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I did not describe the student hall in London.

How to write a ghost story (9)

2 % (yeung@harkyeung.com )

I let the readers

imagine. Instead I told a story about a Japanese to make the atmosphere

Now I am going to tell Hong Kong readers somewhere closer, a
so—called haunted place they can go and have a look.

At the University of Hong Kong, there is a similar place, a historical
building that looks like a castle. Now it is used as a hall for young men.
Some Chinese believe that young men are full of the kind of bright
energy that ghosts would prefer to avoid.

It was said to be the place where the Japanese executed the locals
when they occupied Hong Kong during the war. For two years I had
lived in an apartment building opposite to that castle. Once when my
mother visited me, she immediately felt uncomfortable about the castle.
She did not visit me again, saying that she was afraid. I had not met any
ghost while T was there. It was an extraordinary apartment, no doubt.
The first time I walked into it, immediately I wanted to stay in it, not
unlike the feeling T had when I was in the Elizabeth Suite.

A few times during my encounters with hotels, I thought of writing
ghost stories.

A hotel in Saigon, 1994. At that time Vietnam was attracting a lot of
attention from international investors. That hotel was a busy and festive
place. The café at its roof—top was nearly full all the time: a meeting
place for the foreigners, especially business people. During the war the

hotel was the place for press conferences. It was there, for the first time,

N

I learnt that a financial storm was brewing in Asia.

Why I suddenly talked about financial matters? Do ghosts need money?
In the ecarlier part of the story I talked about making offering to ghosts.
It implied that ghosts, like human beings, need things to go along.
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The air pollution index at almost all roadside stations hit a record high of

500 — the maximum possible reading. Citizens going outdoors generally

cope with; sandstorms

Hong Kong yesterday was hit by a rarely, if ever, seen sandstorm.

complained about phlegm and sore throats, and eye irritation. Senior

citizens, children and patients of chronic respiratory illnesses felt difficult
in breathing. A number of people had to be sent to hospital for

treatment.

Responding to this, Secretary for the Environment Edward Yau
Tang—wah said, at a joint press conference yesterday with some Hong
Kong Observatory officials and respiratory specialists, that government
authorities concerns were taking relevant measures such as reminding
people not to exert themselves to physical exercises or stay for long
outdoors, and requiring schools to cancel physical—exercise classes for the
sake of safety. He also believed that the air pollution by sandstorm would
be improved with the arrival of a southeast monsoon in coming couple

of days.

An old saying goes that "Under Heaven there are always
unexpected storms." Until yesterday, Hong Kong people had known
"sandstorm" as just a climatic or geographical word with the impression
of women in Beijing wrapping their heads with gauze kerchiefs when
going outdoors. No one in Hong Kong would have thought that the
territory would be troubled by a sandstorm amid humid weather in early
spring. Therefore, citizens were generally alarmed and disturbed by

yesterday's air pollution caused by a sandstorm.

home may also face increased risks. Many parents also become very
concerned whether schools should be closed in such weather, like under

typhoon signals No 3 or No 8.

In fact, northern areas of China have been hit by sandstorm twice

after the Spring Festival. The latest one even spread to southern China,

which was rarely seen before. Days ago, Xinhua News Agency already

reported that the West Lake (Xihu) in Hangzhou was overwhelmed by a

make improvement.

sandstorm with young green leaves of willows covered by sands-** And
later the sandstorm spread to Fujian and Taiwan. At that time, were
Hong Kong's Environment Bureau and Observatory fully aware of the
situation or did they manage to gather enough information? Did they
contact the Central Meteorological Centre for more detailed data? Did
they issue any early warning about the sandstorm to relevant authorities

and citizens? It seems a thorough review is needed on such issues so as to

We must also be aware that China is entering a period of high

Few knew what at any time.

preventive and protective measures they could take.

On the other hand, as indicated by the tough situation that air
pollution monitored by all roadside stations reached the maximum
possible reading yesterday, threats to Hong Kong by major climate
changes are likely to intensify with changes in its greater
environment. The SAR Government must heightens its awareness and
work out a mechanism and a set of measures to cope with a crisis caused
up by climate changes, as it did with the outbreak of SARS (severe acute
respiratory syndrome) and bird flu,. Otherwise, there could be very

serious consequences.

As a matter of fact, if air pollution caused by the sandstorm like
yesterday would last for a few more days, some citizens' health would
likely deteriorate quickly. If this ever happens, then emergency rooms of
public hospitals and private clinics would be crowded with patients
suffering coughs, shortness of breath and asthma. Dr Yu Wai Cho, a
specialist of respiratory system at Queen Mary Hospital, pointed out
yesterday that the suspended particulates in the air yesterday were smaller
than 10 . m which could penetrate deep down into human lungs.
Ordinary masks or air filtering systems in office buildings could not
block them out. As such they would considerably affect human
health, particularly on patients suffering from chronic obstructive
pulmonary disease (COPD) or chronic heart disease. In Taiwan where
was hit by the sandstorm one day earlier than Hong Kong, the number of
patients with respiratory problems admitted to major hospitals sharply

rose by 30%.

In addition to COPD and chronic heart disease patients, aged
people and children are also the most vulnerable to climate changes. If
the situation continues worsening, aged citizens in residential homes and

day care centres may fall ill in groups. Senior citizens living alone at
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frequency of sandstorms, as warned by the chief weather forecaster of the
National Meteorological Centre. The current sandstorm will be over by
the night of March 22. But there will be another one around March 24.

And in April and May, north China may be hit by six to nine
sandstorms, which are more than those seen in the same period of 2009.
Thus it may not be alarmist talk to say that the air pollution index at

roadside stations across Hong Kong would hit the maximal reading again
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letter?

many as alarmist.

WORDS AND USAGE:

(1) Respond to sth or sb (phrasal verb) - To react to or to
answer something or someone.

Examples: 1. I need you to respond to the points in the report
by end of the day. 2. When are you going to respond to my

(2)Block sth out (phrasal verb) - To stop sth from coming in.
Examples: 1. The trees block out much of sunlight. 2. I'm so
used to the traffic now I just block it out.

(3 Vulnerable (adj) - Able to be easily physically, emotionally
or mentally hurt, influenced or attacked.
Examples: 1. The enemy's position is vulnerable. 2. Achilles

was vulnerable only in his heel.

(@Fall ill (phrasal verb) ~ To become ill.
Examples: 1. Tom fell ill just before he was to perform. 2. We
both fell ill after eating the baked fish.

(5) Alarmist (adj) - Intentionally showing only the bad and
dangerous things in a situation to worry people.

Examples: 1. The government has dismissed newspaper reports
of 200 dead in the disaster as alarmist. 2. The public health

measures taken in response to swine flu now are criticised by
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