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More about Cheongsam

Cheongsam ( % #2 ) was originally an outdoors
wear designed for horse—riding. The inventors of it
were nomads who were "chasing water and grass to
make a living" (FZ/KEL JE ) around the Central
Kingdom. Those nomads were strong and tough.
Naturally, they had to keep themselves warm in cold
days.

The costume developed by them was a long gown
with opening on both sides, for mounting onto the
horseback and riding comfortably. A pair of trousers
were worn inside. The upper part of the gown was
designed in a way that one would have better
protection while falling oft the horse by accident.
Thus, the buttons, made of soft fabrics, were on the
side.

Those nomads of the north succeeded in becoming
the master of the Central Kingdom and found the
Qing Dynasty (1§ 5 ). After they moved into the
central part of China, they started a more settled life,

Hark Yeung ( yeung@harkyeung.com )

and their costumes became more decorative.

As the Qing Dynasty came to an end, Cheongsam
for women, also known as Qipao(ﬁﬁ%@ ), became a
product of fashion.

The high openings on both sides were still there,
but the garment was no longer accompanied by a
pair of trousers, thus showing the legs and thighs of
those who wore it. The lower part of it became
tighter, as there were no horses to ride. And the
upper part, with no buttons in the front, was
specially shaped to fit the body.

Women wearing Cheongsam were usually on high
heels and they walked like models on cat—walks.
People watching behind them probably would be
amazed to see their movements highlighted by the
tight gowns.

The collars, stiff and round, were designed to draw
the attention to the neck and to show the art of the

tailor.
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Chief Executive Donald Tsang Yam—kuen yesterday delivered his sixth policy
address, entitled Sharing Prosperity for A Caring Society.

This is a good policy address in that it dedicatedly, energetically and properly
attends to major problems and major public concerns in Hong Kong society.
In the past, some policy addresses were short of their own characteristics and
aimed at tackling no specific issues. As such, each could have been delivered in
one year and literally repeated in the following year. The title of this year's policy
address, Sharing Prosperity for A Caring Society, may look quite "rustic", but its
content is absolutely not "rustic" but rather creative. More importantly, it has
taken into consideration of current social concerns and public opinions to
propose feasible solutions and measures. In this way, it has truly followed the

ideals of "governance for the people" and "advancing with the times".

In today's Hong Kong society, housing is a major concern of a large majority of
people. Many members of the middle class and "post—1980s generation" are full
of grievance for unable to buying housing. Some individuals seize the
opportunity to instigate "hatred of officials" and "hatred of the rich". In today's
Hong Kong society, what is the most unnerving is the widening of the wealth
gap. The poor becomes poorer and the rich richer. Social mobility becomes
increasingly horizontal. Senior citizens are worried they cannot have a place to
rest in peace after death... It is glad to see that the policy address the CE delivered
yesterday is explicitly dedicated to tackling these two major issues concerning
people's livelihood. Even if it cannot solve all problems at once, at least it shows
that the government "thinks what people think and cares what people care", and
that the CE and SAR Government really want to do some good and practical
things for people.

In regard to these two issues concerning people's livelihood, the policy
address respectively proposes the launch of My Home Purchase Plan to help the
middle class and the establishment of a $10 billion Community Care Fund to help
the grassroots, with the government and business sector contributing $5 billion

each. Accordingly, it also proposes a series of supporting measures.

The effectiveness of these two measures will have to be seen in practice. But the
government's ideals behind these measures are clear, its judgments being correct
and decisions practical and feasible. Taking the launch of the My Home Purchase
Plan for example, the government has made it clear that its housing policy is based
on three principles: the first is to help the low—income people by providing
public rental housing (PRH), the second to minimise government intervention
in the property market and the third to ensure sufficient land supply. Following
such principles and ideals, long—, mid— and short—term measures are proposed.
The long—term measure is to increase land supply, the mid—term measure is to
launch the My Home Purchase Plan and the short—term measure it to eradicate
the problem of "shrunken flats" and regulate the sale of first—hand flats by using
saleable floor area as the only basis for listing the price per square foot. Still taking
My Home Purchase Plan as an example, how come the CE's policy address could
propose such a creative and practical scheme? It has taken a process of "scientific

decision making".
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: A geod! pelicy address
withi ideals) andl commitments;

On the issue about the "post—1980s generation" being unable to afford owning
their own flats, there have been different opinions. Some people have insisted
that the government should help the middle—class and the "post—1980s
generation" buy housing. Others have opposed using public funds to help them
buying housing, pointing out that buying housing is a personal matter and "your
fathers" and "your grandfathers" had also to rely on their own to own property.
Still others have even questioned whether the government intends to "openly
benefit" property developers with officials colluding with business people?...
Therefore, the Transport and Housing Bureau has held public consultations and
forums to listen to various opinions from lawmakers from various political parties,
professionals and citizens from various sectors. After careful considerations and
studies, it has finally worked out this My Home Purchase Plan which emphasises
on personal responsibility and commitment with limited support from the
government. An eligible person can buy a flat he has rented for five years,
receiving a subsidy equivalent to half of the net rental he has paid during the
tenancy period and use it for part of the down payment. This is indeed an

excellent idea.

Those who govern must "think what people think". People in all sectors are in
the same boat and must help each other. The poor and the rich can "share
prosperity". We hope this policy address, which has been worked out after truly
listening to public opinions and careful considerations, can play a positive role in
safeguarding prosperity and stability to help the building of a harmonious society.

14 October 2010

WORDS AND USAGE :

(1) Attend to sth/sb (phrasal verb) - To deal with something or help
someone ( JEFH ; MK} )

Examples: 1. I have some urgent business to attend to. 2. Doctors tried
to attend to the worst injured first.
(2) Be/run short of sth (idiom) — Not having enough of something

(frZ)

Examples: 1. I'm a bit short of money at the moment. 2. They are
running short of food.
(3 Rustic (adj) - Typical of the countryside; simple and rough
compared to (that of) the town (fRE » L RET )

Examples: 1. She looks very rustic in those big boots. 2. The house has
a certain rustic charm.
(@ Atonce (idiom) - Immediately (&L —TFF)

Examples: 1. I must ask you to leave this building at once. 2. I knew at
once that I'd like it here.
(5 In/with regard to (idiom) - In respect of: concerning ( {2+
EURRIIED)

Examples: 1. In regard to the test tomorrow, it is postponed. 2. I am

writing to you with regard to your letter dated 15 March.
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