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Old Age (1)

Hark Yeung ( yeung@harkyeung.com )

One day a friend in his early 60s told some
friends such a story.

'My mother knocked on the door of my
bedroom very early this morning. I opened the
door and she said, "why did you steal all my
money?"

'"These days, she keeps saying that I have stolen
her money. Once, she put her passbook in front of
me and asked, "why did you steal all my money?"

'"The money is still all there in the bank. She is the
only one who can take the money out from her
account. Of course she doesn't think in that way.
All she says is that  have stolen her money.'

When the narrator finished the story, there was a
silence, as if a ghost story was told.

Everyone was afraid that one day she or he

would grow old like that and cause frustrations to

others.

The elderly in this story was obviously in good
physical health as she could walk on her own to the
door of her son's bedroom. But instead of using her
ability to move around and enjoy a wonderful
time, she was making herself and others miserable.

The narrator is himself a self—=made millionaire.
Like many Hong Kong Chinese, he chooses to live
with his aging mother to take better care of her.
Very soon he might have to make the difficult
decision if he should put his mother into an aged
home (EARE) .

One of those who heard the story responded by
quoting Confucius. 'Haven't you heard of what
Confucius had said? The most difficult thing is not
to lose one's temper when one is dealing with one's

parents.'
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$6:000) controversy,

Financial Secretary of the SAR Government John Tsang Chun—wah has caused a
Amid

condemnations against his original proposal to inject $6,000 into Mandatory

tremendous upheaval of emotions among citizen in a week's time.

Provident Fund (MPF ) accounts, his rethink of giving every eligible citizen
$6,000 in cash rebate has won popular applause. The matter now seems to have
been resolved to the satisfaction of all.

The SAR Government, the "God of Fortune" and Hong Kong society all must
make some summariesation and reflection on the incident. The most important of
all is that the government must strive to govern for the people and in the interest of
the people. No longer can a government official sit in a closed—door office to
conceive of a policy. Instead he must get down off his high horse to go into
the midst of the common people, and truly keep whatever people desire in his
heart of hearts. The proposal to inject $6,000 into MPF accounts is made out of
a [ will of the officialdom | while the decision to give each citizen $6,000 in cash
rebate is made out of people's will. This is self—evident given poles—apart reactions

in society over the two.

It can be imagined that in the past few days while John Tsang Chun—wah had still
put on a countenance of forced smile in public, he must have been feeling very
perturbed. During the period, he could possibly have had some resentment or even
anger, blaming citizens for [ not knowing chalk from cheese | or "not knowing
what is good". But when the general public yesterday gave a positive reaction to his
readiness to accept good advice, his feelings must be also profound and strong :
Hong Kong people including grass—roots citizens are by no means unreasonable
but rather highly reasonable and rational. They won't remain silent when they
think a government policy is unfair and unreasonable. But surely when officials act

to make improvement, they will heartily applaud and happily accept it.

It can be said that John Tsang has learned a big lesson in the past week about the
bitterness and enjoyment, gain and loss, success and failure of governance. What is
to be welcomed and affirmed is that Secretary Tsang, good at Western—style
fencing, seems to have learned from Chinese Taiji swordsmanship how to
overcome strength with softness. Today there is no need to continue strongly
denouncing his previous persistence. Instead, he must be praised for his

determination and courage to make a new start afterwards.

As a matter of fact, an official's capability, commitment and authority or face is not
judged by whether his "every order is as firm as a mountain" so that he must remain
obstinate and stick to his own course. Instead, he must be good at understanding
people's desire and make correct judgment and response accordingly. This
absolutely has nothing to do with "change of course", "bowing his head" or "loss of
face". An official is to serve the people so in his eyes there should be only people's
interests. To revise his own decision in the interest of citizens and for the sake of

social harmony, this exactly shows he is responsible and capable.

This time John Tsang has learned a " $6,000" lesson, which is worthy to be
drawn on by the Chief Executive and all principal officials under the
accountability system.

On the other hand, from the recovery of the "lost" $6,000, the public should also
gain a better understanding why social harmony must be safeguard so as to cherish

the hard—earned good situation at present.

When the Budget was delivered last Wednesday, some lawmakers from
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opposition parties and a couple of trouble—making media outlets appeared as if they
had hit the jackpot. Instead of truthfully reporting citizens' opinions to safeguard
their interests, they immediately advocated taking to the streets to protest. They
tore the Budget into pieces and uglified the image of John Tsang. For a single flaw
of the "$6,000", they totally negated the whole Budget, denied all efforts made by
the SAR Government to boost economic development and for relief of hardships.

Furthermore, they even fabricated the so—called "collusion between officials and
business people" to fan the "anti—rich people" sentiment, and further proposed to
launch a "Bauhinia Revolution" in Hong Kong. In this way, they politicised an
issue concerning people's livelihood. Their plot to break down the governance of
the SAR Government, to create chaos in society and then to "bring chaos to China
from Hong Kong" became as plain as the nose on one's face. In this regard, vast
citizens especially members of the middle—class must not let themselves be fooled
by them.

The SAR Government is Hong Kong people's oven government. Citizens must
take an attitude of "they being one of us" to point out and criticise officials'
shortcomings and mistakes in doing their works, so as to help the government
improve its governance. The government must make greater efforts to learn what
people think and want so as to correctly understand people's desire. Officials must
be prepared to countenance having their errors pointed out and accept good
advices. Only when officials and people strengthen their communication and join
their efforts to work for Hong Kong, can there be no opportunity for anti—China

trouble makers to make use of.

03 March 2011

WORDS AND USAGE :

(D To the satisfaction of sb, to sb's satisfaction (idiom) - If
you do something to the satisfaction of someone, they are pleased with it
or accept it. ( 1% {% jm

Examples © 1. The matter W11] be resolved to the satistaction of every
party involved. 2.Can you demonstrate to our satisfaction that your story
Is true.
2 Conceive of sb/sth ( phrasal verb )
notion of someone or something. ( 7%/

- To think or invent the

e B0
Examples  1.Can you conceive of him as the president ? 2.1 can not
conceive of such cruelty as to take a child away from its mother.

(3 Get (down ) off one's high horse (idiom) — To stop acting
as if you are better or more intelligent than other people 5 to be less
haughty. (JAFZRF » THEERZEN)

Examples - 1. Would you get down off your high horse and talk to
me ? 2.He never got off his high horse long enough to consider how
insulting his words were to many new immigrants.

@ 1n one's heart of hearts (idiom )
thought. (FEAOGER )

Examples -
find it difficult to accept. 2.1 said I loved her, but in my heart of hearts [

- In one's deepest feelings or
1.1 know in my heart of hearts that you are right, but I still

knew it wasn't true.

(5 Draw on sth (phrasal verb) - To use something that you have

or that is available to help you do something. ( f&28 - FIF > B )
Examples © 1.A writer has to draw on his imagination and experience.

2.I'll have to drawn on my savings to pay for the computer.
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