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fishermen there were killing fish, making fillets for
the European markets. They threw away what was
inside the fish belly and let it decompose
biologically.

That part of the fish, called fish maw (faf@ > b
JZ2) | is the fourth item on the list, right after shark
fin. The Hong Kong businessman told the African
fishermen he would buy those leftovers if they
sun—dried them probably. He knew it would be
easier to do business with those fishermen as they
were already working with foreigners and knew the
rules of the game.

What is the fifth item on the list? No, there are only
four. They are in a class of their own in Chinese
culture. It is fair to say that at least some of them are
regarded as 'uneatable' in other cultures.

I suspect that the story of shark fin might be similar

to that of fish maw. Perhaps it was also a leftover.

Nourishing Seafood (2)

Hark Yeung ( yeung@harkyeung.com )
At Lake Victoria, the same businessman saw heaps
of 'gold sand'. This time it was fish maw. The

Some Chinese sea nomads sold the meat of the shark
and ate the unmarketable fin themselves, as it had no
taste by itself. Later, the wealthy businessmen found
most of the sea nomads very healthy even when
they grew old. They started to look into what the
sea nomads ate. In Hong Kong, shark meat, as well
as shark skin, are now served in some Chinese
restaurants. They are regarded as anti—cancer food.

In Iceland, one of the famous local delicacies is
preserved and fermented shark meat. A businessmen
said when I asked for it: "people in Iceland like this
very much, but foreigners don't accept the taste. I
give you a bit to try first. If you don't like it, don't
buy it." The businessman, as well as other Icelanders
I met, looked young and healthy. The shark meat
dish might have contributed to their youthful look.
However, they don't eat shark fin. A research should
be conducted on the Icelandic way of eating shark
meat. I think there is a strong link between food and
health in a cold place like Iceland.
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Financial Secretary John Tsang Chun—wah yesterday delivered the 2011—12
Budget, which drew particular attention. For, before its delivery, there had been
wide speculation that the government would have huge fiscal surplus this year in a

time when citizens were suffering from inflation.

It was thus only to be expected (when John Tsang reported ) that Hong
Kong's comprehensive surplus in last fiscal year reached $71.3 billion, with financial
reserves growing to $591.6 billion —— equivalent to 23 months of government
expenditure. From any perspective, this is a rather surprising and exciting figure.
Such huge reserves are made thanks to higher—than—expected growth in incomes
from profit tax, salaries tax, stamp duties on stock and housing transactions and land
sales. What have made such strong growth possible are the global economic
recovery and our country's continuous strong economic development. Hong
Kong's unique advantage to benefit both "internally and externally" is really

enviable.

To work out a budget with barely enough fiscal income is like to "cook a meal
with little rice". But it may be even a worse headache to work out a budget when
there is huge surplus. This appeared to be particularly true in Hong Kong this time
when there were numerous expectations and yearnings for "distribution of
candies" with some people even explicitly calling out for "giving each person
$10,000". Under such circumstances, it posed a challenge to one's wisdom and
savvy on how to draw an accurate demarcation between upholding the principle of
"financial prudence" and satisfying public demands and how to keep a balance
between long—term development and immediate relief. The answer given by John
Tsang yesterday is above the passing mark. First of all, under the principle of
"financial prudence" he has made good use of the huge reserves with the courage to
sharply increase input into education, medical care, social welfare, infrastructure,
culture and sports. In the coming fiscal year, the recurrent expenditure of the
government will reach $242 billion, up 8% from last year. Of the total, 56% will be
spent on medical care, education and social welfare, in a fundamental commitment
to promoting long—term economic development and improving the quality of

citizenship. This will eventually benefit all citizens.

On the other hand, there are of course a series of relief measures (in the
Budget ) to help ease the pressure of inflation. No matter how much input the
government would make into basic public finances, public attention on this Budget
will still focus on the issue of "distribution of candies". After the delivery of the
Budget, a general reaction is that © some "candies" are indeed oftered which

however do not taste so "sweet".

Let's first have a look at the "candies" distributed by the Budget : Waiving rates
subject to a ceiling of $1,500 per quarter > Granting each residential electricity
account a subsidy of $1,800 ; Paying two months' rent for public housing
tenants » Providing an extra allowance to Comprehensive Social Security
Assistance ( CSSA ) recipients, equal to one month of the standard rate CSSA
payments 5 Providing an extra allowance to Old Age Allowance and Disability
Allowance recipients, equal to one month of the allowances ; Increasing the
allowance for maintaining dependent parents/grandparents and children by 20 per
cent 5 Issuing $5 inflation—linked retail bonds or iBond 5 Making a one—off
injection of $6,000 into Mandatory Provident Fund (MPF ) accounts of all
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workers. Total expenditure amounts to well over $40 billion. It is thus
absolutely unreasonable and irrational to say our "God of Fortune" is too "miserly"
who cares little about people's hardships and refuses to distribute "candies". The
series of relief measures are in accord with the principle of helping those who
suffer the most severe hardships and thus are most in need of help, with an intention
to take into consideration of the interests and benefits of various sectors. However,
there is no tax refund or deduction, and one can only spend the $6,000 injected into

his MPF after retirement. In this regard, citizens in general do not feel very satisfied.

Obviously, the Financial Secretary's emphasis on saving some money for citizens
for their future use is not affirmed by the public. Likewise, people prefer having an
immediate tax refund to waiting for 10 or 20 years to enjoy the $6,000. It seems the
"God of Fortune" fails to understand people's mentality that they are more eager to
have the rebate for their immediate disposal so that they can have some cash in hand

in a time of hardships.

If the Budget, while focusing on making good use of reserves to promote
development and for relief, could have also shown more tender feelings and
concerns for citizens so as to improve the relationship between people and
government by ironing out some of people's grievances, then this Budge with
principle and reason would have become more successful and popular.
Regrettably, John Tsang has failed to achieve this.
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WORDS AND USAGE :

@ (Only) to be expected (idiom) - Be likely to happen, be
quite normal. (ERLZ A AILATERL)

Examples . 1.You can't learn a foreign language in a week, it's not to
be expected. 2.A little tiredness after taking these drugs is to be expected.
(2 Work sth out ( phrasal verb) - To think of something ; to plan
something. (filiE » #EE » &)

Examples 1. We must work out a better method to save energy. 2.1l
work out our schedule.

3 Yearn for sb/sth (phrasal verb)
something very much, especially when this is difficult to get. (yearning
is the noun of yearn ) (V@2 » FRIATLEH] )

Examples . 1.The sailor yearned for home. 2.After such a long

- To want someone or

winter, she yearned for warm sunshine.
(@ Amount to sth (phrasal verb) - To add up to something } to
result in a final total of something. ( f&5T > $£5t)

Examples © 1.My income last year amounted to $220,000. 2.The cost
of the tour amount to well over $5,000.
() In accord with (sb/sth) (idiom) — Agreeing with someone or
something. (& —50)

Examples © 1.1 am in complete accord with you about the policy

changes. 2. What he has done is not in accord with your instructions.
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