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POLLY. WHAT IF We
TRAIN OUR PETS TO DO
COMMERCIAL MODELING?

MODELING... ITS A PROFITABLE |
BUSINESS! BETTER THAN
SELLING THE USED smfF__/J

BUT I DONT
KEEP PETS.

I B0, AP SOME OTHER ™
MEMBERS OF THE e-GANG DO,
LETS CALL A MEETING.,

Old Age (2)

Hark Yeung ( yeung@harkyeung.com )

People generally look younger nowadays. They
are also younger at heart. Many people do not
want to retire. They enjoy working. There is a
need to take care of the mental side of aging and
make the old minds sharp enough to meet the
present day challenges.

In Hong Kong, the average life expectancy is
about 85, the top in the world. With the
availability of cheap labour from other Asian
countries, many elderlies are being looked after by
domestic helpers ( REE{E L ) . But this is not
what many senior citizens want. They want to be
independent.

I am just 50. People I meet keep asking me
how I manage to look more than a decade
younger than my age. That question, which

comes once a few weeks at least, is probably the

best question I have come across in my life. An
Italian expressed surprise when I told him I had
been writing for more than thirty years. He said,
"you look like 25; so you started writing in your
mother's womb?" He was probably a bit drunk.
But he was not the only one who had made
such a comment.

If you ask me what [ have done more than most
other people of my age, the answer is simple:
walking, writing, laughing, and enjoying food
from different cultures. What I do is hardly new,
but to make it work, one needs to do it artistically.
It is just like everyone can use colour but not many
can make a good picture out of it.

My job as a journalist covering stories in Europe,
Asia and the Americas no doubt enables me to see

how aging is viewed in difterent cultures.
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After participating in anti—budget demonstrations on Sunday, a group of people
stormed the intersection of Queen's Road Central and Ice House Street at night,
blocking traffic for two hours. Later, when the police tried to disperse them, they
resisted violently. In the end 113 demonstrators were arrested for "unlawful

assembly" but were later released on bail.

The incident once again poses a serious challenge to Hong Kong people. Is Hong
Kong still a society governed by the rule of law? No matter how "just" the appeals
of a small number of dissatisfied people might appear to be, no matter whether the
distribution of $6,000 is appropriate, what on earth has given them the right to
block a main road and bring traffic to a halt? What on earth has given them the
right to pour out torrents of abuse on and assault law enforcement personnel?

Hong Kong society has some traditional or core values which citizens have always

been proud of. One of them is the rule of law.

Today, an absolute majority of Hong Kong people consciously abide by the law
in their behaviour. From big matters such as anti—corruption and being clean, to
small ones such as no smoking indoors (in public places), no one enjoys breaking
the law let alone take it as an honour to jeopardise the rule of law. The SAR
Government must also carefully govern in accordance with the law. In face of
fierce competition from some big cities in the region and on the Mainland, what
enables Hong Kong people to still feel "self—contented" and "proud as a peacock" is
our sound rule of law, including an independent judicial system, high—quality law

enforcement forces, and numerous kindhearted and law—biding citizens.

However, this common core value of Hong Kong people and the most valuable
treasure of Hong Kong society has increasingly come under wanton assault and
damaged by some individuals. Inside the solemn hall of the Legislative Council
(Legco), water bottles and other things have been thrown at officials; Chief
Executive Donald Tsang Yam—kuen was attacked physically by a member of the
League of Social Democrats (LSD) while attending the opening ceremony of an
exhibition to mark the centenary of the 1911 Revolution; and there was the scene
of chaos at Queen's Road Central on Sunday. With such scenes, does Hong Kong
still look like an international financial hub which has just begun to extend the

securities trading hours?

The anti—China elements who deliberately want to create trouble in Hong Kong
with the purpose of ruining "one country two systems" have already clamoured for
a "Bauhinia Revolution" to turn Hong Kong into another Egypt or Libya, and then
carry it into the Mainland which is their ultimate aim. To create chaos in China
they must first make trouble in Hong Kong. The so—called $6,000 problem is
nothing but an excuse for them.

Therefore, right before the eyes of Hong Kong people now are not problems
concerning the Budget or the distribution of $6,000, but rather an unprecedented
assault and challenge to our tradition of the rule of law and our core values. It is
really a big test of the wisdom of Hong Kong citizens whether they should rise up to
safeguard the rule of law, support law enforcement and condemn unlawful, violent
trouble—making acts, or sit idly by and let the government handle this by itself.
Every citizen who really loves and cares for Hong Kong, cares for the healthy

nurturing of our next generation, is duty bound to stop a repeat of such an illegal

Citizens) suppoilf pelice
in) enforeing) the) lawy

and trouble—making incident.

As a matter of fact, watching the increasingly intensified unlawful moves to create
chaos in Hong Kong including making a scene in Legco, assaulting the CE and
the blocking traffic in Central the day before yesterday, the vast majority of citizens
have become more and more convinced that something fishy is going on and feel
more and more disgusted. As such they understand and support the police in
enforcing the law and dispersing the mob with limited violence. A lady brought
her eight—year—old son to the scene on Sunday night and claimed her son was
pepper—sprayed. It was not only the Secretary for Security Ambrose Lee
Siu—kwong who condemned her for being "quite inappropriate" in using her child
as "a weapon for resistance", but many citizens also accused her of being "mindless",

totally ignoring her child's safety for her own motive to be "outstanding".

During the Sunday stand—off the police had repeatedly urged the demonstrators
to disperse and warned them with written placards and verbally. However, the
law—breakers not only refused to cooperate but also further rushed the police
barricades, causing several law enforcement officers to fall down. Under these
circumstances, the police had to use pepper spray to maintain control, which was

indeed minimal violence.

The SAR Government strictly follows the law in its governance to earnestly
safeguard social stability, economic prosperity and keeping to the rule of law. This
is in accord with the fundamental interests of citizens, and therefore bound to win

their support. 08 March 2011

WORDS AND USAGE :

(1 What (how/why, etc.) on earth (idiom) -
to express the speaker's surprise, anger, etc. ( ( FIZRINGHEER ) 5%
o FE)

Examples: 1. What on earth do you mean? 2. Why on earth was he so

Used with question

nervous?
@ Pour out (phrasal verb) — Express without restraint. (fEMA - 1E
i)

Examples: 1. The woman poured out her frustrations as the judge
Ilistened. 2.He poured out his troubles to me.
(3 Abide by sth (phrasal verb) - To accept or obey an agreement, rule
orlaw (GE5F * {55F)

Examples: 1. Members must abide by the rules of the club. 2.
Competitors must abide by the judge's decision.
(@) Nothing but (idiom) - Only something; completely something.
(%:i@% ...... s 1%1%% ...... 5 %Z:E% ...... )

Examples: 1. Nothing but the freshest vegetables are used in our
restaurant. 2. The story was nothing but lies.
(5) Make/create a scene (idiom) - To make a public disturbance; to
complain noisily, behave badly, etc. especially in a public place. ( (&
) KWK

Examples: 1. Please don't create a scene in public. 2. When Tom found

a fly in his drink, he started to create a scene.
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