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Walking in Central (6)

Hark Yeung ( yeung@harkyeung.com )

On Queen's Road Central there are more than
twenty banks. After the outbreak of the global
financial crisis ( % Bk 4 /@l & B% )
always sit in front of some of those banks: they
were talked into buying mini—bonds ( #f& ) of
Lehman Brothers ( S e ) .

However, Queen's Road Central is still a place

, protesters

for all walks of life. There are local shops offering
inexpensive meals. A open market, selling nearly
all one needs for a simple life, is on the narrow side
streets. Old—style bikes with big baskets filled up
with vegetables come and go. The riders are
usually senior citizens delivering goods.

These days, I find myself walking faster and faster
when I am on this road as there are too many people
walking up to me to ask the way. Once I was asked
where a supermarket was. The one who asked was a
woman. A man next to her was pulling a trolley.

The day I took pictures on the Queen's Road
footbridge was the New Year Day. It was a public

holiday, like the Chinese New Year Day, Christmas,
and the birthday of the Buddha. Probably Hong
Kong is the only city in Asia that both Christmas and
the birthday of the Buddha are public holidays.

Most shops were opened on that day, as usual.
Making money is regarded by many as the best way
to spend the first day of a year.

The air was much less polluted than that on
normal days. Usually there are traffic jams and the
construction sites are making a lot of noise.

The owner of a store right next to the
footbridge, selling freshly—squeezed fruit juice,
told me that once, on a holiday, countless people
came to his store. He happened to have boxes of
big water melons on that day. Yet demand was
greater than supply*-*. The best day in my shop's
three—decade history, he said.

It was just a few days after Christmas. An office
building nearby was decorated with the sign 'Peace

on Earth' and Christmas lights on its wall.
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|deals; off higher education
must never be) fergetten)

The University Grants Committee (UGC ) yesterday submitted to the
SAR Government its report — "Aspirations for the Higher Education System in
Hong Kong". The Report was drafted by the committee's Higher Education
Review Group headed by UGC Chairwoman Laura Cha Shih May—lung and
former Vice—Chancellor of Oxford University Colin Lucas. Proposals in the
Report, if adopted by the government, will directly determine the structure, mode
and strategy of Hong Kong's higher education in a quite a long time to come. Thus

it deserves attentions and concerns from all sectors.

In an overall view, the Report is practical and its proposals are feasible,
which if adopted can really straighten out some complicated links and relations
in the existing higher education system in Hong Kong. And breakthrough and
creative ideas are not lacking in the Report. Among others, very timely and
necessary are such proposals as for a clear differentiation of roles among universities
to ensure full curriculum diversity, for greater clarity about the character of the
Associate Degree and its place in the structure of the qualifications, for developing a
transparent and trustworthy Credit Accumulation and Transfer System, and for
setting up an oversight body for the non—publicly funded part of the

post—secondary education system.

In this regard, it is of utmost importance to improve the structure and
In fact, higher

education has augmented quantitatively in recent years. The eight universities are

separate the management of public and non—public funds.

financially supported by public funds, but they have also run some non—publicly
funded, fee—collecting courses such as the Associate Degree Scheme. This has
made it difficult for students and their parents to choose among curriculum
interfaces and higher schools, and could easily lead to malpractices in the
management and utilization of resources. The still growing "Audit Storm"
involving Direct Subsidy Scheme schools should be well taken as a "warning from
the overturned cart in front". In future, a "new variety" of universities or
privately—funded ones will grow in Hong Kong. How will the funding sources,
incomes and expenditures of "private universities" be managed? Will students be
subsidised by public funds as well? Wil school administrations be accused for
speculating on stocks (with school funds) ?... All such matters must be
approached structurally and systematically by setting up clear—cut regulations
beforehand, so as to reduce any possible grey areas. Otherwise, the Audit

Commission will become even more busily occupied.

On the other hand, the Report also proposes that the government should
lay down a strategy for internationalization, allocating more funds to support
higher education institutions to go international. Internationalisation indeed is a
tradition as well as an advantage of Hong Kong's higher education. In future, the
internationalisation strategy must be implemented and ensured structurally and

financially.

More importantly, the Report specifically points out: "The higher
education sector should develop a number of jointly funded and staffed
international centres for high quality research and graduate programmes combining
Asian and Western perspectives," and "The Government should initiate
negotiations with relevant authorities on the Mainland with a view to easing
regulatory requirements in teaching and research collaboration with Mainland
institutions, especially the portability of research funding."

As a matter of fact, since Hong Kong's return to the Motherland, local
higher education institutions have made great progress in cooperation with their
Mainland counterparts in some research projects. Some national laboratories have

based some of their projects in the University of Hong Kong and the Chinese

University of Hong Kong. A number of professors in Hong Kong have been
elected as Academicians of the Chinese Academy of Sciences, and some projects in
Hong Kong have won national awards in invention or research. But generally
speaking, such a cooperative relationship still remains quite loose or even simply
based on "personal connections", as each of the institutions involved still acts on its
own free will. In future, as proposed by the Report, if both sides could jointly set
up, fund and staff international research centres characterized by combination of
Oriental and Western perspectives, and realise the portability of research funding,
then the mode and level of Hong Kong—Mainland research cooperation will

hopefully be upgraded to a new phase and achieve more results.

Just as its title suggests, the Report has made quite many good proposals
regarding the system and structure. But it is more important that traditions, ideals
and spirits should also be stressed when higher education is mentioned. On this,
well argued President of Hong Kong Institute of Education Anthony Cheung
Bing—leung in his article published yesterday — "What is a university for?"
According to him, higher education is being "dwarfed" into a vocational training
ground, putting great emphasis on sciences and technology while neglecting
humanities and social sciences.  Curriculum is becoming increasingly
market—oriented or even commercialized. What a university must pass down to
students is "wisdom" rather than "knowledge". "The way of great learning consists
in manifesting one's bright virtue, consists in loving the people, consists in stopping

in perfect goodness." This is the aim all Hong Kong universities must always strive

02 December 2010

to achieve.

WORDS AND USAGE :

@ Straighten sth out ( phrasal verb) — To bring order to something
that is disorderly; to deal with problems or a difficult situation. (25H » P
JE - 1)

Examples: 1.See if you can straighten this mess out. 2.He is trying to
straighten out his finances.
(2) Among others, among other things (phrase) -
things. (B T BIHILUSHGER) s Hor)

Examples: 1. Why is Guangdong so rich? Historical links to the overseas

As well as other

Chinese, among others, play an important role. 2. She has worked as a
real estate agent among other things.

(3 In this/that regard (idiom) - Concerning what has just been
mentioned. (B iE—HE > fEEERMEL )

Examples: 1.The school's problems, in this regard, are by no means
unique. 2.1 always had enough to eat, so I was much better off in that
regard than many poor children in our neighborhood.

(@ Lay sth down (phrasal verb) - To officially establish a rule or a
principle, or to officially state the way in which something should be
down. (7€ » BIE)

Examples: 1. The White Paper meets the need to lay down a strategy to
revitalise the Community's railways by creating a sound financial basis.
This is in line with the policy laid down by the management.

(5 Dwarf(verb) - If one thing dwarfs another, it makes it look small by
comparison. ( () BAFHE/IN » HEARTE RAL - R&(E)

Examples: 1.Afraid to be dwarted, Taiwan always insists on negotiating
with the Mainland on equal footing. 2.The International Financial
Centre (IFC ) dwarfs all other skyscrapers in Central.

(This verb is derived from the noun dwarf, meaning a person who is

much smaller than usual size. (& > R{F))
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