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The Last Emperor (1)

Hark Yeung ( yeung@harkyeung.com )

Do you know who is the last emperor in China?
Reead this story. It is in two parts.

In 1908, a two—year—old child was brought
to a dying Empress and learnt that he would
become the emperor of the Qing court(7FER ).

Better known as China's last emperor,
Aisin—Gioro Puyi (B H HEE - H{E) 1906-67)
told what life was like in the Forbidden City( LEE
3% ), in which he had lived for 16 years, in his
autobiography ( E &), The First Half of My Life
((FRETRTRAED).

The Forbidden City (Zijingcheng, literally
'Purple Forbidden City'), located in the middle of
Beijing, was China's imperial palace from the Ming
Dynasty (BHER) (1368—1644) to the end of the
Qing Dynasty. For almost five hundred years, it
was the palace of 14 Ming emperors and 10 Qing
emperors. The Forbidden City, used to keep the
treasure of the imperial family, was later turned
into the Palace Museum (& {#AFE ).

The child Puyi was chosen by Empress

Dowager Cixi (¥4 ), the de facto ruler of the
Qing dynasty in its final years. Before her death in
1908, she named Puyi next Emperor of the
dynasty. She died just a day after the death of the
Emperor Guangxu ( & # ), the second last
emperor of Qing Dynasty.

Puyi chose an English name, Henry, for
himself. He was a son of a prince in the ruling
family. He moved into the Forbidden City with
his wet nurse, not his parents.

To avoid being poisoned, food served to
him had to be tested by the eunuchs ( X ). His
only companions other than the eunuchs were a
few children from his clan, who attended his
classes. He had a wife, Elisabeth (Wanrong) (1
%% ), and a concubine (##& ) in the Forbidden
City.

Henry's English teacher was a Scot,
Reginald Fleming Johnston, who would later
write the book Twilight in the Forbidden City( %
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The Centre for Food Safety under the SAR Government's Food and
Environmental Hygiene Department has begun to accept applications for import of
chilled beef from the Mainland. If everything goes smoothly, Hong Kong families
will be able to taste chilled beef from the Haoyue Group based in Changchun, the
provincial capital of Jilin, for the first time when they gather to eat hotpot during
the cold weather this month.

According to officials of Haoyue and industry insiders in Hong Kong, chilled beef
to be imported from the Mainland is from foreign stocks of cattle including the
good—quality Aberdeen Angus, so quality is assured. As for retail price, it is
estimated that it will be cheaper by 20% than similar products currently available on
the market, as shipping costs will be much lower than from Brazil or Argentina in

South America given Hong Kong's proximity to the Mainland.

For Hong Kong citizens particularly beef gourmands, the first—ever supply of
chilled beef from the Mainland not only increases the variety of products on the
market, giving consumers more choice, but more importantly also creates an
additional source of goods to help stabilise market supply and price, which is a good

thing for our economy and people's livelihood.

As a matter of fact, in answering related questions, Vice Minister of Commerce
Chen Jian said the Central Government would take every measure favourable for
Hong Kong's stability and development. He believed the supply of chilled beef
would be helpful in stabilising the Hong Kong market. Earlier, when Hong Kong
citizens began to be worried about price hikes on the Mainland and revaluation of
the renminbi (RMB) , Premier Wen Jiabao had reiterated that the Central
Government would take effective measures to help the SAR stabilise prices by

increasing supplies whenever necessary.

On his visits to Beijing and Changchun to inspect the enterprises that are to
supply chilled beef to Hong Kong, Secretary for Food and Health York Chow
Yat—ngok has also been guaranteed by the Ministry of Commerce that the
Mainland will supply 1.63 million live pigs, 50,000 heads of live cattle and 10
million live chickens to Hong Kong next year. Such a commitment undoubtedly is
a very effective measure to ensure sufficient supplies to the meat market in Hong

Kong so as to keep prices from going up sharply.

Needless to say, as this will be the first time for chilled beef from the Mainland to
be sold on the Hong Kong market, citizens and the meat industry welcome the
development, but they naturally are concerned about its quality, hygiene and safety.

Undeniably, the incidents of "contaminated vegetables”, "contaminated fish" and
"tainted milk" in recent years have cast a shadow on the safety of foodstufts imported

from the Mainland, which Hong Kong citizens are somewhat still wary of.

In regard to this, it should be noted that in recent years the Mainland has paid
much greater attention to the problem of food safety. The General Administration
of Quality Supervision, Inspection and Quarantine and Ministry of Health and
regional governments have stepped up supervision and inspection on food safety.
As such the overall situation has improved. On the other hand, for safety of
imported food, Hong Kong itself must make strict checks in the first place,
which is a key factor in this regard.

This time, as to preparing for import of chilled beef from the Mainland, this
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time, experts and doctors from Hong Kong's Food and Environmental Hygiene
Department and Department of Health as well as Secretary York Chow Yat—ngok
have separately visited Haoyue Group's cattle farms and processing factories in
Changchun to make on—the—spot inspections. As a result, we now know that
Haoyue, which began production in 2004, is now one of the largest cattle farming
and processing enterprises on the Mainland. With a daily slaughtering capacity of
400 heads of cattle, Haoyue's slaughterhouses and processing factories have
complete lines of anti—epidemic, sterilizing and cleaning equipment, and hire
veterinarians to keep a close watch on the health of its cattle. The whole
production is a well coordinated process. The whole hygiene and quarantine system
is under strict management and in good operation. In addition, the Jilin Provincial
Government and Jilin Entry—Exit Inspection and Quarantine Bureau also attach
great importance to carrying out the task of pioneering Mainland's exports of
chilled beef to Hong Kong .

All in all, at this stage, it seems to be a good thing for Hong Kong to begin to
import chilled beef from the Mainland, making it available in supermarkets, frozen
meat shops, restaurants and on people's dining tables. However, during the initial
period, it is necessary for the Food and Health Bureau to enhance communication
with the supplying enterprises on the Mainland, and send personnel to make
on—the—spot inspections from time to time. If problems are found, they must be
brought up in time to Jilin authorities and the General Administration of Quality
Supervision, Inspection and Quarantine. This will not only ensure food safety for

Hong Kong citizens but also safeguard the reputation of our country's food safety.

08 December 2010

WORDS AND USAGE :

(1 Wary (adj) - Not completely trusting of or certain about
something or someone. (HTHOLMAY » /IVOFENER) )

Examples © 1.Children should be taught to be wary of strangers. 2.1'm a
bit wary of giving people my phone number when I don't know them
very well.

(2) Step sth up ( phrasal verb) — To make something larger, faster,
ormore effective. (58 » ¥25 > #00)

Examples © 1.Following the explosion, the airport authorities stepped
up security. 2.Please step up the speed of your activity.

(3In the first place (idiom) - Inoratthe beginning. ( E4% @
—Bath)

Examples © 1. We should never have agreed to this in the first place. 2.
Why didn't you tell me in the first place that you've decided to leave ?

(4) As to sth (idiom ) - Used when you are referring to something.

(R HE Be--ME)

Examples © 1.As to tax, that will be deducted from your salary. 2.As to
buying a new car, I haven't decided yet.

(5 Keep a close watch on sth/sb (idiom) - Watch something
or someone carefully. ( ZJHR » 20T )

Examples © 1. With international observers keeping a close watch on
polling stations, voters chose from an array of 12 candidates. 2. Over the

next few months we'll keep a close watch on sales.
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