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HON'S YOURT NO GOOD, WE
SINESS? J S0LD SEVERAL

1

T \USED BOOKS ONLY,

¥OU KNOW WHY? BECALISE
PECOLE LIKE BRAND NAMES,
AMD THEY WANT THE /
M LATEST MODELS.

Lr——

2

EMALL FROM DAD: Dear Win-Win,

ore aat bad. Im us.ung & second

Tren't get disspeointed. Old things
\ hand car.

r,-f" A QUESTION: ™.
What if u have morey ™1
Will w buy a new one?

The Last Emperor (2)

Hark Yeung ( yeung@harkyeung.com )

During Henry's time in the Forbidden City, a
fire broke out, causing some damage to some of
the buildings and the imperial collection. It was
said that some members of Henry's clan and some
of the eunuchs had stolen valuables from the
imperial collection. When Henry was about to
look into the matter, the fire broke out.

The first time Henry had contact with the
outside world was when phone lines were brought
into the Forbidden City. Henry's first phone calls
were made to a comedian doing traditional talk
shows and a scholar ( Hu Shih % ) * who was
known to him for composing a new style poem.

The Qing Dynasty collapsed following the
Xinhai Revolution ( =X &Hify ) in 1911. Henry
abdicated in early 1912, but lived in the Forbidden
City until he was expelled in 1924 by a warlord

(EEf# ) controlling Beijing at that time.

Before Henry was on the throne, the Qing court
made some efforts to survive. In 1898, the second
from last emperor, Guangxu (E#E) attempted
to move ahead with a political reform, later known

as the Hundred Days Reform (AH#EH) It
started in June and ended abruptly in September.

The reform was abolished by the Dowager
Empress Cixi. She put the emperor under house
arrest and killed some reformers. Cixi was one of a
handful of women in Chinese History who made
her way to the pinnacle of power. It was said that
she could not even read and write when she
entered the Forbidden City.

Some reformists fled. The most famous reformer
Kang Youwei (FEH B ) later formed the
Society to Protect the Emperor ( bachuanghui £
E &) and became a monarchist.

In 1901, the Qing court began to launch its own
reform, called the 'New Policies'. In 1908, a set of
regulations for provincial assemblies and elections
was issued. Then other plans were issued, aiming at
the ultimate establishment of a constitutional
monarchy. But neither Guangxu nor Cixi lived to
see the results of these constitutional plans.

The Qing Dynasty came to an end after the 1911
(Xinhai) Revolution.
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The Legislative Council (Legco) Select Committee yesterday publicized its
inquiry report on the incident relating to former Permanent Secretary for Housing,
Planning and Lands Leung Chin—man's post—service work. In response, Secretary
for the Civil Service Denise Yue Chung—yee promised to further improve the
current post—service control regime, making apologies to the public for their

concerns and suspicions caused by the incident.

Denise Yue is a good official, hard—working and responsible. Her
orientation toward the Leung incident including her response yesterday was
apparently based on two considerations. One was to safeguard the overall image of
the civil service, and the other to safeguard the reputation of the SAR Government.
Out of such considerations, she was willing to take the responsibility and make
apologies to the public. The statement issued by the Chief Executive's Office
afterwards was also obviously based on these two considerations. However, both
the statement of the Chief Executive's Office and Denise Yue's response have
neglected a most important fact, failing to clearly point out that the assertion is
ungrounded and not true that Leung's acceptance of World New Development's

job offer after retirement involves "transfer of benefits".

It is very important and necessary to clarify this fact. In actual fact, both the
independent Review Committee appointed by the Chief Executive and chaired by
Ronald Arculli and the Legco Select Committee, which publicized its inquiry
report yesterday, have been investigating into the incident from August 2008 until
yesterday. Have they ever found any fact or inside information to prove that there
was indeed any "transfer of benefits" between Leung Chin—man and New World
Development? Or, in other words, have they ever found any evidence indicating
that when Leung Chin—man served as Permanent Secretary for Housing, Planning
and Lands, he let New World Development pay lower land premium for the
Hunghom Peninsula housing estate in exchange for a high—paying job from the
latter after retirement? The answer is No. No evidence whatsoever has been

found.

As a matter of fact, the conclusions or accusations made by the two inquiry
reports particularly the one issued yesterday by the Legco Select Committee are no
more than that Leung's post—service job with New World Development has
aroused public suspicions, damaged the image of the civil service and embarrassed
the SAR Government.

In face of these three accusations, none of the three parties involved —
Leung Chin—man, New World Development and Denise Yue - can shirk its
responsibility, or claim that it has done nothing inappropriate or inadequate and
thus has nothing for self—reflection. But "A is A, B is B". The focus and aim of the
investigations have been on whether there was any "transfer of benefits" between
Leung and New World Development, whether Leung did seek personal benefits by
making use of his public—service position and in sacrifice of public funds and public
interests. Now the answer is No. Then, why stll to indulge in "public
suspicions" and keep on making apologies, instead of making a clear explanation
to the public that "no evidence has been found"? Isn't it that in this way the more is
done in investigation, the more confusion is caused to arouse more suspicions

among the public?

Such an explanation is necessary and important. Not only Leung's name
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should be cleared, but the government must also stop some untrue political
accusations with ulterior motives from continuing to spread in some ambiguous
ways. The spread of rumours about the so—called "collusion between officials and
business people" and "transfer of benefits" was largely started by the incident
involving Leung and the Hunghom Peninsula housing estate, and has had a bad
influence on society. It is the responsibility of the SAR Government to make a
clarification whether such things exist or not. This is the best way to allay public

suspicions and the most forceful way to safeguard the reputation of the government.

Surely everything must be viewed from both sides. There may have been
no underhand dealings between Leung Chin—man and New World Development,
but this does not mean that the incident itself has nothing to be questioned. Since
Leung, being in a position liable to lay himself wide open to suspicion, had
dealt with New World Development regarding the payment of land premium for
Hunghom Peninsula, he should have remained sufficiently sensitive and alert in
considering taking a job ofter by the developer. He should have declined the offer
so as not to give others a handle even though he had already passed the "control
period" (for civil servants leaving the government on retirement) and could legally
take a post—service work. From this perspective, Leung and New World
Development must not act recklessly out of confidence that there was no "transfer
of benefits" between them, but should take into consideration other consequences
and effects of the incident.

09 December 2010

WORDS AND USAGE :
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(D In the face of sth (idiom) — When threatened by something; despite
something. (A% o FE--UEET )

Examples: 1.In the face of all the evidence against you, how can you say
that you are innocent? 2.She left home in the face of strong opposition
from her parents.

(2 Indulge in sth (phrasal verb) - To allow oneself to have or do
something enjoyable though maybe not good. ({JE5H>, YIHIL )

Examples: 1.I indulge in chocolate until I can't hold any more. 2.She
indulged in the luxury of a long bath.

(3 Keep on (doing sth) (phrasal verb) - To continue doing what you
were doing; behaving in a certain way. (fE4E * g )

Examples: 1.Why do you keep on smiling? 2.You keep on making the
same mistake.

(@) Lay/leave oneself wide open to sth (idiom) - Put oneself in a
situation where one can easily be criticised, blamed, attacked, etc. (g
CEGHE)

Examples: 1. You don't want to lay yourself wide open to attack. 2.By
not saying anything in your defence, you are leaving yourself wide open to
their accusations.

(5 Give sb a handle (phrase) — To furnish someone a chance or means
for gossip or accusation. (FZALUA#5 ALACE G A LART S B )

Examples: 1.His indiscretion gives his enemy a handle to use against him.

2.Her conduct gave her neighbours no handle for gossip.
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