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A Word Full of Colour (1 ( )

Hark Yeung ( yeung@harkyeung.com )

Confucius is always quoted for having linked 'food
and colour' with 'human nature'.

During the Chinese New Year, the most familiar
colourisred and we have alot of food.

In Chinese, the word 'colour'can be used in many ways:
to 'keep one's colour' means to 'stay young'. How the word
'colour' and 'youth'become the same is very strange.

The word also refers to 'sex'. The saying 'colour first,
friends second' ( B EEE/7 ) means that a person is busy
courting the opposite sex and leaving his/her friends alone.

If someone says 'that person is going after colour', it
is not a very flattering remark. However, the proverb
‘the true colour of a hero' ( ZEHEAS €f1 ) s a real
compliment. Here 'colour' means 'courage' and 'what
one is made of'.

And the expressions such as 'show them some
colours'; 'turning red if one stays near madder, turning
black if one stays with ink' (GERZER  LBEE
) are still our everyday language.

Difterent colours are tied to the five basic elements
in Chinese astrology: metal (gold and silver), wood
(brown), water (blue and black), fire (red), and earth
(yellow). They can bring good luck to the owner
provided that the owner goes well with that colour.
For example, I was born in summer and was said to
have alot of fire in my life. So, my best friend advised
me not to wear red. When [ asked her whether I
should write about red, she said, 'do what you want;
don'tbe superstitious.'

In imperial China, purple and yellow were reserved
solely for the emperor. Even now, we still keep the
old tradition of using red and white for happy and
unhappy events respectively.

When a certain period of time has bred some
spectacular cultural products, like the poems of the
Tang Dynasty and Latin American literature in the
20th century, we can say, in Chinese, that 'they

radiate different colours'.

\ AN

BERE | R

KT ER

“O—fHZHEZ+ZH EE=- Takungpao .

t\a\

HIRK

I % LIBERAL STUDIES

55 338 HA

.

~e=Tier ob traele; off labour sheritage)
must be) remoyed;

Latest statistics show Japan's gross domestic product (GDP) shrank 0.3% in
the last quarter of 2010 from the previous quarter. This is the first negative
quarterly growth Japan has experienced in past five quarters. As a result, Japan's
GDP for the whole of last year was US$400 billion less than China's — in terms of
the US dollar. In regard to this, the Japanese government said that economic
growth in a neighbouring country deserved to be welcomed, as it could help to

promote Japan's own development.

This is the first time China has surpassed Japan in GDP in terms of market
exchange rates. In terms of Purchasing Power Parity (PPP), China already
surpassed Japan about 10 years ago. Earlier a study by a US think tank even
concluded that last year China already surpassed the United States in GDP in PPP
terms. A comparison based on PPP calculations is more reasonable than that based
on calculations by market exchange rate, though different PPP calculation models
may result in different results. As a matter of fact, it is just a matter of time before
China overtakes Japan and US in terms of GDP. There is no longer any doubt
about this and, therefore, should not be given too much attention. Right now, the
top priority should be put on how to improve quality of the economy and how to
achieve the goal of China's modernisation as quickly as possible. Needless to say,
China must continue to devote efforts to sustain high—speed growth. Expansion of
GDP is not a priority goal, but growth should not slow down. For, in terms of per
capita GDP, China still lags behind many countries in the world, less than one
tenth and one sixth of that in Japan and the United States respectively. It is evident
that China must still proactively pursue GDP growth if it is to improve people's

living standards.

Obviously, in pursuit of GDP growth, China can no longer depend on high
input (of labour in particular) but must rely more on application of science and
technology and on improvement of management and labour quality. In other
words, it should take a new development path by improving quality to stimulate
increase in quantity. Therefore, strengthening self—innovation in science and
technology, deepening market—oriented reforms to improve efficiency and making
all-out efforts to cultivate labour resources have become a new direction for
China's advancement. In this regard the Chinese government must work out

stimulus policies as early as possible.

At present, a notable obstacle to growth is the shortage of migrant workers. In
this regard the government must act without delay. This problem was already
evident last year as the economy and exports began to recover. It has worsened
during the Lunar New Year season this year. A great number of migrant workers
won't come back to work in the coastal areas after returning home for family
reunion, resulting in turnover rates much higher than previous years. As a result,
there has appeared the rare phenomenon of different regions competing with each
other for migrant workers. Inland regions not only refused to export labour to
coastal areas but also persuaded migrant workers to stay and work locally.
Compared with the problem of "blind influx" of massive migrant workers into
coastal areas in the early years of economic reform and opening up, this could be

said a huge reversal in trend.

The shortage of migrant workers have led many commentators to point out
that China has reached the Lewisian Turning Point, i.e. the surplus labour in
the countryside is exhausted and the era of rapid increase in wages is coming.
Whether the current shortage of migrant workers is a sign of the coming of the
Lewisian Turning Point or just a regional structural adjustment in the labour market
has yet to become clear. But labour shortage has indeed become a major obstacle to
development and must be tackled effectively. This shortage of migrant workers
should be viewed from two aspects. One is that this is a manifestation of economic

achievement, and the second is that it is a challenge to sustained development.
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China is a big, developing country with a huge population, and as such
employment will always be a huge problem which could affect people's livelihood
and social stability. Now there is, instead, a shortage of migrant workers. This
should be seen as a breakthrough in the high—speed development of past years,
which should be celebrated with joy. Inevitable wage rises as a result of the
shortage can provide a solid foundation for the countryside and hence the whole

country to become a well—off society.

On the other hand, the shortage of migrant workers also poses a challenge
to the development of enterprises and the nation. In face of excessive capital and
shortage of labour, China must now strive to transfer its industrial development
from labour intensive to capital— and technology—intensive. And, as such
transformation is pressing, it is better that this is accomplished during the period of
the 12th Five—Year Plan (for Social and Economic Development in 2011—-15).
During the period, investment must be increased to upgrade technology and
automation in production, substituting labour with capital. In addition, enterprises
must strive to improve management of human resources so as to increase labour
efficiency. From a long—term perspective, China must also strive to 1) open its
labour market to foreign workers; 2) speed up the transfer of industrial production
to inland regions (from coastal areas); 3) reconsider whether birth control policy
should be relaxed so as to increase the population and labour supply. All in all, to
clear away the obstacle of labour shortage should be a focus of the 12th Five—Year
Plan. 15 February 2011
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@) In terms of sth, in sth terms (idiom) - Used to show how
something is explained, described or judged. ( 2A++-+- BEEAL > B
Mg ARG » IR R

Examples: 1. In terms of money, it is a great job. 2. Now, in terms of
your proposal, don't you think you're asking for too much?
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(3 Result in sth (phrasal verb) - To bring about something; to cause
something to happen. (i » EE > FEE AR )

Examples: 1. I hope this will result in the police finding your car. 2. All
miy effort resulted in nothing at all.
(@ Lag behind (sb/sth) (phrasal verb) - to fall behind someone or
something; to linger behind someone or something. (%18 Bk
Jheeeens )

Examples: 1. Come on up here. Don't lag behind us or you'll get lost. 2.
We are lagging far behind our competitors in using new technology.
(5)Lewisian Turning Point - 3%, - B1458h 1@ R m
RAERES - EARE TR - A BN RSB R
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