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My Father's New Clothes (6)

2 % (yeung@harkyeung.com )

Are you fishermen? I asked people at City Fish.

No, cannot go in a boat, get sea sick. It's a very hard job, fishing, one of
them said. Later I learnt that he was called Justin, and the other two David

and Babs.

At that time I could not imagined that a few weeks later, when I was at

City Fish, they would come up to me.

You have been studying everything in this market. I have never seen

someone so curious, said Justin.

Perhaps the one monitoring the CCTV in the city centre might also

wonder what this Hong Kong woman is doing in the Norwich open market, I

said.

Why are you so interested in our crabs. Don't you have crabs in China?

David said. The only one so interested in seafood is you, Justin. And you're

working here. Look at her, the way she watches you dress the crabs.

It's different. It is caught in the sea in Cromer, Justin said.

These crabs are not farmed? I asked.

A "dressed crab" made me think of a crab in a dress, a long and soft one,

sapphire blue in colour, sleeveless so that the crab could put its claws out and

hold the dress upright. At City Fish, the crabs were sold in envelope—like
transparent bags. Without their shells, the crabs looked naked.

English is my second language and some words always give me
another dimension of life, another sense of humour. Looking back at
Cantonese, my first language, I can then spot the absurdities. For
example, we have a particular kind of crab farmed in the lakes near
Shanghai — the '"Big Gate Crab''. Its name is also a term we use for
certain players in the stock market — those who buy shares at high
prices but fail to get rid of what they hold when the market plummets.
They are said to be tied up, like the crabs for sale.
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The three—month public consultation on revised methods for
selecting the Chief Executive and forming the Legislative Council
(Legco) in 2012 will come to an end tomorrow (Friday).

Before relevant authorities of the SAR Government make thorough
induction, analysis and summarisation, it remains unclear how fruitful
the consultation is and how it will affect the government's finalization of
its proposed plan. Nevertheless, it can be said that three mainstream
positions have been clearly outlined by opinions voiced by various
social sectors in past three months, which are worth being taken into
consideration by the SAR Government when it finalises its plan for
the political reform. The three mainstream positions are as follows.

First, few people want to see political development in the SAR
become stuck in a rut again. This is a view unanimously expressed in
nearly all public consultations or discussions.

There are strong reasons for the public not to want to see political
development remain stagnant. Hong Kong's return to the Motherland
in 1997 put the 150—year British colonial rule to a termination.
Adopting the policy of "one country two systems" and "Hong Kong
people running Hong Kong" with high—degree autonomy, the Central
Government has set up the Hong Kong SAR and enacted the Basic
Law. All these have provided a historical opportunity and necessary
conditions for Hong Kong's political system to move toward full
democracy ultimately. In 2005, in order to promote political
development, the SAR Government proposed to increase the Legco
seats and expand the CE Election Committee. The proposal was also
affirmed by the Central Government. However, the government was
defeated in the Legco as its proposal was vetoed by the "combined
voting" of the opposition camp. The proposed political reform was
killed in pregnancy. An opportunity for the SAR political system to

take a step closer to the goal of universal suffrage was lost. For this,
vast majority of citizens felt disappointed and dissatisfied. Because of
this, this time when the SAR Government launched the public
consultation on the revised methods for selecting the CE and
forming the Legco in 2012, the first and perhaps the strongest reaction
from the public has been that the historical error must not be repeated
and the tracks of an overthrown chariot not be followed again. The
consultation must be fruitful and political reform must take a step
forward. This can be said an overwhelming consensus. A waste of time
is never a habit of Hong Kong society. "Discussion without a decision"
is something not welcome in Hong Kong society.

The second mainstream position is that few people want to see
antagonism be stirred up in Hong Kong society before of political
reform. This point is also very clear. Since Hong Kong's return to the
Motherland, the opposition camp has tried, at every turn, to stir up
antagonism, attack the government and divide society. Having suffered
a lot from such activities, citizens now get tired of them. Because of
this, this time, when the Civic Party and League of Social Democrats
rushed to go against the government's proposed political reform as soon
as it was unveiled for public consultation, putting forward "resignation
in five geographical constituencies for a de facto referendum" and
openly advocating an "uprising", they have not only scared off some
opposition activists who do not want to "stick out" but also put
themselves on the opposite side to the vast majority of citizens. In this
way they become isolated, pleasing neither others nor themselves.

This is because the Civic Party and the League of Social Democrats
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have miscalculated and misjudged the situation, completely failing to
see that the mainstream public opinions and people's strong wishes in
today's Hong Kong society are to seek social stability, develop economy
and improve people's livelihood. Antagonism enjoys no popular
support and division is a dead end. They indeed have read a wrong
"fortune telling" book.

The third and the most important mainstream position is that the
Central Government's policies and measures — especially its long—lasing
true love, care and support for Hong Kong, and its authoritative image
of keeping promises and doing things in accordance with the law, have
become deeply and firmly rooted in the hearts of Hong Kong people.
How is it possible that this could be easily shaken by the so—called

"referendum", "

uprising" and a handful of clowns?

Moreover, to promote political development in a step—by—step and
orderly approach is in the interest of Hong Kong society's fundamental
interests. "Reaching the sky in a single bound" and having overall
universal suffrage overnight right now is not a popular wish of Hong
Kong society. So why is there any need to strive for it with strong
antagonist activities in a "life—or—death" manner?

With such three points in consensus that political reform must go
ahead, society must remain stable and the Central Government truly has
Hong Kong in its mind, the consultation on political reform in 2012

cannot but be fruitful on a logical, reasonable and lawful basis.

19 February 2010

WORDS AND USAGE

(1) Take sth into consideration (idiom) - Think about
and include something when you are forming an opinion or
making a decision.

Examples: 1. The used car may be cheap to buy, but you've
got to take into consideration the money you'll have to spend
on repairs. 2. Taking everything into consideration, the event
was a success.

(2 As follows (idiom) - Said to introduce a list of things.

Examples: 1. The witnesses are as follows — Tom, Sally and
Adam. 2. His arguments are as follows.

@ In a rut (idiom) — In a situation where it is impossible to
make progress; fixed in one particular type of job, activity,
method, etc.

Examples: 1. It's clear the economy is still stuck in a rut. 2.
I've got to change jobs — after 15 years here I feel I'm stuck in
a rut.

(4) At every turn (idiom) - Everywhere or every time you
try to do something.

Examples: 1. I keep meeting old friends at every turn. 2. His
plans always seem to go wrong at every turn.

(5)Be/get tired of sth/doing sth (idiom) - Become bored
or annoyed with something/doing something.

Examples: 1. I'm tred of the same old breakfast every
morning. 2. You'll soon get tired of traveling abroad.
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