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A Chocolate Cafe (2

2 # (yeung@harkyeung.com )

Many students tell me that their teachers always ask them to write about
uninteresting topics. They tell me there is nothing to write about.

Once, a student was asked by her teacher to describe a place she had visited and the
student said: it was a normal place, nothing special. I told her: Why didn't you ask your
teacher how she looked at the place herself. Then you could see her point of view.

When I said I wanted to write about Norwich...

With my back on the flint stones in the Guild Hall, recharged by the piece of
chocolate with a whole wine—soaked cherry, I could see buildings from different
centuries standing here and there, like pieces of chocolate with unique fillings on
display.

I felt being in a box of assorted times.

The 900—year—old Castle was in front of me. Behind me was the City Hall, built in
the 1930s. On one side were the Forum, a post—modern architecture, and a modern
shopping mall. A fifteen minutes' walk through a cobbled street with an Elizabethan
pub, I would reach the Norwich Cathedral: its first part was builtin 1097.

I found the interiors of these spaces enchanting. I have visited more than a hundred
places from the Arctic Circle to the equator, and after spending a few days in Norwich,
I heard myselfsaying aloud: [ want to write about this city. And the answers [ got:

1. Go to York, itis more beautiful.

2. There is no modern architecture in Norwich.

3. Are you going to put us in?

4. Norwich is underwritten.

5. Yes, Norwich has a bit of everything put together in a small area. There are better

things elsewhere.
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(continued from last Friday)

Beijing 2008 Olympic Games has shone the history of this international
sports event. Shanghai will also surely add lustre to the 150—year—old
World Expo. However, it is Beijing, Shanghai and the Chinese people
that should feel more grateful. Through hosting the 2008 Olympic
Games, Beijing residents have strengthened their nationalistic sentiments
and civil responsibilities. Everyone has gained the self—awareness to
behave like a good, civilized citizen. Remarkable improvement has been
seen in the city's appearance, public hygiene, traffic order and public
security. Likewise, a recent visitor to Shanghai will find that this city has
remarkably changed — for the better. On streets now such ugly
behaviours would rarely be seen as littering, people making a headlong
rush, quarreling, making noises or clothed improperly. Now people
would wait in lines to get on a bus or a Metro train. Inside a Metro train
people would lower their voice when talking. Taxi drivers would not
forget to remind passengers to take care of their luggage or to say some
pleasantries. Waiters and waitresses in restaurants would no longer places
bowls and dishes carelessly and noisily, and would patiently help clients

to order. Policemen and security personnel on streets would politely

answer visitors' inquiries...
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Shanghai people have long been known as being very astute and
very concerned with face—saving. But today, what Shanghai residents
care about are no longer their own faces or interests. To well host the
World Expo has become a grand goal and grand precondition which
requires everyone to conscientiously cherish the city they live in so as not
to let Shanghai down before the eyes of the whole world but
rather to show the world the civilized, high—quality and modernized
aspects of Shanghai as the leading metropolis and financial hub of the
country. In preparing for the 2010 World Expo, Shanghai citizens have
also strengthened and improved their sense of responsibilities and
self—pride. Communications between the public and government are
also improving. Some residents had to be relocated as their homes were
to be demolished for construction of the 2010 World Expo Garden.
Naturally they would sometimes grumble or complain about the
inconvenience caused by the relocation to their daily life. Nevertheless
they still support Shanghai hosting the World Expo, saying they have "no

objection".

Hosting the 2010 World Expo will enable the world to know
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Shanghai and understand China better. It will also enable Shanghai
citizens and the Chinese people to know the world better and become
better prepared for going to the world arena, as well as to improve their
own lives. Isn't this the highest aim of all activities in international
economiic, cultural or sports exchange? Isn't this the true meaning of the
major theme of the Shanghai 2010 World Expo — "Better city, Better
life"?

Shanghai and Hong Kong are perhaps the two cities in the big
family of China that have the closest ties. In early 1950s, a great number
of Shanghai business people come down to Hong Kong and set up textile
and garment factories, which laid a foundation of Hong Kong's industrial
production in the early stage. Today, the largest and most trendy
shopping malls in Shanghai, like the Grand Gateway, Times Square and
Xintiandi, are built by Hong Kong investors.

The Hong Kong SAR also has built a pavilion in the Shanghai
2010 World Expo Garden. Hong Kong pavilion features with the
application of artificial intelligence (AI) in daily life, which distinguishes
itself from other pavilions.

In upcoming six months, going to visit World Expo in Shanghai
will certainly become a trend in Hong Kong. All major travel agencies
have already begun to arrange group tours. Here we wish the Shanghai
2010 World Expo to open and operate smoothly and successfully. (End)
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WORDS AND USAGE :

(@) Lustre, luster (noun) - The brightness that a shining
surface has; a very special, admirable and attractive quality.

Examples: 1. This polish brings out the lustre of the silver. 2.
The dancing of the princess added lustre to an otherwise
unimpressive performance.

2 Astute (adj.) - Clever and quick to see how to take
advantage of a situation.

Examples: 1. She is a very astute investor. 2. An astute
investor always reads the small print in an advertisement.

@ Let sb down (phrasal verb) - To disappoint somebody by
failing to do what you agreed to do or were expected to do.

Examples: 1. It is important that our decision will not let our
customers down. 2. When he was arrested for drug trafficking,
he really felt he had let down his parents.

(4) Before one's (very) eyes (idiom) - Right in front of
someone; where someone can see something clearly.

Examples: 1. We are now watching climate changes before
our very eyes everyday. 2. Before my very eyes, he took away
my flight ticket and ripped it into pieces.

(5) Arena (noun) — A place or scene where forces contend or
events unfold.

Examples: 1. It is time for our group to enter the political
arena. 2. The South Pacific was a main arena of war during
World War II.
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