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Writing abo

(1) The Art Centre

In Hong Kong we have been talking about building an arts complex in west Kowloon.
While in the UK [ have visited the first art centre building by the Foster Associates, the
firm which built our airport. Instead of telling the readers what the building looks like, 1
started my story with the people I met there.

Strangers; a bag at the back with a baby sleeping

Her dress was the yellow of a flower from a far moor

And his the saffron from a soil mysterious and mellow

Her eyes half—closed, hands caressing the

A young asylum seeker near the exit sat up straight

Shyly, he started to make a song

They are refugees from Africa, we are taking them for an outing, a young woman said.
I saw them earlier, near the wing with artworks from Africa; the children were crying,

they made the atmosphere livelier, I said.

The children were at the time already quite relaxed. Perhaps because they knew that the
trip was over and they were going back to a place more familiar to them. The Forster
building, for children, might resemble a big piece in a model, ready for them to work with
imagination. That was what I felt at first sight. Then it made me think of the American
airbase at the top of the world: at Northwest Greenland. Many of the buildings there were
smaller versions of this centre. Put together, they formed a piece of freezing installation art

about the cold war.

In the past the strangers, the asylum seekers, had brought new life to the textile industry,

I was told.

Those Strangers were skillful textile workers,
(French—speaking Flamands), facing religious persecution in their homeland. They were

invited to Norwich in the 16th century to

role in the textile history of Norwich. Today, there is a museum called the Strangers' Hall
near the Madder Market. The rooms are decorated with furniture from different periods to
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rejuvenate the trade. They played an important
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Chief Executive Donald Tsang Yam—kuen and Guangdong Governor
the
Kong—Guangdong Cooperation yesterday in Beijing. This is the first

Huang Huahua signed Framework Agreement on Hong
pact about Hong Kong—Guangdong cooperation that is approved by
the State Council. And its signing was witness by Vice President Xi
Jinping. All this highlights the importance the Central Government has
attached to the pact. But singing the agreement is just the start of
relevant development. From now on, more efforts must be devoted to
execute the agreement. Tests and challenges are still ahead of us. The
task is heavy and the road long. The SAR Government and all sectors

in Hong Kong must be well aware of this.

The drafting and signing of the Agreement has far—reaching
multi—fold significance. First of all, this is a substantial step taken
following The Outlines of the Plan for Reform and Development of the
Pearl River Delta (2008—2020) unveiled by the State Council in
January 2009. The Outlines sets to goal for Guangdong and Hong Kong
to strengthen their cooperation and initiate systematic renovation in this
regard. Tt also gives the green—light for Guangdong to take the lead in
experimenting further opening up to Hong Kong. This is a long—term
and important strategic arrangement by the Central Government. Hong
Kong's return to the Motherland in 1997 following the "one country
two systems" formula solved the historical problems of political separation
in over 100 years. The Outlines is now aimed at solving the historical
problem of economic separation by boosting economic integration
between Guangdong and Hong Kong. Hong Kong's integration with
the Pear] River Delta to form a Greater Pearl River Delta economic
system is a link in the country's long—term strategy for regional
development. This is also the ultimate destiny of Hong Kong's
economy. No doubt, this will also be an important breakthrough in

deepening the "one country two systems" in practice.

Secondly, the Agreement provides a comprehensive framework
This will
enable CEPA and other agreements signed previously to be

and mechanism for the implement of the Outlines.

coordinated under standardized and legalized conditions and, hopefully,
to be included in the nation's 12th Five—Year Plan for Social and
Economic Development (2011 - 2015) so as to become a part in the
country's development blueprint. Naturally, this will lay a solid
foundation for Hong Kong to be integrated into the country's

modernization drive.

the
arrangement in the country and in East Asia. The Pearl River Delta is

Lastly, Agreement is an important regional cooperative
one of the most important and developed economic regions in the
country. The formation of a closer cooperative system in Greater Pearl
River Delta with the merger of Hong Kong and Macau will ensure the
success of building a super international metropolis on the Pearl River.
This provides a golden opportunity for Hong Kong. So Hong Kong
must spare no effort to execute the Agreement so as not to miss the
opportunity.  Right now, all regions on the Mainland are sparing no
effort to seize similar opportunities. For instance, Shanghai Mayor Han
Zheng is currently in a visit to Taiwan to promote cross—Strait
cooperation. His visit would facilitate the two—way exchange of
currencies of the two sides and direct charter flights. More importantly,
the the

cooperation in high— and new—tech industries is great. A cross—Strait

from long—term  perspective, potential for cross—Strait
science and technology development zone formed will play a key role in
the global market. Fujian province is also making eftorts to strengthen
cooperation with Taiwan through its Western Taiwan Strait Economic

Zone. Guangxi and Yunnan provinces are taking the advantage of the
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China—ASEAN Free Trade Area to strengthen their economic exchange
Such

could boost development in

with  their south. cross—boundary
cooperation the
Therefore, Hong Kong must make use of the Agreement to get on

board the express train of development in this region.

neighbours  in regional

regions concerned.

Key targets of cooperation set by the Agreement cover sectors such as
finance, manufacturing, services, infrastructure, environmental protection,
education and scientific and technological research. Some projects are
being carried out and a lot more new projects are being planned or to be
initiated. In this regard, in particular, the SAR Government must play a
leading role, devoting more efforts in planning, coordination and
follow—ups. For example, in financial cooperation, how to attract more
Guangdong enterprises to raise funds in Hong Kong (including making
initial public offerings of shares and issuing yuan bonds) ? In industrial
cooperation, how to better support Hong Kong—invested enterprises in
Guangdong to upgrade and restructure themselves? In infrastructure,
how to push for the building and operation of new transport links

(especially the Eastern Corridor) and for further development and
improvement of existing infrastructure projects? The operation of the
Western Corridor and the Lok Ma Chau Spur Line is far from ideal,
More
importantly, Hong Kong must speed up its own development, especially
the upgrading
particularly the Pearl River Delta, will become further developed during

which must be improved so as to fulfill their potentials.

and restructuring of its economy.  Guangdong,
the 12th Five—Year Palan period. If Hong Kong fails to upgrade itself; it
will not be able to cooperate with its northern neighbour that is
improving itself day after day. If this ever happens, then there could be

no true cooperation, because Hong Kong would likely become falling

behind. 08 April 2010

WORDS AND USAGE :

1) Pact (noun)
or groups.

- A formal agreement between two people
Examples © 1. China and South Korea have signed a
free—trade pact. 2. The white men made a peace pact with
the Indians.

@ Be well aware of sth, be well aware that--
(idiom) - Know very well about something.
Examples © 1. I'm well aware of the risks involved. 2. She

was well aware that he was married.

(3)So as to do sth (idiom) - With the intention of doing

something.
Examples © 1. The test questions are kept secret so as to

prevent cheating. 2. He made an excuse to go to the toilet

so as to leave us alone.

(4 Make use of sth/sb (idiom) -

somebody for your own advantage.

Use something/
Examples © 1. We should train them to make use of
reference books. 2. Make good use of your time !

(5)0On board (idiom) - On a train, ship or aircraft ; as part
of a group or team.

Examples © 1. The ship has 500 passengers on board. 2.

R

It's good to have you on board for this project.
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