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It is important to learn more words, but it is more Iimportant to
learn how to use them. Some people like to train their word sense by

doing crossword puzzles.

A Different Form of Writing (4)

2 % (yeung@harkyeung.com )

There 1is another way: writing poems. INot only because there are
not so many words to handle, but because the beauty of poems comes
from both the meaning and the form. Choosing the right word is a
funny exercise.

Here [ will put in the history of the street (St. Giles) I am
depicting: who Iived there in the past? What kind of trade took place?

Who is doing business there now?

The Bridge outside the Catholic Cathedral

A bridge outside the Catholic Cathedral
Arcs on red roofs and copper chimneys

A homeless man, drawing a Celtic symbol

A couple hugging on a rainbow

For some reasons, on St. Giles, it's always refreshing

Food aroma, perhaps, the waffle, the croissant

Founder of Norwich Hospital, Rigby, here, once grew cress
Fans of fertility plants and the French Revolution

A gallery display window, like a draft of a novel

An oil depicting a cobbled street at night

A wooden doll, painted shawls, glass beads

Art school graduate of Norwich, the owner said, from Belarus

Finished and unfinished works, a symphony

Full of threads entangled and passion seduced
Flowing down to Willow Lane, from the studio
For a time, local textiles were welcomed in Siberia

N

T (U e
A 3 4% S R 1E 300%

ANk S EREEAEE T 37T
ANERBREERE 170 $0%E
EHEE ST 1270 NHIR S
TR EEFEA o

L EFEEMRES EEmA
F5H33TESGFE2 BN T K
BEES A1 HAF927T > F5H
7HE 12970 > S E—FNRE
K 300% G % 2 T A5 1 L
fER -

T AT HT iR E R R 2R
BESEAENHIA TR - MBAS
& A AR AFEE S - N HAE
R ESSUE R - AT A
TS - EEHAR R - D EIRk
TFEREERAN » BERBALG AT
fN_EIE(E 5 B SRR B T8

ERE - HSHRE—E - 5
Bt — A BRI AT - BRI 5
S BERRE AR B
FEFE - DABR (AP ) 271

R — B R % e = AT R e
LB - A TRFE IR R E
1% o BUERETHIFE TR - il
PR E AR R A A it A B A%
THEHE > KAWL -

e EE AR R ER L
iR BUER T IR ERATHEE
17 GRS A B R AR
IR ARG 5 [ — B > IR i
MBS P EEE S DU RO E R
A EEMANTRA R R E R I
FEAHEAS AT HEETT -
BHEHFEIEE BR

EERE | TR

KT ER

Walking into the office building of the Liaison Office of the
Central People's Government in the Hong Kong SAR vyesterday
morning, Democratic Party Chairman Albert Ho Chun—yan, Vice
Wai—hing and
Man—kwong met and talked with Deputy Director Li Gang for more

Chairwoman Emily Lau lawmaker Cheung
than two hours. The discussions were frank. Each side explained its
position and principles, and there were occasionally arguments
between them. After the meeting, Deputy Director Li Gang and the
three Democratic Party representatives separately held press
conferences to brief the public about their talks. This meeting was a
political "ice breaker" that was hard to come by. The holding of the
meeting and the issues discussed are of significance to the future
evolution and development of Hong Kong's political system and the
political environment. Therefore, this was a development the Hong

Kong public was delighted to see.

The Democratic Party is the "largest party" in the opposition
camp, holding nine seats in the Legislative Council (Legco). The
Democratic Party is a veteran in Hong Kong's political arena. Its
predecessor was the United Democrats of Hong Kong during British
colonial rule before 1997. After its merger with Meeting Point, it
was renamed Democratic Party. For a long time in the past, the
Democratic Party as leader of the opposition camp used to adopt a
considerably radical line and, as such, had been criticized by public
opinion as "anti—China" and "opposition for the sake of
opposition". They, however, had taken "pride" in this approach,
regarding it as the only correct way to "resist the communist party
with democracy" and to "strive for universal suffrage" in Hong Kong.
During that period, the Democratic Party had even severely attacked
other political parties as "surrendering", "trying to ask a tiger for its
hide" or "betraying democracy" and "kowtowing to Beijing", when
the latter took a pragmatic, "criticism plus dialogue" approach
towards Beijing and the SAR Government.

This was because the ideas of the Democratic Party at that time
were very out of date, based on the "Cold War thinking". It had
also over—estimated its power and misjudged the situation after Hong
Kong's return to the Motherland, believing that being "radical" and
"in opposition" to be the short—cut to attaining a certain goal.
However, following such a line invariably brought them up against a
brick wall and loss of popular support. The road of "opposition for
opposition's sake" taken by the Democratic Party became increasingly
narrower. Having learned lessons one after another, they have
"awakened" and become "practical". In regards to the political
reforms for the 2012 elections, they began to adjust their position,
taking the "moderate" road to sharply demarcate themselves from the
illegal and wunconstitutional "referendum in five geographical
constituencies". Refusing to take part in any of the activities related
to the campaign, the Democratic Party, instead, formed the Alliance
for Universal Suffrage with other members of the opposition camp,
quite pro—actively sought to communicate with the SAR and Central
governments on political reforms. As a result, they are regarded as
the "moderate faction" in the opposition camp or "the moderate

opposition".

Such a change of position is affirmed and welcomed by the
Central and SAR Governments and mainstream public opinion in
Hong Kong. In fact, the Central and SAR Governments always

approve of and welcome communication and exchange of views —
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on the basis of the Basic Law and within the framework of the
establishment — with people from various sectors, political parties and
organizations in Hong Kong on issues related to political
development in the SAR. In this way all useful ideas can be
absorbed, collective wisdom drawn, consensus reached and differences
narrowed, so as to promote the steady progress of political
development in Hong Kong to eventually attain the ultimate goal of
electing the Chief Executive and Legco by universal suffrage as set
out in the Basic Law. The "referendum in five geographical
constituencies" launched by the Civic Party and the League of Social
Democrats is illegal and unconstitutional. By doing so they
abandoned the framework of the rule of law and violated principles
of the Basic Law, carrying on "anarchist" and "unlawful" activities
outside the established system. Such malpractice is completely
undesirable. As it was not led by the Civic Party and the League of
Social Democrats this time, the Democratic Party has thus taken a

correct step towards rational communication.

However, the change in approach does not mean the Democratic
Party has changed its stance on political reforms in Hong Kong. Nor
does it mean they can really see clearly the road Hong Kong should
take in political reforms on the way to universal suffrage, and really
know how to face up to realities and start from Hong Kong's actual
circumstances. They are still deeply mired in misconceptions formed
in past years, as seen from some of the viewpoints they have insisted
upon during their talks with Deputy Director Li Gang. They still
want to have the result of a "one—sided victory". They don't know
that a "one—sided victory" means "loss—loss". Moderate as they may

become, they still lack wisdom.

25 May 2010

WORDS AND USAGE:

(1) Brief (verb) — To give someone instructions or preparatory
information.

Examples: 1. We have already been briefed about what the
job would entail. 2. The President was briefed about progress
in the negotiations.

(2 Come by sth (phrasal verb) - To manage to get
something, to receive something by chance.

Examples: 1. For fresh university graduates, jobs are hard to
come by these days. 2. Information about the company was
not easy to come by.

(@ For the sake of sth, for sth's sake (idiom) - Because
of, or for the purpose of something.

Examples: 1. You are only arguing for the sake of argument.
2. He bought a house in the countryside for the sake of his
wife's health.

(4) Take pride in sth/sb (idiom) - To feel proud about
something or somebody.

Examples: 1. If you don't take professional pride in your
work, you are probably in the wrong job. 2. She takes great
pride in her son.

(5 Out of date (idiom) - Not modern; not including the
latest information.

Examples: 1. This map is out of date. 2. I'm afraid you've

been using an out—of—date catalogue.
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