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How to write a ghost story (s)

£ # (yeung@harkyeung.com )

Is this just a ghost story?
I am telling the readers my trips in the past. It is also about travelling.

Have you read travel literature?

In Asia, the haunted hotels are usually the five—star ones.

It is logical: ghosts like to stay in nice places. It is not a question whether they have
to pay for the accommodation. It is a question whether they are welcome to stay
there by the people, just like people in Greenland do.

In Hong Kong, there are ceremonies to  ‘help the ghosts on their journeys’ . It is
believed that ghosts are on their ways to a very happy world or back to this world in
the form of another newborn. If a ghost stays somewhere in this world, that means
the ghost has got stuck, either because of a lack of resources for the journey or
because it has had something unsettled in the last life. The ceremonies to help them
are colourful, filling the space with sound, chanting and warmth, with all sorts of
offering and the burning of paper money. In the area I live, Hong Kong SoHo, such
ceremony is performed every year.

In London, I had stayed in a student hall that was said to be haunted. The square
had been bombed during World War II, with some residents being killed. Someone
told me that the student hall was once a hotel which was so well—known for its ghosts
that its business turned bad. The building was eventually converted to a student hall.
A Japanese student, after hearing that the hall was haunted, told me she was followed
by a ghost.

I did not know that, she said, but I noticed something funny happened to me from
time to time. For example, the television would suddenly stop working and strange
images would appear on the screen. I met a monk later and studied with him. He told
me that my grandaunt's ghost was always with me. The monk told me to ofter her

some water.
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Secretary for Transport and Housing of the SAR Government Eva
Cheng Yu—wah yesterday disclosed that the Housing Authority would
put all 4,000 remaining Home Ownership Scheme (HOS) apartments on
the market at one go in June. The Housing Society will also sell all the
remaining 800 Sandwich Class Housing Scheme (SCHS) flats.

In other words, in coming months, there will be some 5,000 HOS
and SCHS flats available on the market for potential buyers. This is no
doubt like some "cooling ointment" for the "fever" in the current
overheated market for small— and medium—sized apartments.

Right now, the property market has been heating up so irrationally
that everyone is deeply concerned. There is panic particularly in the
market for so—called home starters with potential buyers fearing they
may no longer be able to afford them. Some young people's plans to buy
homes with their limited budgets are ruined. Some parents, who are
worried that their sons may not be able to get married without their own
flats, are rushing to buy up small units with all of their lifetime savings. In
such circumstances, and with some exaggeration by a few media outlets,
the overheated property market no longer remains a pure market or
economic problem. It is likely to evolve into a social problem,
intensifying conflicts and antagonisms. The consequences could be very

serious.

Therefore, while remaining prudent and careful not to directly
intervene in the property market, the government is making such a move
as putting 5,000 HOS and SCHS flats for sale at one go. This would be
like pouring some water down to cool the market, to let people calm
down and pause for breath. This certainly has a positive effect. As a
matter of fact, these remaining HOS and SCHS flats would anyway have
had to be put on the market sooner or later. Now, to help stabilize the
market, putting them all on the market at one go is much more effective
than selling them in batches. In this way, the government can also make

clear its aim of caring for the people's welfare.

However, putting the remaining 5,000 flats for sale at one go will only
meet an urgent need but will not solve the long—term problem. In
future, ensuring the sustainable and healthy development of Hong
Kong's property market, maintaining a balance between a free market
and looking after the public's interests, including how the government as
the "market regulator" would properly play its role and fulfill its duties,
will remain difficult problems that cannot be easily solved. Right now,
an issue being fiercely debated is whether the government should resume
building HOS flats to re—enter the market.

This issue seems quite complicated and subtle. First of all, is resuming
building HOS flats the magic remedy or the only way to cope with the
difficulties facing ordinary citizens, especially young people, when
buying homes? There should be reservations in the answer to this
question. This involves various issues of principle, such as the reasonable
use of public funds, the relationship between living in and buying
housing as a value—saving investment, and what proper social functions a
public housing policy should have. If HOS is regarded as an instrument
to moderate housing prices and used whenever there is a need to, then
this obviously is not the original intention of the Home Ownership

Scheme and should not be used as such by a responsible government.
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Many analysts have pointed out that the crux of the problem with
Hong Kong's property market lies in the supply of land. Some years ago,
to stabilize housing prices, the government introduced the so—called
Application List system for land sales and set strict restrictions. Under the
system, it has not been easy to get a land lot off the Application List for
public bidding. As a result, housing of various types on sale or under
construction has grown slowly or even dropped in past few years. And
property developers do not have enough land for development either.
Therefore, in face of growing demand by citizens for homes plus low
mortgage interest rates and an inflow of "hot money", the only way to
tackle the problem is to ensure sufficient housing supply by increasing the
availability of land.

Right now, the problem of housing has been elevated to political
heights, impinging on social harmony, stability and development. An
ancient poem says, ‘I wish I can have thousands of houses, to shelter all
poor scholars under Heaven who then can smile in joy." On the problem
of housing, the SAR Government must take a more proactive and
responsible attitude. It must make efforts to know and understand what
people really think and want, and to make a down—on—earth study of
various problems with the property market so as to gather accurate
information and data. The government must also respond rationally and
reasonably to all kinds of criticisms and appeals including those on the
issue of whether HOS should be resumed. The factor of stability of
governance must be taken into consideration. Government policies must
not remain rigid, but they must not be changed too quickly and too often
either. The launch of 5,000 flats for sale should gain some space and time
for the government to give the matter further thought and take action
after careful consideration and deliberation. 16 March 2010

WORDS AND USAGE :

() In other words (idiom) - Expressed in a different way; that
is to say.

Examples: 1."I don't think this is the right job for you, Tom."
"In other words, you want me to leave. Is that it?" 2. He
became, in other words, a great hero.

(2 Heat up, heat sth up (phrasal verb) -~ To become warm
or hot; to make something warm or hot.

Examples: 1. The pipes will expand as they heat up. 2 We can
heat up the soup in the microwave.

(3 For sale (idiom) - Available to be bought, especially from
the owner.

Examples: 1."Is this painting for sale?" "I'm sorry, it's not for
sale." 2. They have put their house up for sale.

4 Calm down, calm sb down (phrasal verb) - To stop
feeling upset, angry or excited; to stop someone feeling this way.

Examples: 1. There is nothing we can do to calm her down.
2. He'll have calmed down in the morning.

(5) Cope with sth or sb (phrasal verb) — To manage to deal
with someone or something; to endure someone or something.

Examples: 1. I don't think I can cope with any more trouble.
2. I can't cope with your being late for work anymore.
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