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ACCORDING TO A
DICTIONARY, ITS A
TROUBLESOME PEST |
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AND HER MOM CALLS HER
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Walking in Nature(l)

I once joined a fundraising event of Oxfam HK :
the Trail Walk ( HFH#SEE & 3R{TE ) Itis an
annual occasion which is so popular that a 'lucky
draw' system is introduced to decide who can
participate officially for the 100 km journey.

I found many unregistered participants, like me,
taking advantage of the company of the hundreds
of walkers and the facilities, like water, offered by
the organiser.

I started at noon. At about 8 pm, I was exhausted
and decided to drop out. I walked for an hour
through a country park to take a minibus back to
the city. For about 45 minutes, I walked alone in
the dark, with a small torch.

I remembered the first time I got to know
Nature: in a work camp in 1990, in the former East
Germany while renovating an old house in a forest.
It was a work camp after the political transformation.
It created an opportunity for young people to
gather together and think about their history.

Participants of the work camp stayed in a youth
hostel near the forest. One Sunday, we were
offered a party at the home of the camp leader in a
nearby city. At about 8pm [ was too tired to party
on: physical work in the forest was nice but

demanding.

Hark Yeung ( yeung@harkyeung.com )

The camp leader told me how to get a bus back
to the hostel. I had been travelling alone in Eastern
and Western Europe for nearly a year and thought
it alright to go by myself. East Germany at that
time appeared to be safe enough.

What I overlooked was Nature. Getting off the
bus, there was no light and I was alone in the
wilderness.

The hostel was about 20 minutes' walk from the
main road and the path was enchanting during the
day. Standing still for a while, I tried to rely on my
sense. To my surprise, my legs carried me to the
hostel.

In 1996, I took a trip to Northwest Greenland,
the territory beyond the Arctic Circle ( It
), alone for three months. I was in a way
encouraged by my 1997 logic: no one knew what
would happen after the handover, so one should
do whatever one desired.

There was a strong desire in me to stay in a place
where time would go slowly. Somehow some
senses in me had got lost and needed to be found.
That could be something primitive, even
mysterious. Eventually I took the trip to Greenland

and rediscovered Nature.
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The slogan "Change!", that had enabled Barack Obama to enter and host the
White House, now seems to have lost its momentum and attraction to Obama and
his Democratic Party. Nevertheless "Change" has been witnessed in the mid—term
election of the US Congress. The mid—term election, that has been raising a big
fuss, now comes to an end at last. The results are well within expectations. The
ruling Democratic Party suffered a big setback in the election, losing its control of
the House and just managed to keep a marginal majority in the Senate. The reality
of a split Congress not only deals a heavy blow to the Democratic Party but also

serves a bad omen for the Obama's attempt for re—election as US president.

As for the Chinese people, they are more concerned with the impact of the
results of the mid—term election on the complicated and often puzzling Sino—US
relations. In quite a long period of time during the mid—term election, some
American politicians had consistently held China responsible for economic
problems in their own country, blaming China's exports and the exchange rate of
renminbi (RMB) for the huge deficit and constantly high unemployment rate in
the US. In this way they attempted to divert public attention so as to ride out their
mid—term election predicament. This has intensified trade friction between China
and the United States, resulting in upheavals in their relations.

In the run—up to the election, many analyses had already pointed out that the
results of the election - whatever they might be - could hardly bring any big
change to Sino—US relations. For, Sino—US relations are built on the basis of
mutual benefits and interests, and the process of the development of Sino—US
relations in fact is one in which their interests are being adjusted and tested.
Determined by such a nature, Sino—US relations will hardly undertake any big
change due to the struggle between the Democratic Donkey and Republic
Elephant. Nor will there be a qualitative adjustment in Sino—US relations because
of the results of the mid—term election. With the mid—term election coming to an
end, the "hot topic of China" as election rhetoric will gradually cool down, and

Sino—US relations will tend to become more rational and practical.

Right now, the US economy has yet to walk out of the shadow of the
economic and financial crisis. The steps of its economic recovery are heavy and
Washington has to continue launching the quantitative easing (QE) monetary
policy one around after another. In Asia, China is leading the way to economic
recovery. Such a big contrast is evidence that China is indispensable for the United
States.

Needless to say, China and the United State have common interests not only
in economy but also in international relations. However, for a long period of time,
Sino—US relations have had to make advancement through hardships and
difficulties out of conflicts and frictions. In recent times, in particular, the US is
speeding up its "comeback to Asia" in an attempt to become the leader of Asia. It
has been making a fuss over the incident of the sinking of The Cheonan (a South
Korean navy ship), the South China Sea issue and, lately, the dispute between
China and Japan over the sovereignty of the Daioyu Islands, in an attempt to
contain China and to impede China's rise. All this has further complicated the

development of relations between the two countries.

China's rise and the US's eftorts to safeguard its status as the "Big Brother" of
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the world do not irreconcilably contradict each other. The two countries can
absolutely find some way for coexistence. China's rise does not threat the US and
its allies. Instead, because of the foreseeable good tendency of China's economic
development and the elevation of China's international status, China's rise can
surely make a dramatic impact on and stimulate the US economy and the world

economy, and make greater contributions to peace in the world and the region.

This also provides a foundation of common interests for Sino—US relations.

The setback of the Democratic Party in the mid—term election is a
manifestation of US public's urgent demands for economic recovery and
improvement of people's livelihood. The US absolutely cannot overlook the
importance of Sino—US relations, as China is its important trade partner and the
holder of the largest amount of US treasury bonds. Sino—US cooperation is not a
zero—sum game. Instead the development of Sino—US relations is an inevitable
trend. How to improve and advance Sino—US relations is a problem the Obama
administration must deal with seriously after the mid—term election. China and the
United States must foster sincere cooperation and pull together to promote the
construction of an overall cooperative relationship in the 21st century. This is in
favour of the development of both countries, and in favour of the development of
the world as well.

04 November 2010

WORDS AND USAGE :

(1) Fuss (noun) - A show of excitement, annoyance, anxiety or
dissatisfaction, ususlly one which is greater than the situation deserves.

(MR KBV )

Examples: 1. It is all a fuss about nothing. ( /|NEAM » EFAETE)
2. She made such a big fuss when Tom spilt a drop of wine on her dress.
(2) Ride sth out (phrasal verb) - To manage to survive a difficult
period or situation. ( 2V (R ) )

Examples: 1. Do you think we can ride out this latest crisis? 2. Many
companies did not manage to ride out the recession.

(3 Result in sth (phrasal verb) - To make something happen. ( 3&
Ji& - HEH)

Examples: 1. The accident resulted in three deaths. 2. The experiment
resulted in the discovery of a cure for cancer.

(@) Lead the way (idiom) - Be the first to do or develop something.

(5L - 51%)

Examples: 1.That research group leads the way in developing new
software. 2. The company has been leading the way in networking
applications for several years.

(5 Pull together (phrasal verb) -~ To work hard as a team in order to
achieve something. (B0 TT)

Examples: 1. We don't have much time but if we pull together we
should be able to get the job done. 2. If we pull together, success is

certain.
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