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A Different Form of Writing (3)

£ # (yeung@harkyeung.com )

Can you see the open market in your mind by reading this poem? Can you tell the smell

of food and the moods of visitors there? Can you guess a bit about the history of this

English market?

In Hong Kong, the government is trying to rebuild the open market in the Central

district. It is a beautiful market. Have you visited 1t?

The Open Market

Wearing a laurel and a light shawl
Walking  with  the
silhouette

medieval church
Watched by a mid—aged visitor in the sun
Weavers' children touch a coming space

Coftee and coke next to egg and bacon
Chips and fish near roasted hog and beef
Corn and potato made by a beauty
Cream and ice made in the city
Morning market

Mythic moment

Milky mist spreads strangely

Modest dust settles slowly

Shadows on the concrete pavement

t Tt

Shadows on the covered panel

Sky, as in the middle—ages, stays aloof’
Sentimental, smoothing, acting

Enduring scene painted by J.S. Cotman
Endearing, Norwich Market Place, a
water colour

Exhibited in 1807, when the city
Exported fabrics to the Continent

As big? No. As booming? No

Aura there still, and the soul

A newsagent, also offering fairytales, on
the fringe

Announcing City of Culture 2013 finalists
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The Legislative Council (Legco) by—elections have concluded.
The [referendum] farce dished up by the Civic Party and the
League of Social Democrats has ended in failure.

By now [referendum | is not worth mentioning. But for political
reforms, the road ahead is still not smooth. The government's reform
proposals, which will be presented to Legco, won't pass unless it has the
support of two thirds of the lawmakers. If there are still a few
pan—democratic lawmakers who fail to see the situation clearly, then the
17.1% turnout rate in yesterday's Legco by—election should serve as a

['cooler | and useful reminder for them.

Having suffered a bitter defeat yesterday, the Civic Party, League of
Social Democrats and a couple of trouble—making media outlets still put
up a desperate struggle, asserting that 17.1% turnout rate is "not so low".

They even bared their teeth to "warn" the SAR Government and the
pro—establishment camp not to take it that the other 82.9% voters who
did not turn out to vote in the by—elections supported their reform
proposals, claiming that citizens did not vote simply because of the

government "suppression".

Needless to say, the SAR Government and pro—establishment
lawmakers have kept their cool. They would not be so shameless as the
Civic Party and League of Social Democrats to claim that the 500,000
plus voters, who went to cast their votes yesterday out of various
considerations, are all supporters of the "referendum". The government
and pro—establishment lawmakers are also clearly aware that the 82.9%
voters who did not turn out have different views on political reforms

and who may not all agree on the government's proposals. But one
thing is certain and beyond doubt, that is the absolute majority of
citizens and voters do not want to see political reforms die
prematurely again. Instead, they hope the reforms can take a step
forward, even if a small one, towards the goal of universal suffrage.
This wish of the public has

Now the 17.1% turnout rate speaks volumes, as it is said

That would be better than to mark time.
been explicit.
that "silence outweighs noise this time". All pro—democratic lawmakers
should have learned something about the orientation of the popular will.
More importantly, political developments in the SAR have arrived at a
As members of the SAR legislative body, they should

seriously reconsider how to fulfill their constitutional duties and

turning point.
responsibilities to citizens and society.

As a matter of fact, on political developments in the SAR, the
society, legislative body and taxpayers have all paid a high price because
of the Civic Party and League of Social Democrats' perverse acts against
public's will. Antagonism continues in society, with the people divided.
The image and dignity of the legislative body is damaged. Some $150
million of taxpayers' money has been dumped into the sea and can never
be recovered. The good relations and mutual trust between the SAR
and Central Governments have also been hurt. To be frank, people find
it hard to understand and feel outraged that some lawmakers in the SAR
should ever have thought of creating such a "referendum" farce when
(NPC)
already made the commitment that the SAR may have elections of the
Chief Executive in 2017 and of the Legco in 2020 based on universal
suffrage.

the National People's Congress Standing  Committee has

Therefore,

Political

the facts before our eyes are very clear.
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developments in the SAR must move a step forward. The political
reform proposals need to be passed by the Legco. Whether this will be a
success or failure depends on the "merciful thoughts"

If they really have the heart to

flashing through
the minds of pro—democratic lawmakers.
serve  Hong Kong people and society, have the determination,
commitment and courage to push forward political reforms in the SAR,
they should know how to cast their votes on the day the reform

proposals are to be voted upon.

Of course, before the proposals are presented for voting, the SAR
It should

strengthen communications with lawmakers from various parties, and

Government must step up lobbying to solicit support.

give further explanations to the whole society and people in all sectors.
Whether political developments in the SAR can move a step forward, in
the final analysis, the key is in the hands of citizens, though the proposals
need to be passed by Legco. The 17.1% turnout rate this time is evident
that people have fully played their role as the "real boss" ( of society ) .
Debates over political developments have lasted a very long time. Too
much unnecessary political antagonism in the SAR has already affected
stability and harmony in society. Now, political development must be
brought back to the right track of "progressing step by step" as laid down
in the Basic Law.

18 May 2010

WORDS AND USAGE :

(D Dish sth up (phrasal verb) - To produce something.
Examples © 1. She keeps on dishing up the same old jokes
in her shows. 2. The offer is better than anything other

companies can dish up.

(2 Put up sth ( phrasal verb)

hard in a game, a contest, an argument, etc.

- To resist strongly or fight
Examples . 1. The other team didn't put up much of a
fight. 2. She is unlikely to put up much resistance to the idea.

(3 Bare/show one's teeth (idiom) — Act in an angry or
threatening manner. ( Alludes to what an angry wolf or dog
does. )
Examples © 1. The dog bared its teeth and growled. 2. We
thought Tom was meek and mild, but he really showed his

teeth when Henry insulted his girlfriend.

4) Take it (that) (idiom)
something is true, will happen, etc. )

1. You speak Putonghua, I take it 7 2. "I take
1t that you won't be back for lunch," she said as they Ieft.

- Think or suppose ( that

Examples

(5 Turn out ( phrasal verb )
to attend something or to go somewhere. Turnout (noun) -

- To be present at an event >

the number of people who are present at an event.
Examples 1. The whole village turned out to welcome us.
2. Only a small number of voters turned out for the Sunday

Legco by—election.
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