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French cakes &

There is a cake shop in London Soho selling French
cakes. It is a chain shop which has many branches in
different parts of London. The Soho shop is famous
because of the atmosphere there. I visited another shop
of the same chain while living in London, but it was not
50 attractive.

When I worked in London Soho, I used to walk pass
the shop and looked at the cakes. Everyday, it showed
very good looking items on the display window. The
colours of those cakes were fascinating because there
were all sorts of little fruit on them. Sometimes I
wondered they were made for the eyes rather than made
for the mouth.

[ did not buy them very often. I was, and still am, very
careful about eating anything sweet. I met a nurse during
a work camp in Europe and he told me that in the
hospital where he was working, most of the patients had
problems because they had too much sugar. He was from
Germany, West Germany at that time. He said he did not
know why people could not stop consuming food with a
lot of sugar. After that, I took much less sugar when I

Austrian cakes

Hark Yeung ( yeung@harkyeung.com )

drank coffee. Now [ drink only black coftee without
sugar.

Another reason why I did not buy from that shop was
that there was another shop nearby in Soho selling much
lighter cakes with less sugar and cream. I asked the owner
where he came from. He said Vienna. But his shop sold
French style cakes. I asked him why he did not tell
people that he made Austrian cakes.

'People here don't know that Austrian cakes are good,'
he said.

It was not surprising. France is much closer to London
and many people there have visited Paris. Even in Hong
Kong, not many people talk about Austrian food. I once
asked an Austrian living in Hong Kong the reason why.
He said, 'Austria does not produce a lot of food for
export.'

When I visited London Soho again last year, T went to
the Austrian's shop. His cakes were not as good as those
in my memory. Perhaps because there are many good
cake shopsin Hong Kong and I have had, in these years, a
lot of good cakes.
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Fourteen crew members of a Chinese fishing ship illegally detained by Japan
Coast Guard have returned to Fuzhou. The ship has also begun to sail home.

It is somewhat of a relief that the ship and its 14 crew members, detained by Japan
for days, can eventually arrive home safely. Families of the crew members are
especially happy. However, the release of the 14 crew members and the ship does
not change the nature of the incident which is that it is illegal for the Japanese to
detain Chinese nationals and a Chinese ship in Chinese territorial waters.
Moreover, had our government not taken a firm stand and made seven
diplomatic representations in six days to the Japanese side, had non—governmental
organisations and activists in defence of Diaoyu Island not voiced their anger in
unison, the Japanese side might have remained arrogant or even become more

provocative.

Now the Japanese side had to let the 14 crew members and the ship return home,
because there was no legal basis to detain them and because Japan realized it would
be unwise to offend the Chinese public. This does not mean the Japanese side did
this willingly and on its own initiative. Nor does the release justify the

detentions.

What is really at the heart of the matter is that while the 14 crew members
and the ship were released to return home, the most important and the key figure in
the incident, Captain Zhan Qixiong, is still being detained by the Japanese and
being illegally tried. It is common knowledge that in any maritime safety or
maritime activity, the captain is the plenipotentiary of his ship, the shipping
company and his crew, and in an armed conflict or war, the representative of the
sovereign state of his ship. In an incident or conflict, one side involved can simply
detain the captain and let the ship and other crew members leave. In this way it can
continue to pursue the case in accordance with the law, while the other side cannot
stand idle. So Japan's release of the other crew members and the ship while keeping
the captain under detention is nothing but an attempt to cast a mist before others'
eyes in an attempt to cheat the international community and public opinion. But
our side certainly won't be taken in so easily!

Regardless of any tricks the Japanese side may continue to play, our Foreign
Ministry spokesperson Jiang Yu yesterday reiterated that Japan's detention of the
captain of the Chinese ship is illegal, and urged Japan to release him immediately.
The whole Chinese people including the returned 14 crew members have only one
thing to say to Japan: release Captain Zhan Qixiong immediately.

As a matter of fact, even if the Japanese side insists on its illegal detention of Zhan
Qixiong, brings him to trial and even imposes a sentence on him, its plot can never
succeed. According to a report on a Japanese news website, Zhan has insisted on
two points during his trial. One is that the Diaoyu Islands are Chinese territories
since ancient times where Chinese fishermen have been fishing for many, many
generations. The second is, on that day it was the (Japanese) warship which hit the
(Chinese) fishing ship, and not vice versa. His defence refutes the two charges that
his ship was illegally fishing in Japanese waters and that his ship was obstructing
Japanese officers on duty.

It is evident that this Captain Zhan Qixing has not been scared off by Japanese
warship or court. Instead, in his capacity as an ordinary Chinese person and

fisherman and with his knowledge of such a person, he has spoken out the
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irrefutable facts that the Diaoyu Islands have belonged to China since time
immemorial, and that it is impossible for a fishing ship to ram into a warship. That's
all and nothing else! The insistence of Japanese officials concerned to bring Zhan
Qixiong to trial and to impose a sentence on him would only serve as evidence that
their knowledge and moral courage are even lower than those of an ordinary
Chinese fisherman. The Chinese government and people will never accept such an

illegal trial and ruling.

As many Chinese people and public opinion have pointed out, it is very
important and timely for the Chinese fishery administration ships to sail to the
waters near the Diaoyu Islands to maintain order and ensure the safety of our
fishermen fishing in the area. For a long time, the government of our country has
taken an attitude of making concessions to avoid trouble, on the ground that
"regarding neighbours as friends and staying on good terms with them". But our
forbearance must not be taken as weakness, and our goodwill does not mean that
we are to be bullied. On such issues of principle such as safeguarding the integrity of
our sovereign territories and protecting lives and property of our nationals, the
Chinese government cannot and will not make any concessions. Today, if the
Chinese government were to call out: "Let's defend Diaoyu Islands", the whole
nation will give its full support. It is out of consideration for the overall interests of

Sino—Japanese relations that the Chinese government has kept its restraint.

About a week from now, it will be the Moon Festival, a traditional Chinese
festival for family reunion. If Zhan Qixiong cannot return to his home in Fuzhou to
reunite with his family on the night of the full moon, the Japanese side will be held
14 September 2010

responsible for all consequences thereafter.

WORDS AND USAGE :

(1) Take a firm stand/line (on/against sth) (idiom) - Be emphatic or
resolute and refuse to budge.

Examples: 1. We must take a firm line on tobacco advertising. 2. They
took a firm stand against drugs in the school.

(2)In unison (idiom) - Together; at the same time.

Examples: 1. Try to sing in union, if you can. 2. Various government
departments are now working in unison to thoroughly investigate this
incident.

(3 On one's own initiative (idiom)— Without prompting or
direction from others; on one's own.

Examples: 1. Did you ask him to organise the meeting, or was it on his
own initiative? 2. He resigned on his own initiative, not asked by his boss.
(@ The heart/crux/root of the matter (idiom) - The central issue
of the matter.

Examples: It's about time we get to the heart of the matter. 2. All right,
this is the crux of the matter.

(5 Take (sb) in (phrasal verb) - To cause someone to believe
something that is not true; to trick or deceive someone. (In this meaning,
this phrase is often used in the passive.)

Examples: 1. I can't believe she was completely taken in by his story. 2.
How could I have been taken in by his charm?
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