take."
And he hoped agreement could be reached by end of this year.

We believe that after both sides reach consensus on the need for ECFA and
the arrangement for negotiations, they will be able to sign this agreement as
soon as possible on the basis of mutual understanding and mutual respect and
following the principle of "dealing with easy issues first and hard ones later"
and "step by step". The signing of ECFA will lay a solid foundation for
cross—straits economic cooperation and upgrade cross—straits economic

exchange and trade to a higherlevel.
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WORDS AND USAGE

(@) Put sth/sb before/above sth/sb (phrasal verb) - To
give something more importance than another matter.

Examples: 1. He puts his children before anyone else.
They have always put business before pleasure.

(2 Put sth forward/forth (phrasal verb) - To suggest an idea
or plan for consideration.

Examples: 1. The proposals you have put forward
deserve serious consideration. 2. This theory was originally
put forth by Charles Darwin.

@ Be in favour of (doing) sth (idiom) - Support or
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My Father's New Clothes (2)

£ # (yeung@harkyeung.com )

The jacket was grey with back lines forming tiny squares on the

water—resistant surface. Taken off the mannequin, it had the muteness one often

saw on the faces of dancers. It did not come out when the Christmas decorations

hanging on the lane added an extra layer on it. The sleeves and the collar were

made of cotton, perhaps to draw attention to a strong neck and the sportive

upper limbs, so that the different qualities of the wearer or bearer were given

channels to show himself. There was a tension between the design and the

product, the black lines looked weak and the grey colour was misty, probably

due to the fact that some details had got lost on the way the clothes came into

existence. The hands that made the jacket probably did not have the time or

energy or imagination or knowledge to sew into the jacket what the designer had

in his mind. Some other elements managed to get into the tiny squares: the

elegance left by the French and the memory of a war that Britain was fortunate

enough to play the role of an onlooker. During the first few years of this century,

the oil paintings from Vietnam had attracted a lot of attention.
On the top of the Lower Goat Lane, the Town Hall of Norwich stood like a

toy. The festive wires stayed motionless. It was a windless sunny day. Many lane

visitors were in colourful woolen tops. Warm. The kind of warmth only a

friendly winter day could radiate. The lane was one of those narrow paths

covering the area between the Cathedral and the open market. This market

offered a space for maze lovers and non—standard goods hunters. It was indicated

on the tourists map: the independent shops made Norwich unique. Later T found

out the stories, or magic, behind it.

The jacket was back on the mannequin. In the sunlight in Vietnam, the grey

colour would come out as silver. What are the workers making this garment

doing now? Might be jobless. The financial tsunami in the United States and

Europe had brought manufacturing production in Asia to a stand still.

- N
th Tt

T 1 U 1 R 5 < R A B 1S
1,067 fE TR B I A > [\ 2R E
5.9% ° B EAEIR MRS i 0 kR
Bzfﬁ“éj\% 335ETC 0 FMREEGRET

BRIE NN 15%HEEES 5,533 (87T ©

F R/ E R S R BT Y
BRI - DASCRREE TCREZRISIE ©
TR PR o1 e < PR <R B ) B
B o B LR A RE R

EFEE R (—BEk
17) DMRITERR ~ BIFRa 5R E
HREESR ~ BURRES S R E
BEIST S B 3 72 Ao PR E -

TSI B A RE e E R
5o RNBERIE A E W
F 976 8 5 BRI RERL RO E AR
EZRETZE 21,500 (87T » B

MEEEEF 094 33515

SHREREEPEZ B BRI R R S -
PE—EhE > gELRFEIH - 4
REE 138 i 3£ 22,730 & £ JC » fHE
17.7 SRR RIS I HAR
2152 o B RE R R 8 FE I
HY 2,684 fE3ETT » MEIIERL 0 5 o

R E SR 7R
R DLFEAE GDP S 8.7% 9% I
FHEL » MR REER o A ERER
TSR DO =2 T - SRR
fiARF AR ©

ERF I RERER - KFh
HiE o B E 0] UB I E SR
BRAELE > SETRARE BEAHRIAS
WEEs R ?

HEZEEIIEYE 2%

situation on the island and the pressure felt in Taiwan after the
China—ASEAN Free Trade Area went into effect. Taiwanese authorities
must eliminate any political interference, keeping an eye on the broader
interests of economic development. ECFA, after all, is a comprehensive
economic agreement with far—reaching impact on development on both
sides. To achieve a "win—win" outcome, both sides must concentrate their

efforts on details of the agreement itself, not on any irrelevant outside factor.

Some time ago, Taiwanese authorities set "two principles" of not opening
up the island's farm produce market and not opening up the island's labour
market to Mainland workers. Later, they further required that ECFA should
not just be in favour of big enterprises so that the interests of small— and
medium—sized enterprises, middle and south Taiwan and middle— and

low—income Taiwanese should also be taken into consideration. All these,
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death penalty for major crimes. 2. I'm all in favour of
Tom's suggestion about saving money.

4) Optimise, optimize (verb) - To make something as
perfect or effective as possible.

Examples: 1. These changes are designed to optimize the
efficiency of the company. 2. We need to optimize our
use of the existing technology.

(5) After all (idiom) - Used when you are explaining
something, or giving a reason.

Examples: 1. I do like her — after all, she is my sister.
2. You got a fair price for your car. It's six years old, after

all.

i

i

WO — ,
;f?“:‘iﬁﬁ%‘% (ECFA) B XBEHRRIEX G 2

BREFRELR (£) EEHEAEREIhE
F A © BRI

BESE > W TEIR » TR (BRI o
BIERTEERER [V GEREEY - BRI E R - Hep
Z— Eﬂlﬁmﬁﬁ}/ﬂlﬁiﬁ@{ﬁg/\ TEE B - WA i
ETERTE R B L - BEA N ZaRER o ANART - WE [
%ﬁﬁémﬁuﬁﬂ (MOU ) BEIFRER - ﬁﬁ%ﬁéﬁ%\ﬁﬁaﬁxg
B MEREEE o T ECFA RHE RERRIKIFHT R » BE ER S
IRHTIED ST o #UIL - WY 10T I 255 ECFA S SoaflE 2 - %
I HWFRTR E—F—E8E] - HLESERLNTERL
BAEE - A28 5% ECFA WRBEAI T i L HERUS — Btk -
ARSI A S E A | IR AR 15 AR
Al SFEEEZ AT HEE - TR o s R i i S S et B
R EEFLEEERE - R R E A TEE L —E i o
2010/01/26 KRt 7E

b o b A] 37 FVRE e 98 HY PO R A A R
RE o WIS % %% ECFA » H5 s I8
EREAGES AN E  BuaiaaEKEEE TR 1.6%

PURARE S EA] - 2010 FEBA%, - BRI 10 MBI% ~ g
B~ HAS ~ RSN (REE+3 BEGTERE ) 454 © s - A
BRGLERS S B B SR - %5 ECFAKRERRT » B
ﬁﬂ*ﬁ’mzﬁaéuu BRI 5% E 19%HIRIRE » B2
WA R R B A B SR 5 -

FHILIRY - W% ECFA » BEZASHG 1 H D BRI B IR 2
JEH B o




