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| FELLOW MEMBERS, THIS'S A
BUSIMESS MEETIMG. LETS START
WITH THE REPORT OF WIN-WIN,

BUSIMESS MO GOOD. WE S0LD
OMLY A FEW BOOKS, PEOPLE
&mm LIKE OLD THINGS. .

| IT'S PARADCKICAL, WE LIKE THE
IDEA OF REUSING AND RECYCLING
BUT WE DONT WANT TO BUY

THEVRE SELLING A FINE-
SOUNDING CONCEFT, FEORLE M"ﬂl |

Johnny?

Hark Yeung ( yeung@harkyeung.com )

Suddenly three women on the Central to
Mid-levels escalators, the longest in the world,
were talking about Confucius (FLF ) . It was
around 1 pm.

Usually, at this time of the day, people are talking
about the stock market or the property market.
Along the escalators, there is always an elderly
woman handing out leaflets with information
about properties for rent or for sale.

The one—metre—wide moving belt works like a
one—way road with two lanes: the slow lane on the
right and the fast lane on the left. Those standing
on the right just let the moving belt carry them
upward; those in a hurry walk on the left side. This
way of sharing space is very much a part of Hong
Kong culture. As mentioned before, the escalator
system has appeared in a film. The cityscape it goes
through includes at least five generations of
buildings. And the conversations you can pick up

along it are more interesting than the cityscape.

There is a saying in Chinese: use that person's
way to handle that person. They have their own
peace prize now, a woman said.

But what does that mean? Another one asked.

Try to understand your opponent's mindset and
make the best use of it, the third one said.

You are learning 'Shadow Boxing' ( 7 fi
Z8 ) -+ It's the same. A Taichi ( K% ) master
watches every move of the opponent and twists it
and strikes back, the first one said. That is why
people who are good at politics are often called
'shadow boxers'.

Who is Confucius? One of them asked.

Johnny, said another one.
Johnny?

Oh, you didn't attend schools in Hong Kong? In
my secondary school days, I had to recite a small
paragraph about Confucius: Confucius's given name
is Yiu ( [t ), and his other name is Jon Ni (fHE)..
So, his English name is Johnny... It's a joke.
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Scheme. According to this new scheme, a qualified low—income worker will be
granted a monthly transport subsidy of $600. It is estimated that 330,000
low—income employees will be eligible under the new scheme

Right now, transportation cost accounts for a considerable proportion of a
low—income family's spending, so much so that transport cost has become an
unfavourable factor standing in the way of employment. Ifa person who lives in

Tiiansporit subsidy m
benefiti lowsincome) people)

Secretary for Labour and Welfare of the SAR Government, Matthew Cheung
Kin—chung, yesterday unveiled the proposed Work Incentive Transport Subsidy

must really

minimum hourly wage increases, and as such they are very likely to be disqualified
from applying for the transport subsidy. For them, then, "what is to be gained will
not make up for what is to be lost." As a result, they will benefit from neither.
These are groups that are to narrowly benefit from the enforcement of statutory
minimum wage. Absolutely they should be considered eligible recipients of the
transport subsidy. Therefore, in processing applications for the transport subsidy,
relevant authorities must remain open—minded and flexible to take into
consideration the new factor of the enforcement of the statutory minimum wage

and the fact that many low—income people work overtime regularly.

a relatively remote place takes a job in an urban area, he will have to spend $20—$30

each day to travel back and forth. How much will be left from his scanty
salary 7 Not to mention that he also has to pay housing rental and buy food. In
recent years, there is a saying that "Getting employed is worse than receiving

Comprehensive Social Security Assistance ( CSSA) ."

is because transport simply costs too much.

Let's take the example given by the Secretary for Labour and Welfare yesterday.
The husband and wife of a family of three both go out to work. With the husband
earning $7,000 a month and the wife $5,000, the household's monthly income is
$12,000. Hence both the husband and wife are eligible to apply for the transport
subsidy, and each could receive $600 per month. Together they could receive a
monthly subsidy of $1,200, which is not by any means a trivial sum for the
household. But this can also be understood in the other way around. How heavy a

burden the monthly transportation cost of $1,200 must be for this family of three

without the subsidy !

staying home and living on CSSA aids to going out to work.

Undoubtedly, therefore, providing a monthly transport subsidy of $600 is a very
timely and "in—place" relief measure to help low—income individuals and families,
especially in the current time when prices of clothes, foodstuffs, housing and
transportation are all going up. Frankly speaking, the vast majority of wage—earners
can hardly benefit from other relief measures like waiver of rates or reduction of
salaries tax. For them, the $600 transport subsidy is a "tangible" and practical

benefit.

It is exactly because of this, the criteria for eligibility for the $600 transport
subsidy in principle should be "easing instead of tightening" and "simple instead of
complicated". Needless to say, it is the responsibility of relevant authorities to make
strict checks when spending of public funds is concerned. According to the criteria
for eligibility publicized yesterday, an individual with monthly income up to $6,
500, a family of two with a monthly income up to $8,500 and a family of three with
a monthly income up to $12,000---are eligible to apply for the transport subsidy.
Such criteria can hardly be said as easing. Taking for example the just—passed
statutory minimum wage of $28 an hour that is to be enforced in the middle of next
year, an employee ( working for minimum wage ) will make $5,800 a month by
working eight hours a day and six days a week. Just a little bit more and he will be
disqualified from applying for the $600 transport subsidy.

In this regard, authorities concerned must be pragmatic while making strict
checks. In particular, after the statutory minimum wage comes into force next
year, quite many cleaners, security guards and employees in fast—food restaurants

who normally work more than eight hours a day will be paid a bit more as their

As a result, the wife or even the couple might just prefer

Likewise, one of the criteria for applying for the transport subsidy, as unveiled
yesterday, stipulates that an eligible applicant must work no less than 72 hours a
month or, in other words, no less than 18 hours a week or no less than three and a
A very real reason for this half hours a day for five days a week. On the face ofit, this is not a very harsh term.
But in reality, there are indeed some housewives who would go out to do some
part—time works on weekdays when their children go to schools, to make some
"extra bucks" to help their families, such as cleaning houses, buying foodstuffs and
cooking ( for others ) . They may work less than three and a half hours a day and
as such may not be eligible for the transport subsidy. But these women indeed
provide their labour to ease their families' financial burden. How come they would
not be recognised and given the help? Those people who work part—time should
be given at least half of the monthly transport subsidy, even if they are not eligible
for the full subsidy of $600. This stands to reason and sense.

14 December 2010

WORDS AND USAGE :

(1)So much so that (idiom ) — To such an extent that*-- ( |35
FRRIRERE DA - )
Examples *

r‘ il

1.He loves mathematics so much so that he will spend a
whole day solving mathematical problems without remembering to have
meals. 2.Computer games have opened a new world, so much so that
you wonder what you used to do with your free time.
2 In the way (of ) ,insb'sway (idiom) - Keeping someone
from moving or doing something. ( #jT&¢ * BEEF )

Examples © 1.Am I in the way? 2.You impede the workman if you get
in his way.
(3 Back and forth (idiom) — To and fro, backward and forward.

(@ NEIRECS RS D)

Examples © 1.The tiger is pacing back and forth in his cage. 2.They
discussed the issue back and forth, without getting very far.
(@ Not by any means, by no means (idiom) - Inno way at
all 5 definitely not. (—BHTS » fEE )

Examples © 1.1 would agree with him up to a point ~ but by no means
completely. 2.He hasn't won yet, not by any means.
(5 Come into force (idiom) - Begin to be used 5 become
(BRIRAER - B )

Examples : 1. The new laws come into force next month. 2.After the

effective.

new housing regulations come into force, we will find it easier to buy our

own home.
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