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Even the colour of a Chinese dress carries
symbolic meanings. On the occasion of a birthday
party for a newborn baby, perhaps the best colour
is light pink. If it is the birthday party for a
grandma, it should be purple red — the so—called
imperial colour of the old dynasties. If the occasion
is a wedding banquet, it can be more flexible. The
bride will wear red, so will be the mother—in—law.
For the guests, it will be better if they choose other
colours. Then the banquet will be a jolly one.

Once I went to a birthday party of a
one—hundred—year—old  Chinese calligrapher.
One of his favorite students made a Chinese dress
for that occasion. It was pink, but with a silver
tone. As the dress was new, the silver tone was very
bright. I am sure if the dress is washed or
dry—cleaned, the silver tone will disappear.

That is also the reason why, in many cases, a
Chinese dress is good only for one occasion. After
that, it will probably stay in the wardrobe and

How to make a» Chinese dress (4)

Hark Yeung ( yeung@harkyeung.com )

become a collector's item and will no longer be
WOrn again.

Over the last two years, during the financial
crisis, there was a piece of news about the clothes
of the royal family in the UK. It was reported that a
member of the royal family wore 'recycled' clothes
to a wedding banquet. The special term means that
the particular piece of clothing has appeared in
public once before. The journalists even managed
to dig out the old photos and placed it side by side
with the new one, showing the same dress.

It is the unwritten tradition for the members of
the royal family, especially the women like the
Queen and the princesses, to have new clothes on
for public occasions because they are regarded as
promoters of fashions. The royal family is not in
lack of money for new clothes. But at a time of
financial crisis, the UK government is getting so
poor that even the royal family has to send a signal

to the public that it is necessary to save money.
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The Philippine Government yesterday published its report on the investigation
into the August 23 incident in which Hong Kong tourists were held hostage and
killed by a gunman at the Jose Rizal Park in Manila.

Before making an evaluation of this report, one must not forget that in the
incident the gunman Rolando Mendoza got on a tourist bus of Hong Kong's Hong
Thai Travel Services Ltd and held hostage 22 Hong Kong tourists on board,
demanding his re-instatement by the Ombudsman and the police authorities.
In the end eight innocent Hong Kong citizens were shot to death while several
others were seriously injured. Even now, as the (Philippine Government's)
investigation report is finally released, Jason Leung Chung Hok, a 17—year—old
Hong Kong youth still remains in a coma in a hospital. His mother, Mrs. Leung, lost
her husband and two daughters in this tragic incident.

Since the incident, the SAR Government, families of the hostages and Hong
Kong people in general have been demanding that the Philippines Government
conduct a fair and sincere investigation to find out what caused the incident and
who should be held responsible, and punish those who neglected their duties, so as
to do justice to the victims and to prevent such an incident from happening again.

Under such circumstances, it may be said that the investigation report released by
the Philippine Government yesterday can neither clear up doubts nor let the dead
rest in peace. For, whatever punishments the report has handed out are merely
"administrative penalties" or "administrative charges" pending decisions by
relevant authorities. In other words, no one needs to face criminal charges for the

death of eight people.

How can such an investigation report be convincing and acceptable?
Even lawyer Roan Libarios of the Integrated Bar of the Philippines (IBP), in an
interview with media yesterday, said: "The conclusion is that we are not convinced

by the outcome of the review process, but we respect the decision of the President."

As a matter of fact, the independent Incident Investigation and Review
Committee (IIRC) set up after the incident earlier had already handed over a report
which held 13 officials responsible for the incident and recommended they be
prosecuted in accordance with the law. But the publication of this report was later
postponed because Philippine President Benigno Aquino wanted to "consult" his
legal advisers. Now the result of his "consultation" is that all 13 officials are to be
spared criminal prosecution and only four police officers would face "administrative

charges". But "administrative charges" are not criminal or legal charges.

The most obviously retrogressive step in the released investigation report is the
way it deals with Manila Mayor Alfredo Lim and Deputy Ombudsman Emilio
Gonzales. These two are "key" figures in the incident. The former ordered the
arrest of Rolando Mendoza's brother, the act which really drove the gunman crazy
and to begin shooting the hostages. And, at a crucial moment when human lives
were under threat, the latter demanded money from the gunman as a condition for
considering his reinstatement, which completely dashed all hopes for Mendoza
who then began to kill. In the original report of the IIRC, the conclusion on
Alfredo Lim was that he, as the commander of on—the—spot negotiations and
strategic operations during the incident, had committed many mistakes — such as

not setting up a crisis management committee in time, illegally issuing an order to
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arrest the gunman's brother, leaving his command post for dinner at a critical
moment*** All such detailed, serious accusations were deleted from the report
released yesterday save one sentence: "negligence and improper act in carrying out
his duty" and, as such, he would only face administrative sanctions pending a
decision by the Ministry of Internal Affairs. Likewise, the Deputy Ombudsman
who is accustomed to asking for bribes is only criticised in the report for being
"seriously inefficient" and for a "seriously improper act" under the anti—graft law,
and is subject to administrative sanctions pending a decision by the House of
Representatives. That's all.

The report criticised the TV and radio stations for making a live broadcast of the
incident, but only demanded that the Philippine Broadcast Association conduct an
investigation and decide whether they had violated the moral code. In contrast, the
IIRC originally recommended prosecuting the concerned media for obstructing

law enforcement.

The report says it hopes its release will put an end to the hostage incident. But can
such an ambiguous, unfair report of the investigation really "put an end" to people's
doubt and worry about the Philippines' law enforcement capability and travel safety
in the country?
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WORDS AND USAGE :

(1) On board (idiom) - On orin a ship, bus or airplane, etc; working
with someone.
Examples: 1. Is there a doctor on board? Someone is ill here. 2.

Welcome to the company, Tom. We're glad you are on board now.

(2) Reinstatement (noun) - When someone is given back his job or
when something exists again. (Derived from the verb reinstate: to given
someone back his previous job or position, or to cause something to exist
again.)

Examples: 1. The union demands the immediate reinstatement of all

sacked workers. 2. Reinstatement of the tax would be a disaster.

(3 Do justice to sh/sth (idiom) - To treat someone or something in
a way that is fair and show their true qualities.
Examples: 1. To do him justice, we must say his intentions were good.

2. Sally did justice to our side in the contract negotiations.

(@) Clear sth up (phrasal verb) - To solve a problem; to find an
explanation for something.

Examples: 1. I'm glad we have cleared up that misunderstanding. 2.
They never cleared up the mystery of the missing money.

(5 Pending (prep) - Used to say that one thing must wait until another
thing happens.

Examples: 1. The identity of the four people was not made public,
pending the identification by relatives. 2. Flights were suspended

pending an investigation into the crash.
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