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Howtowritea ghoststory (1)

2 % (yeung@harkyeung.com )

If you want to test whether you write well, try to write a ghost story. Read it to

your friends and see if they like it. If the story is not well written, without the right

atmosphere, it is boring. So it is a way to train one to write the feelings and the

environment.

1 have written one on my journey. It is in ten parts.

It is a real incident. (But do you think the readers will believe me?)

Towards the end of the journey, after I had decided to write about the textiles in

Norwich, a conversation took place in a mobile space: a lift.

The lift sprang slightly up and down like dancing and stopped suddenly on its way

to the ground floor. It was a day after a Euro—star train stopped in the tunnel. I

thought: power cut, heavy snow.
I pressed the alarm bell.

A robotic voice said: this lift is out of service.

I pressed all the buttons again and again.

A human voice finally came from another space, where are you?

The voice did not sound like those coming through telephones. Perhaps it was the

uneasiness hidden under the calmness.
Broadview Lodge, the lift, I said.

Where? I cannot hear you. Hello, hello.

This lift is out of service, the robotic voice said, as if answering the question for me.

Hello, hello--*

This lift is out of service, the robotic voice said. This lift is out of service....

B-r—o—a—d—-"*, I raised my voice.

I got it. We are coming, the human voice said.

This lift is out of service, the robotic voice continued to exercise its freedom of

speech. This lift is out of service, this lift is out of service...

Then the lift began to dance up and down again.

Ghost, don't play with me, I said.

This lift has reached the ground floor, the robotic voice said.

Then the door opened.

"The robotic voice continued to exercise its freedom of speech.” Do you think the

readers will agree with me?
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A piece of inspiring and happy news arrived during the Spring Festival
in the Year of the Tiger. A Hong Kong produced film, £choes of the
Rainbow, won the Crystal Bear award for best feature film in the

Generation section at the Berlin Film Festival.

The film winning the award has special significance in at least three
aspects.  First, this is a low—budget production. Second, one third of the
total $12 million production cost was sponsored by the SAR
Government's Film Development Fund. Finally, this is not a commercial
or gimmicky film but one depicting the life of the low—and middle—class
people in 1960s Hong Kong epitomized by a shoemaker's family in
Wing Lee Street in Central as the leading characters.

Besides this three—fold significance, it may be more interesting to
know why such a film could ever win such an award as the Crystal Bear
in the Generation section. This award is different from the Golden Bear
and Silver Bear awards which are decided by film experts. The
audiences of the films competing for the Crystal Bear award were young
boys and girls. And the award was decided by a committee whose more

than a dozen members were teenagers aged from 14 to 17.

No doubt, Echoes of the Rainbow could win the award because its
theme and characters deeply moved the viewers. Of the Law family,
who play the leading roles in the film, the father is a shoemaker who
makes shoes every day for others but he himself always wears a pair of
old shoes. The mother is a hard—working but talkative housewife. The
eldest son has his first juvenile romance. The younger son is naughty,
restless and full of dreams. The old building where the whole family live
has withstood the attack of a Signal 10 typhoon. Through
hard—working the parents are eventually able to send their children to
university. The story about the Law family in the film is the epitome
of the personal experiences of numerous middle—aged Hongkongers.
Hong Kong in the 1960s had yet to see the economic takeoft.
Many Hong Kong residents lived austere lives, but families were
full of strong affection and neighbours took care of each other. More
importantly, life was full of hopes and everyone believed that one could
improve his own life and his family's life by exerting himself to work
hard.

Such family affections, exertion and hopes expressed in the film by
director Alex Law Kai—yui, producer Mabel Cheung Yuen—Ting and
acting stars Simon Yam Tat—Wah and Sandra Ng Kwan—Yue deeply
moved audiences at the film festival and the more than a dozen teenage
judges. They were not familiar with Hong Kong society in the 1970s
and could only understand the story of the film through translated
subtitles. However, the inspiration of humanity and human nature is
beyond the limits of language. A life of exertion with hopes is longed
for by everyone in his heart. Although time is like a “superhuman
thief” taking away one's age and loved ones, yet it can never take away

family aftections, hopes and beliefs that live forever...

Echoes of the Rainbow winning the Crystal Bear award in Berlin
this time has brought not only extraordinary honour to Hong Kong's

film sector but also very important inspirations and opportunities. With
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China's rise economically, Chinese films especially those which depict
Chinese society, culture and traditional affections are attracting growing
attention in the international film market. This international market
including film, TV and cultural sectors and mass—viewers also demand
China—produced and Hong Kong—produced films, not just expensive,
hi—tech ones like Avatar. They hope to see from China— or Hong
Kong—made films what they cannot see from Western films or expensive
Hollywood productions, and what they may think has made China
strong and the Chinese society united. In this regard, there is greater

room for creation and development in Hong Kong than on the Mainland.

Hong Kong cannot produce Avatar, but Hong Kong can produce
Echoes of the Rainbow. There were so many stories and figures,
happy and tragic that could make one shed tears in laughter, in Hong
Kong in the 1960s and in the 150 years of British colonial rule. They
are waiting for film practitioners to cultivate, re—organize and recreate.
The SAR Government has set up the Film Development Fund and a
policy to support creative industries. How much high— or
new—technology is applied in a project should be just one of the criteria
for the government to grant its support. Social and cultural content of a
project should be made an important criterion. Some young people in
today’ s Hong Kong are, on the one hand, shouting “post—1980s
youths oppose the Express Rail Link”, and on the other hand waiting in
long queues to see Avatar. Won't they feel somehow inspired and moved
by the Echoes of the Rainbow ?

23 February 2010

WORDS AND USAGE :

Epitomise, epitomize (verb) - Tobea perfect example ofa
quality or type of thing. ( Noun : epitome )

Examples . 1. The works of Voltaire, a French philosopher
and writer, epitomize the Age of Enlightenment. 2. With
little equipment and unsuitable footwear, he epitomizes the
inexperienced and unprepared mountain walker.

Austere (adj) - Without comfort; plain and without
decoration.

Examples © 1. He had an austere childhood during the war.
2. The court room was a large dark chamber, an austere place.
Exert oneself (idiom) - Tomakeamental orphysical effort.

Examples | 1. He never exerts himself to help anyone. 2.
Sally exerted herself all year to earn good marks.

Long for sth/sb (phrasal verb) - To want something or
somebody very much.

Examples 1. How I long for your opinion on this Iittle
story of mine. 2. She found herself longing for her visitors to
leave.

Depict (verb) - To represent or show something in a picture or
story.

Examples © 1. In the book, he depicts his father as a tyrant.
2. People were shocked by the advertisement which depicted

a man beating his wife.
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