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Writing about Museums
(3) The Strangers' Halll

2 15 ( yeung@harkyeung.com )

Inside the museum, outside the museum.
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The SAR Government yesterday published a package of proposals on
the methods for selecting the Chief Executive (CE) and for forming the
Legislative Council (Legco) in 2012, setting out detailed proposals for the
two electoral methods. At the same time, Qiao Xiaoyang, Deputy
Secretary—General of the National People's Congress (NPC) Standing
Committee, met Hong Kong reporters in Beijing to talk the political
reform proposals.

It may be said that, the just—unveiled Proposals and Qiao Xiaoyang's
comments have affirmed and clarified certain points in controversy,
demands and opinions in Hong Kong society about political
development. Qiao Xiaoyang made it clear in his talk that the "authority
and legal effect" of the universal suffrage timetable for selecting the CE in
2017 and forming the Legco in 2020 "is beyond a shadow of
doubt". He also made a clear explanation about the use of the word
"may" (in the NPC Standing Committee's decision on the universal
suffrage timetable). Having followed correct opinions, the SAR
Government has proposed that the five additional Legco seats, as well as
the existing one, for the District Council constituency will all be elected
by proportional representation. This may allay some people's suspicion
that the Democratic Alliance for the Betterment and Progress of Hong
Kong (DAB) may benefit from the reform to get more seats.

Therefore, in view of either the ultimate goal of universal suffrage or
of the revised methods for selecting the CE and forming the Legco, the
Proposals and Qiao Xiaoyang's remarks have further increased people's
knowledge and confidence in political development toward ultimate

universal suffrage in the SAR.

If the spirit of Qiao's speech is followed and measures in the SAR
Government's Proposals are implemented, and various sectors could
narrow their differences to build mutual trust, establish tolerance and join
their efforts to promote political development, instead of stubbornly
adhering to one's own position and let the proposed reform die in
pregnancy once again, then it can be absolutely certain that political
development in the SAR is bound to progress in an unprecedented
high—speed, like on board a train on the Wuhan—Guangzhou Express
Rail, and arrive safely at the terminus of universal suffrage.

Today, it seems quite worthwhile doing a review of the history of the
SAR Government and of the ultimate goal of universal suffrage. In
recent years, some members of the opposition camp and a couple of
trouble—making media outlets have deliberately played up the issue to
make democracy in the SAR seem as if their "patented invention". And
it is as if they who have brought this right to Hong Kong people. This is
of course a great distortion and misleading. The fact is, the goal of
universal suffrage is written in black and white on the Basic Law. This is
the most powerful constitutional guarantee which shows the total
political trust in Hong Kong people by the Central Government and the
NPC Standing Committee. Democracy is by no means the patent of the
self—proclaimed democrats. Universal suffrage is not alms bestowed by
the opposition camp. Hong Kong people today must be fully aware of
this and cherish it. Therefore, in regard to political development in the
SAR, the Central Government is by no means an "obstruction". On the
contrary, it is the Central Government, the Basic Law and the decision
made by the NPC Standing Committee which point out the feasible

On this basic viewpoint, Qiao Xiaoyang's talk in Beijing yesterday is
really very sincere and touching. Responding to the question about the
universal suffrage for selecting the CE in 2017 and forming the Legco in
2020, he pointed out that this timetable was set with serious and careful
considerations. For, the years 2017 and 2020, being the 20th anniversary
and 23rd anniversary of Hong Kong's return to the Motherland
respectively, mark the middle line of the "no—change" period of 50 years.

By then, certain experiences in political development will have been
accumulated and more consensuses reached in society, thus there will be
good conditions for universal suffrage. Qiao also described this timetable
as "a goal of joint eftorts" by the SAR and Central Governments.

This once again clearly shows that the Central Government has no
prejudice or selfishness in considering political development and
universal suffrage in the SAR. Rather, it always considers the issue based
on the reality of Hong Kong society and in the interest of Hong Kong's
prosperity and stability. Under such circumstances, if some individuals
still want to advocate about "giving back Hong Kong people the right of
universal suffrage", then they must be questioned, as Chief Secretary
Henry Tang Yam— yuen rebutted opposition legislator Emily Lau
Wai—hing at the Legco yesterday, "Who else will you trust if not the

Central Government?"

The door to universal suffrage in the SAR now opens. As long as
Hong Kong people become more united to form consensuses, as long as
legislators take overall interests into consideration and vote for the

Proposals, political development will take a broad step forward.

15 April 2010

WORDS AND USAGE :

(1) Beyond/without a shadow of (a) doubt (idiom) -
There is no doubt at all; absolutely certainly.

Examples: He is guilty beyond a shadow of a doubt. 2. The
safety of the new system is without a shadow of doubt.

2 Allay (verb) - To make someone feel less worried or
frightened.

Examples: 1. The government is trying the allay public
concern about the spread of the disease. 2. He allayed her fears.
@ In view of sth (idiom) - Taking something into
consideration; or because of something.

Examples: 1. In view of what you tell me about that place, |
shall not go there. 2. In view of you've said, I think we should
consider taking legal actions.

(4) Adhere to sth (phrasal verb) - To continue to obey a rule
or maintain a belief.

Examples: 1. How many people in fact adhere to this view?
2. They failed to adhere to the terms of the contract.

(5) Play sth up (phrasal verb) - To try to make something
appear more important than it really is, usually for one's own
advantage.

Examples: 1. The official report plays up the likely benefits of
the scheme, but glosses over the costs. 2. She played up her

achievements in an attempt to impress us.
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route toward the ultimate goal of universal suffrage and provide the

Once inside the Strangers' Hall, I saw a big party. There was a big table with a lot of

absolute guarantee.

plastic food under a high ceiling. It was like walking right into a Christmas card that
came to me three decades ago. Nostalgia came. I felt I was not much older than the

school children sitting on the floor of one of the rooms and I stopped looking at the A

cupboards and pictures with the eyes of an art critic. The rooms were leading to one ﬂi: [ lﬂ — k ; Y E 'Q]Ef‘#" ! 1 #

another, as if the inhabitants were on a train. 1 E t I x r \J-. r~ J * ' ! c l = !{ /r ‘ / : Ej
A man in a costume said, you are in a Georgian room and would be in a Victorian - A\

room. Everything in this room came from that period...

= — . — g - A Fo, YA R B = =1
The Mayor of Norwich in 1539, while living in this hall, added a large oriel :'::ELFK,HEH/EE%%;#Q ~-:E£TT B 7% 7 ﬁﬁ}%*ﬁ“ ( é}s) AR :%D(‘%}\ = la;:f&ﬂzyi,j( Hﬁm@%u
. . . N S BUR'E R L A AR R R TS Al R iR Al A BOHER  TROEREAKRAKE
window. Natural light activated the exhibits and made them look less like display d 2 . — T AR B-EE (L) H*u&wiﬂ,’$ﬁ BEE AR 4 - B - AL o
items. It added an extra element of time to the Hall: the role skylight has become %] = O~ AR e » sy 4 FHRPAE - ZHR - ZRARFS

RIIEURR BT IR R - T A ARERBEHE [2012EfTHRERIFE @ ABUS ERAE ERIE S L
Ko 2B AKEZGRIRERGRLR]  EEWREIERAR] FTEHEHRE mENRE REFOBMREZNH
AL ARKRGE G RTEHELDE - # M~ EREIERENRAT [BB] - —
[T ] WEBRRT - B BASRKLATSRENTE
1R R RS > AR T8 o A - ER I BCH R R L >
A AR i — B R R R R A RIEEA B ER [ - A
—g5 ~ ERNER - EREARS fataMs - REdR ~ REEEEAL
FIRERDANRR TS © BB A RS P I — MEBAREZGOEELAG [
O—L A LI #EEE « ZOZOmLIE T o R B R R AT DU
| AT E I R T R R [ R 58 H AR FR i BERARAN RS ©
PRI R ESE | - MEEL [7] B — AR BREGNE B
DL Zo b ki fF T i R R 5 T — &l o BT EWE ~ TEEEA

more and more important in museums in the past decade.

The day I visited the Strangers' Hall, the sky was high and cheerful. I took photos
on a bridge over River Wensum, near the Art School. The building next to the
bridge darkened into a frame, supporting the willows and little houses further away as
well as their reflections in the water. A tall young man on a bike going through the
bridge gave a bending profile, like a couching mystic animal in front of a cliff: a
modern city in the foreground and a 17th or 18th century painting at the
background. I had been taking photos on that spot. When I reviewed the images, the I
pictures were so postcard—like that several times I decided to delete them. They were
what I had seen in galleries in Paris, Florence, Prague, Leningrad, and Budapest... On
my way to the Strangers' Hall, I took one image and let it live.
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