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My Father's New Clothes (4)

2 % (yeung@harkyeung.com )

Once, a man claimed to be the ex—CEO of an international fashion house told
me that even at the end of the last century, he was moving the firm's production
from China to Eastern Europe, to countries like Bulgaria. He was then producing
for the high end of the international market.

I had been to Bulgaria, people there managed to keep alive a tradition. In fact in
some parts of Eastern Europe, the traditions were so alive that I did not feel I was
in Communist countries when I first set foot on them — so different from the
PRC.

Before the communist took over, many people worked as tailors in China, in
big cities like Shanghai and Canton(Guangzhou). There were endless demands for
fine tailor—made clothes. My father started his apprenticeship as a tailor in a shop
in Canton. His teacher moved to Hong Kong and opened two shops.

In order to get some ideas about what sort of clothes I should buy for my father,
I studied the clothes of the local people in Norwich. Many of them wore overcoats
made of water—resistant materials, with stitches on the surface to keep the lining in
places and to enrich the texture. The collars, in a quieter tone, were usually wool
or cotton. Their clothing went well with the cityscape.

It seemed that their coats had been worn for years. They were not formal suits
but looked neat. I found such overcoats in one shop and was told that they would
be too hot for the weather in Hong Kong. Also they were not cheerful.

Over the past few years, [ have started buying brighter clothes for my parents. I
believe, if elderly citizens are given smart and suitable clothing free, the amount
saved from their health care services might be more than enough to cover the
expenditure for their clothes. The biggest problem is not the amount of money
needed, but how to find a suitable person to manage the project so that the
elements of taste and fashion will be given due attention. Old clothes always bring

memories that can add a not—always—necessary weight to old age.
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The Obama—mania sweeping China following the US president's
visit to the country are yet to cool down entirely, and people are still
obsessed with both sides' commitment to “mutually respect each other's
core interests and ensure the stable development of Sino—US relations”
At this moment, the US government announces US$6.4 billion in arms
sale to Taiwan, ignoring China's repeated protests to openly challenge
China's core interests.

Chinese people always place high value on a keeping promise. There
are also such Chinese sayings as “Do not do onto others what you don't
want be done onto yourself” and “One must repay a favor many
fold” . From the Chinese logical thinking, it is hard to understand such a

“treacherous” move on the part of the United States.

Over past one year or so, dialogue and exchange between the two
sides across the Taiwan Strait have become increasingly frequent, and
their economic and trade relations become increasingly intimate.
Cross—Strait relations have stepped into a benign, interactive track.
The US government has also repeatedly said that peace on the Taiwan
Strait  “is in the interest of the United States” and it looks forward
to the development of more positive and stable cross—Strait relations.
The US military has recently also made its authoritative evaluation that
military conflict on the Taiwan Strait is  “very, vey, very unlikely” to
occur. Sino—US ties play a very important role in current international
relations. The outbreak of the global financial crisis has further
highlighted the importance of cooperation between these two world
powers. Currently, while the global economy is improving, there are
still uncertainties. Major international and regional security issues, such as
anti—terrorism, nuclear non—proliferation and climate change, call for
closer cooperation between China and the United States. Why, against
such a backdrop, does the US still persist in having its own way to
intentionally provoke an incident? There is only one answer: the United
States now wants to become more proactively involved, and play a
leading role, in the Taiwan issue, no longer being content to be a

spectator.

In contemporary international relations, there is nothing but
permanent interest. “Interest above anything else” is a core value of
the United States, and “seeking (America's) maximum interest” is the
permanent pursuit of the United States. To achieve this ultimate goal, all
moral and ethnic rules are nothing but means. So talking to the
Americans about “breaking a promise” , “hurting broader interests”
or “hurting feelings is simply “casting pearls before swine”
For, arms sales to Taiwan are in the strategic interest of the United States.

It must be clearly seen that the US is the largest outside factor of the
Taiwan issue. The foundation of the US policy toward Taiwan is to
“maintain the status quo (on the Taiwan Strait), that is, to permanently
keep the two sides in a status of “neither (Taiwan) independence nor
reunification, neither in war nor in peace" . The US does not want to
see a cross—Strait conflict instigated by “Taiwan independence”
Neither does it want to see the two sides end their hostile confrontation
and move toward integration. Only by maintaining a “controllable
tension” (on the Taiwan Strait), can the US have the “reason” to
make use of such an  “unsinkable aircraft carrier” as Taiwan to carry
out its strategy of containing China and exercising its leadership in the
Asia—Pacific. Therefore, for the United States, it is equally important to

o . . »
prevent both  “reunification and  “(Taiwan) independence
Neither  “controlling Taiwan” nor  “containing China”  is
dispensable.

TR Sy

B SR — R [ RESE
B RTEEmH] > AR
[EE A O G - AR

FREERRE | ZHESBER - ERK
JEF (R R R B 26 RBRIE R W > YL A
B AT NS A TT A I AR 8
i Z\BEHRE R B ARG Do 4

I AFERE [FE] > # [CAT
TR REE N ]~ TR BE R
FEER | o FRRERY R RS R
AT EFERE [HEEE W
Mk o

my

Ing) te) see;
=Straifj integration)

Cross—Strait exchange, integration and development in broader scope
in fact have put the US in an embarrassment of being marginalised. From
this perspective, it is not hard to understand why, in a time when
cross—Strait interaction becomes increasingly active, the US has to
repeatedly stress on its own interests and the importance of Taiwan—US
military cooperation. Now, as the two sides across the Taiwan Strait
open negotiations on signing an Economic Cooperation Framework
Agreement (ECFA) with their think tanks beginning political
interactions, the US intervenes on its own initiative, taking the stage in
haste.

US arms sales to Taiwan are not just an issue of exporting weapons,
but the most certain evidence of Washington's maintaining its
“objective existence” on the Taiwan Strait, and its most effective
means to achieve its Asia—Pacific strategy. Although after taking his
office, Barack Obama has talked a lot about “cooperation” ,
‘Washington has not slightly changed its general strategy of containing
China.

Facing up to the US provocation, China has announced its
counter—measures including, for the first time, enacting sanctions against
American companies that are involved in the arms sale to Taiwan. A
saying has it that “one must hit a snake where its tender spotis.”  An
effective counter—measure is to cause the opponent to “lose” more
interests than it could otherwise possibly “gain” . It is a fact that China
has already risen as a world power, whether others want to admit it or
not. With stronger strength, China also has more “cards” in hands.

“A big power can not brook a rival” , Sino—US relations are abound to
progress in a twisty road. While China would try its best to avoid
“confrontation” , it nevertheless is fearless of “confrontation”
China will surely move without hesitation to safeguard its core interests

when they are being hurt. 01 February 2010

WORDS AND USAGE :

(1)Mania (noun) — Great enthusiasm or desire; crave.

Examples: 1. She has a mania for dancing and going to
parties. 2. Beatle—mania swept Britain in the 1960s.

(2 Cool down, cool sth down (phrasal verb)— To become
or make something become cooler.

Examples: 1. The tea has cooled down a little. 2. I won't see
him until his anger has cooled down.

(3 Step into (some place) (phrasal verb) - To walk into a
place.

Examples: 1. He stepped into the room and said hello to
everyone. 2. She stepped into the living room and greeted the
VISitor.

@ Look forward to sth/doing sth (phrasal verb) - To
anticipate something or doing something with pleasure.

Examples: 1. We are really looking forward to your visit next

week. 2. We all look forward to reading your new book on
the financial crisis.
() Cast (one's) pearls before swine (idiom) - To waste
something good on someone who does not care about it.
(From a biblical quotation)

Examples: 1. To sing for them is to cast pearls before swine.

2. She decided not to but the expensive wine for the party,

thinking that would be casting pearls before swine.
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