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How to write a ghost story (7)

2 # (yeung@harkyeung.com )

Why did I change the setting in my last part and talk about another
place so far away? Why did I describe the little hut surrounded by snow?

Now [ come back to Norwich.

After showing me the rooms, the young woman introduced other parts
of the hotel to me, like introducing some important movie stars. The
dining room was like an aristocrat—turned—actress. There was something

very theatrical in the chandelier. I felt I was in a ship, a vintage ship like
the one I took twenty years ago from Japan to the then USSR. The
rose—red carpet was of the same tone, with a depth that is no longer

fashionable. Now the most talked about rose is the blue rose grown by

the Japanese.

The young woman showed me the menu, one of the first items was

hamburger.

Next to the dining room was the bar.

This is the second oldest bar in town, and this is the original
reception. You see, the letter box is still here, the young woman said.
The handmade copper box did not have the idleness or laziness so

often found in obsolete items. Now e—mails, not letters, are stored on
the Internet, a space that is at the same time inside and outside of the
hotel. If T stay there, I would call my university friend in Hong Kong to

send me a letter, perhaps with stamps taillor—made for this purpose, I
thought. In Hong Kong, one can pay to have your own usable stamps. I
was thrilled when T first saw this service. Twenty years ago, when I was

staying in Eastern Europe, I wrote to my friends and sent them letters

with lovely stamps.

What will T write to her if T stay in this hotel?

Dear Friend,

How are you’ It has been a long time since I sent letters to you. We
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Secretary for Development Carrie Lam Cheng Yuet—ngor
yesterday announced a new plan to preserve the Wing Lee Street in
Central. All 12 old buildings on the street, instead of just three as
originally planned, will be preserved intact and revitalised.

In the Central and Western District on Hong Kong Island there
are quite a number of pre—World War II old buildings and streets,
most of which are to be demolished for redevelopment, as was Wing
Lee Street to previously. How come the small Wing Lee Street
could escape the fate of being demolished in the last minute and
instead be preserved intact, even before the Urban Renewal
Authority meet to make a decision? The answer is, of course, that
this has a lot to do with the film Echoes of the Rainbow (literally
Time As A Superhuman Thief).

Winning the Crystal Bear award for best feature film in the
Generation section at the Berlin Film Festival, the film has given not
only its director Alex Law Kai—yui and producer Mabel Cheung
Yuen—Ting but also Wing Lee Street (where the film was shot) a
claim to fame. The film is about Shoemaker Law's family of four.
How the parents work hard to make a living, how the two naughty
sons grow up, and how they struggle against the attack of a Signal 10
typhoon - all these events take place on this small Wing Lee Street.
The director has used a lot of real scenes on that street as settings of
the film, which not only make the it look more realistic but also give
viewers some deep impression and nostalgia of this dilapidated

streets.

After the film won the award and was screened, there has
appeared a "fever" in search of Wing Lee Street. Quite many
members of the "post—1980s" and "post—1990s" generations have
made special trips to Wing Lee Street to have their pictures taken
while they showed the 2—finger V—signs. A number of middle—aged
or older citizens and neighbours have come to have a look at each
old building on the street with nostalgia. Overnight, this hitherto
largely forgotten small street has become a trendy hot spot. Calls
on the government not to demolish but to conserve Wing Lee Street
have become increasingly strong among conservationists for cultural

heritages.

In such circumstances, if the government still insisted on its 2008
plan to tear down most of the dilapidated buildings on Wing Lee
Street for redevelopment, then in the mind's eyes of citizens, their
"collective memory" would no longer be the same, despite height
restrictions would be imposed on redeveloped buildings. To save
Wing Lee Street, the only way is to conserve it as it is instead of

demolishing it for redevelopment.

We should say that it is in time and wise for the government to
eventually decide on preserving Wing Lee Street. In fact, Echoes of
the Rainbow has aroused attentions of people of various ages to
Hong Kong's historical heritages. Such sentiments absolutely deserve

to be appreciated and treasured.

Not long ago, incidents occurred one after another in which some
"post—1980s" young people rushed to besiege the government
headquarters and Legislative Council building. Recently, some
people have also been talking in a high—pitch voice about
"post—1980s" youths unable to buy homes. At such moments, if
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someone could tell today's young people to try to know more about
what hard times their fathers, older brothers and ancestors had all
been through, about how their previous generations bought home
relying on their own hands rather than on government subsidies,
such an advice would be timely and meaningful. If Wing Lee Street
could somehow play such a role as "live teaching stuff" about history,

why not preserve it instead of "burying" it?

Needless to say, it is not easy to preserve an old street intact. Old
buildings on Wing Lee Street are very dilapidated. Carrie Lam
Cheng Yuet—ngor also once said there was no way to preserve it so
it had to be demolished. Some of the old buildings have been taken
over by the Urban Renewal Authority and some are still in the hands
of their owners. How to repair and conserve the street needs the
participation of the Urban Renewal Authority and overall planning.
A few owners will also have to take up the responsibility of

maintenance if they are unwilling to sell their premises.

How to revitalize the old buildings owned by the Urban Renewal
Authority after renovation, this also deserves careful considerations.
AS a suggestion, authorities may consider "revitalising" Shoemaker
Law's shop and the Hong Kong—style café as shown in the film into
spots of attraction, where wax figures and settings could be displayed
and the film Echoes of the Rainbow be screened. This should be

quite interesting and attractive to visitors.

Time as a superhuman thief could steal time from a city and a
citizen. But the cultural cohesive force and centripetal force of a city
and the spirit of hard working can never be stolen by any
"superhuman thief", as long as the government and citizens including
the "post 1980s" and "post—1990s" generations join their efforts to
17 March 2010

treasure and safeguard them.

WORDS AND USAGE:

(1) Claim to fame (idiom) - A reason why someone or
something is famous.

Examples: 1. Her claim to fame is that she can recite the entire
works of Shakespeare. 2. The town's main claim to fame is that
the President was born here.

(2 Nostalgia (noun) — A bittersweet feeling as you think
about things in the past.

Examples: 1. Some people feel nostalgia for their school days. 2.
He felt a wave of nostalgia for the life he had left behind him.

(3 Dilapidated (adj) - Describes something old and in poor
condition.

Examples: 1. We bought a dilapidated house and tried to repair
it. 2. The hotel we stayed in was really dilapidated.

(@) A hot spot (idiom) - A popular and exciting place.

Examples: 1. This building is a hot spot for tourism. 2. We
went clubbing in some of the city's most famous hot spots.

(5 Tear down (phrasal verb) - To intentionally destroy a
building or other structure because it is no longer wanted.

Examples: 1. The government has decide to tear down this
hospital and build a new one. 2. They are tearing down some old
houses to build a new office block.
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