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ghost story (5)

2 1 (yeung@harkyeung.com )

Let's talk about light. Why is light so important? Do ghosts like light?
The room was neither dim nor bright and I could not tell where the sources

of light were. It was glowing. The glass was not tainted, yet it managed to

filter the light and keep the blue and

green ray. The quilt on the bed was

bathing in the sleeping sunlight, giving a warmth that was inviting.

What kind of story would T end up writing if T stay in this suite? The

question should be reshaped as: what kind of story will the suite tell me?

Many newlyweds choose to stay here
the young woman said.

. You can see the Cathedral from here,

There was the spire, the elongated triangle. I saw it on Elm Hill on my way
to the hotel. Why is there a hotel right at the entrance of the Cathedral? The

question came to my mind when I was

at Maid's Head.

At twilight, the homebound traffic kept the roundabout right in front of it so
busy, creating a live—and—die light show against the backdrop of a seemingly

unreal building. It stood there like a temporary structure in a film studio.

No activity at the reception. I wanted to have dinner there but my feet

started walking towards the exit. In a
The choir was singing.

My mind flashed back again.

few minutes, I was in the Cathedral.

Here in Greenland, even people know there is a ghost in the house, they

won't move out. They live with the ghost in the house, Little Sister said.

We were then sitting in front of a window. There were two pieces of glass

on the window frame, with a little space in between to keep the heating, and

the scene outside was a bit distorted and surreal.

Can I go to that house and have a look? I asked.
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Premier Wen Jiabao's Government Work Report to the annual
session of the National People's Congress (NPC) covers Hong Kong
and Macao's economic development and cooperation with the
Mainland, especially with the Pear] River Delta in Guangdong
Province. This shows the Motherland's care and support for the two
SARs. Under "one country, two systems", it is inevitable and natural
for Hong Kong and Macao to become increasingly integrated with the
Mainland, particularly with the neighbouring regions. Therefore, they
should make use of such a unique system and environment to promote
their development in creative and innovative ways, so that they can
keep pace with the rapid modernization on the Mainland. In this
way can they contribute more to help the Motherland become more

prosperous, while maintaining their own prosperity.

The Report says the Central Government will give support to Macao
to develop its tourism and leisure industry. It expends more words on
Hong Kong, saying the Central Government will support Hong Kong
(1) to consolidate and elevate its position as an international financial
hub and (2) to develop advantageous industries and foster new areas of
economic growth. The first has been talked about for a while but the
second point is quite new. This suggests that the Central Government,
as it does for Macao, hopes Hong Kong could diversify its economy so
as to expand the foundation for development and enhance its strength
against risks. Naturally, how to diversify and what industries and new
areas should be developed are matters to be decided by Hong Kong and
Macao in accordance with their own conditions. Under "one country
two systems", the Central Government cannot tell Hong Kong and
Macao how to handle their own affairs, big or small. But in order not
to let down the Central Government with its high expectations and to

grasp the opportunities, Hong Kong and Macao must devote efforts to

explore areas for new industries.

‘What is noteworthy is that the Central Government hopes Hong
Kong will consolidate its status as an international financial hub rather
than a national hub. Nowadays there is a lot of talk on the Mainland
about how to make good use of resources in both domestic and
overseas markets? In the case of Hong Kong, the SAR should make
good use of resources of the Mainland and overseas markets so as to
continue playing the role of a window for the opening up of the
Mainland by coordinating the resources of both. For this purpose, even
right now when the international environment remains poor and
external demand sluggish, Hong Kong must still make greater efforts to
develop overseas businesses and expand the network of its overseas
connections, instead of just focusing on cultivating the Mainland market
alone. Financially, while striving for more renminbi (RMB) businesses,
Hong Kong should also lure more overseas businesses. In tourism,
while continuing to attract Mainland visitors, Hong Kong should also
lure more foreign tourists. Only when Hong Kong maintains or,
better, expand its international connections, can it fully play its role as a

window for the opening up of the Mainland.

The Motherland's support surely is an important and favourable
factor, but in the final analysis Hong Kong and Macao must rely on
their own efforts to boost their development. If they fail to live up to
expectations, they would become a liability for the country. On this,
Vice President Xi Jinping has pointed out that development is of
overriding importance and thus must be pursued unswervingly as the
primary task, and stability is an exacting task as well as a primary
responsibility. Hong Kong and Macao governments must take this as
an instruction of overriding importance and a basic yardstick to measure
their administrations. Without stability, nothing can be achieved. In its
governance, Hong Kong SAR Government must be fully aware of

what people think and want, take care of citizens' legal interests and
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reasonable demands, so as to build consensus. At the same time, the

government must deal with a few people who deliberately make
trouble or instigate antagonism, in accordance with the law or make
new laws to deal with them, so as to ensure the authority of its
governance. Such trouble—makers must absolutely not be allowed to do
what they like; their wrongdoings must not be winked at and the rule

of law must not be infringed.

In regard to development, the Hong Kong government earlier made
proposals on how to improve the existing pillar industries and cultivate
six new areas. The proposal on the six new industries has caused much
controversy in society. But this is a good beginning. Right now
questions such as what adjustments should be made or whether the
number of new industries be increased or decreased could be put aside,
leaving them to be answered in practice. What is more important is
that authorities should not be content with oftering proposals but must
devote efforts to follow up and carry them out. This requires the
establishment of a special institution to work out an overall plan for
cultivation and development. Sufficient resources must be allocated for
this purpose. New industries often face the risk of market failure and
thus must be started by a "big government". To develop new industry
in Hong Kong, we must be aware of both our own advantages and the
mainstream trends in the world and on the Mainland. Therefore
priority must be given to cultivate and develop new—and
high—technology industries. On this, Premier Wen's Report has made
an important point that the financial crisis is hastening the birth of new
technologies and triggering off an industrial revolution. Therefore new
strategic industries must be developed, racing to control a post—crisis
vantage point ahead of others. Former Chief Executive Tung
Chee—hwa in his term laid the cornerstone for Hong Kong's
development of high—tech industries, planting some seedlings. Failure
to let these seedlings grow healthily and keep pace with development in
the Motherland means failing to carry on the "primary task" of

development. Then history will judge us accordingly.
08 March 2010

WORDS AND USAGE:

(1) Keep pace (with sth/sb) (idiom) - Move, progress or
develop at the same speed or rate as something/somebody.
Examples: 1. Can you slow down a bit? I can't keep pace with
you. 2. In this business we have to keep pace with our overseas
competitors.
(2) Let sb down (phrasal verb) - To disappoint somebody by
failing to do what you are expected to do.
Examples: 1. Don't let me down! 2. He let the team down by
not trying hard enough.
(3 Nowadays (adv.) - At the present time; in comparison to
the past.
Examples: 1. Trains go very fast nowadays. 2. I get along with
him well nowadays.
@ In the final/last analysis (idiom) - Used to say what is
most important after everything has been discussed or considered.
Examples: 1. In the final analysis, political independence and
economic independence are inseparable. 2. In the last analysis,
humour is a matter of individual interpretation.
(5) Live up to sth (phrasal verb) - To behave as well as or be
as successful as people expect.

Examples: 1. We will continue to live up to our promises. 2.

They did not loyally live up to the principles they professed.
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