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WIn-WIN, WE
HEED T DO
SOME SHOPPING,

AN EMAIL: Deor Dad Mo said the
computer’s furning me into u. Why?
AND HIS REPLY: She likes ./

A QUESTION: [s that
the reason why Lrre oot
living with s ?
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Chinese restaurant

If you go to a Chinese restaurant in Hong Kong
in the morning, you will understand what I mean.
You will be served a pot, not a cup, of tea. And the
pot will be refilled and refilled. Drinking two or
more pots of tea with food as breakfast in the
morning is a common way to pass time and to start
the day ahead.

One of the restaurants I go quite often in Hong
Kong has calligraphy of poems of the Tang
Dynasty ( JHE ) (around 618—907 AD) hanged
on the wall. T always read the poems carefully
while drinking tea and listening to the analyses and
predictions of those people talking aloud about the
performance of the stock markets around the

world.

Can't you see the Yellow River coming from the
sky
Flowing towards the sea but never going back

Can't you see your hair whiting sadly in the mirror

Hark Yeung ( yeung@harkyeung.com )

Charming as silk at dawn and turning silver in the

evening

Don't stay just on the surface of a good time, go
deep into it

Don't let the golden bottles stay empty under the
moon

I happen to be in this world and I am sure I have
something to offer with my talents
If all my money is gone, it's OK, money will

come again

Five—colour horses

Fine clothes

Tell the boy to exchange them for good wine
Tell the sadness of the millennium to get lost

(A Drinking Song/f’ﬁjﬁ@, by Li Bai 22 of the
Tang Dynasty, translated by Hark Yeung)

BEERLE  RHX

KT ER

“O—OFEt+HAIZ+AhBE EH#A Takungpao .

The third Forum on Human Rights, sponsored by China Society for Human
Rights Studies, is held in Beijing. Nearly 100 experts and officials from 28
countries and regions as well as international organisations including the United
Nations (UN) attend this forum on the theme of "Human Rights and

Development".

Above all, the holding of the forum is perhaps a big surprise for some people.

For, they have already distorted the concept of human rights and become
accustomed to making any judgment with their own views and values, so much so
that they have never thought China would dare to talk about human rights. But in
fact, not only is China not afraid of talking about human right, but it can talk about
human rights with great confidence. This is because the situation of human rights

in China is progressing day by day, so there is nothing for China to hide or evade.

Each and every one of the Chinese experts and officials attending the
forum talks about the great improvement of people's livelihood in past 30 years of
reform and opening up, pointing out that this is unquestionable evidence of

progress of human rights in China.

It can be expected that such argument of the Chinese human rights experts
can hardly be acceptable to Western human rights organisations. As a matter of fact,
some extremists have already distorted the Chinese view, that the most fundamental
of human rights is above all else the right to subsistence, as (advocating) "living
things' rights" or "animal rights".

Let Western human rights activists continue to curse if they want to. For the
1.3 billion Chinese people, whatever malicious remarks or beautiful coating cannot

change the fact that their living conditions have improved tremendously.

As many Chinese and foreign experts point out at the Beijing Forum on
Human Rights, there is no single definition of human rights. Whether the situation
of human rights in a country is good or bad can only be measured vertically in view
of its own history, instead of simply making a horizontal comparison with other

countries.

On this, the officer in charge of Asia affairs for the UN Office of High
Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR), Laurent, said in his speech that
vertically viewed from its history, it was undeniable that China had made
astonishing progress in protection of its citizens' rights to subsistence and
development. Another speaker, Anders Kompass, Director of the Field Operations
and Technical Cooperation Division, OHCHR, more explicitly pointed out that
China's most striking achievement in human rights was that it had helped several
hundred million people get rid of poverty and get enough to wear and eat.

Therefore, in the face of the big stick of human rights waved by Western
human rights organisations and a few anti—China politicians, China must
unswervingly uphold that developing the economy and improving people's
livelihood is the most fundamental and most important of human rights in today's
China. In past 30 years of reform and opening up, the situation of human rights in
China has kept improving, which is a remarkable achievement. The communiqué
of the just—closed Fifth Plenum of the 17th Central Committee of the Communist
Party of China (CPC) clearly points out that, while continuing to strive for
economic development, China will more strongly empasise on "People First", on

protection and improvement of people's livelihood and on promotion of social

-

uman) rights; in) China
affiimed| by fereign expertsi

fairness and justice. This is China's latest "Declaration of Human Rights".

Needless to say, the situation of human rights in China is by no means perfect.
As pointed out at the forum by Luo Haocai, the president of China Society for
Human Rights Studies, the phenomenon of the poor becoming poorer while the
rich richer goes against human rights requirements, and the fact that the absolute
majority of people cannot enjoy the fruits of "development" is not in keeping with
protection of human rights. How to narrow the widening wealth gap, how to solve
the problem of workers being underpaid, how to improve the social security
system, and how to prevent some social groups from being marginalised in the
process of development, these are imminent issues that ought to be dealt with in

future advancement of human rights in China.

How China's human rights will advance in future and whether the situation of
human rights in China is good or bad, these questions can only be answered by the
master of the country — the Chinese people. It can be certain that the absolute
majority of ordinary Chinese people will agree that human rights is not an abstract
political ideal, nor is it simply equal to freedom of speech or expression. Human
rights are foremost the rights to subsistence and dignity, which cannot be separated
from national dignity. Only when the nation becomes prosperous and strong, only
when people's livelihood is improved, can such rights be fundamentally protected
and promoted. Western human rights activists awarded the "Nobel Peace Prize" to
Liu Xiaobo on the excuse of human rights. However, it is China's national dignity
and Chinese people's dignity that have been hurt badly by such a "prize". What this
prize has brought to Chinese people is not human rights but humiliation.

21 October 2010

WORDS AND USAGE :

(1) Above all (else) (idiom) - Especially; most importantly. =
Rl EERE)

Examples: 1. Above all, he is a first—rate physicist. 2, He missed his
family above all else.

(2)Day by day (idiom) - Every day; more and more as each day passes.

(—KFKH)

Examples: 1. Day by day he seems to grow a little stronger. 2. The
situation is improving day by day.
(3 Each and every (idiom) - Each without exception — used for
emphasis. (B (&) - 240 W 5 - FHEEHEE - )

Examples: 1. Do not leave without checking each and every door to
make sure it is locked. 2. Each and every one of the flowers has its own
colour and smell.

(4) Subsistence (noun) - the condition of remaining in existence.

(447 o)

Examples: 1. They depended on hunting and fishing for subsistence. 2.
The money is intended to provide a basic subsistence and should not be
paid to someone who receives other income.

(5 Get rid of sb/sth (idiom) - Make yourself free of someone or
something that is annoying you or that you don't want; throw something
away. (s > Bidst)

Examples: 1. It is difficult to get rid of insects. 2. I can't get rid of this
headache.
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