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Talking abous

Confucius (7)

Hark Yeung ( yeung@harkyeung.com )

In Confucius's way of thinking, if a ruler just uses
policies and the law to rule a place, then the people
will not know what is good and bad, thus they will
be shameless. But if the ruler manages to make the
people know what is right and wrong, then they will
have a sense of shame. That is the third line of his
teachings in chapter two of The Analects (FH :
HZ LA B2 DU - RAE TR 5 382 DA
& Ll HREA ) .

How can the ruler manage to do that? The answer
is by providing education to everyone, regardless of
his or her personal background.

Hong Kong has been providing school education
to the young people for years. Is Hong Kong free
from all sorts of troubles? Of course not.

Does that mean that if Confucius could sit at the
Legislative Council in Hong Kong, he would be
frustrated? What he supports simply doesn't work. If

Confucius wants to know why and goes to the

secondary schools himself to talk to the students,
what will the students tell him?

Perhaps some of them will say that the world has
changed. Now many students do not want to serve
the ruler and carry out his order; they want to
become someone that can help people all over the
world, like doing research in medicine.

Obeying one's parents and teachers, like what
Confucius advocated, might even have negative effects.
In the education system in Hong Kong, students are not
trained to ask questions and have their own independent
thinking. Unless a student is lucky enough to have very
open—minded teachers and parents, he/she cannot have
the opportunity to go beyond the traditional way of
thinking and to have breakthroughs ( 2 ) .

So, many students have to leave Hong Kong and
go to other places, like what Confucius had done, to
look for a more favourable environment to develop

their mind.
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Sino=US) military mutuall tiusH

US Secretary of Defense Robert Gates will conclude his current visit to
China today amid worldwide attention. Opinions differ on what his visit may have
actually achieved. Nevertheless, it is beyond doubt that his trip has created a good
atmosphere for President Hu Jintao's state visit to the United States later this month,
injected new dynamics into the Sino—US military ties at its low ebb and marked

a good beginning for the development of Sino—US relations.

There is no need to hide that military exchange remains a shortcoming in
Sino—US relations, a most fragile and sensitive link in the two countries' ties. After
Washington decided to resume arms sales to Taiwan last year, military exchange
between China and US has been suspended and their relations have entered a
period of turbulence dominated by constant friction. Since last year, the United
States has stepped up its strategic readjustment to speed up its "return to Asia". US
military comeback leads its "return to Asia". The US navy, army and air force
became the early birds to catch the worm. They made use of the incident of the
(sinking of South Korean naval warship) Cheonan to upgrade US—South Korea
alliance, to consolidate US—Japan alliance and to expand its military cooperation
with Southeast and South Asian countries, speeding up the building of a ring of
encirclement to contain China. In a short while, a large number of troops have
borne down on East Asia. War games have been held with cannons roaring and
clouds of smoke floating. Tensions in the region have kept escalating. At the same
time, the "theory of Chinese military threat" has caused a great clamour. New
weapons developed by the Chinese People's Liberation Army (PLA), such as the
new—type anti—ship missile and J—20 stealth jet fighter, have drawn worldwide
attention and frightened the US military. It is at such an important moment that
Gates pays his visit to China. Naturally, the world cannot but keep a close watch on
which direction Sino—US military ties will be heading for.

It should be said that China and the United States has a common will to
resume military exchange between them. As head of the US Department of
Defense, Gates certainly is well aware that building stable and healthy military
relations with China today is much more significant than winning a war, given that
it is extremely unlikely for China and US to run into any large—scale military
conflict. Therefore, through direct contact, the US can more accurately ascertain
the capability and intention of China's military modernization, so as to establish a
basis for cutting its defense budget by US $78 billion in next five years and for
readjusting its strategies towards China and the whole Asia—Pacific region. On the
other hand, China also needs to sell face to face its defensive policy of national
defense and its ideal to unswervingly adhere to peaceful development, so as to dispel

US suspicions.

The Chinese side has shown exceptional hospitality during Gates' visit.
President Hu Jintao, Vice President and Vice Chairman of the Central Military
Commission (CMC) Xi Jinping, Vice CMC Chairman Xu Caihou, Foreign
Minister Yang Jiechi and Defense Minister Liang Guanglie have successively met
Gates, giving him the hospitality more than required by protocol. In a very
symbolic arrangement, he is also invited to visit the Second Artillery Corp - a
most important pillar of China's defense forces. During his visit, both sides have
reached consensus on expanding and enhancing military dialogue and exchange
based on the principles of "respect, mutual trust, equality and reciprocity", on
fostering and strengthening strategic mutual trust, on jointly developing healthy and

stable military relations. Needless to say, behind all such nice diplomatic words, the

dispute over core interests between the two sides has still been going on. The
Chinese side has explicitly expressed its hope for the US to stop its arms sales to
Taiwan, while the US side expressed its concern with China's development of the
new—type stealth jet fighter.

The current Sino—US military relations still face the fundamental obstacles
such US arms sales to Taiwan, the US's anti—China National Defense
Authorization Act, US—led Western countries' arms embargo to China. Without
the removal of such obstacle, there can hardly be any substantial breakthrough in
Sino—US military relations, and their mutual trust if ever built remains weak. But
these obstacles are absolutely not purely military issue. Rather they show strategic
differences at the political level. Sino—US military mutual trust is restrained by their
political mutual trust. There is still a long way to go for Sino—US military relations

to move into a benign and healthy track.

The old saying is still valid: it is mutual beneficial for China and the US to
live together in peace while confrontation between them hurts both. Gates' China
visit may have broken the ice for Sino—US military exchange, but it takes time for
their ties to warm up. Even though strategic goals of China and the US go against
each other and there are conflicts of fundamental interests between them, there are
still some conjunctions for possible cooperation. Only when China and the US see
each other as cooperative partners in their strategic orientations, can their military

mutual trust be based on a sound foundation and remain stable and long—lasting.

12 January 2011

WORDS AND USAGE :

(1 (At) a low ebb (idiom) — Below the usual condition or standard.

O Cpaht) B4 15)

Examples: 1.The tragedy comes at a time when Tom's career is at a low
ebb. 2.Our family fortunes are at a bit of a low ebb.
(2)Bear down on sb/sth (phrasal verb) - To move toward someone
or something in a determined and threatening way. ( MR SE ST > 78
[ - B )

Examples: 1.Financial pressures are bearing down on them. 2.A crowd
of journalists bore down on the prime minister.
(3 Head for/towards sth (phrasal verb) - To be going in a particular
direction or to a particular place; to be likely to experience something,
especially something bad. ( 5+ %% » §ij{E - G EHF]--)

Examples: 1.They are all heading for Guangzhou. 2.The country is
heading for economic recession.
(@ Be well aware of sth, be well aware that::: (idiom) - Know
very well about something. ( 7E&IAH » 70 E])

Examples: 1.I'm well aware of the risks involved. 2.She's well aware
that not everyone agrees with her.
(5 Run into sth (phrasal verb) - To experience difficulties or
problems. (G&F| - #Hi#)

Examples: 1. The main reason that we run into conflict with others is

because we have a different value system. 2. We ran into debt.
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